
Students, teachers at 
Bonlee adjust to Plan B

BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

BONLEE — On a Monday morning at 
Bonlee School, the return of  students 
learning at desks instead of  behind com-
puter screens almost seems normal. That 
is, if  you can get past the arts and crafts 
lining the walls of  student self  portraits 
decked in masks, neon yellow X’s and ar-
rows taped along the hallways and masked 
students marching in a line six feet apart 
from one another.

It is, Bonlee Principal Kim Taylor says, 
“a new normal” under COVID-19.

“They want to follow the rules, they’re 
glad to be here,” Taylor said of  her stu-
dents. “Other than just changing your 
mindset, that’s not typically a human 
nature thing — wearing a mask, not being 
able to hug. We do virtual hugs, we’re mak-

ing it work and it’s going so well. I think if  
you’re prepared and you have those things 
in place, then it becomes a normal school 
day.”

Bonlee School has around 315 students 
in grade K-8; nearly 100 returned to school 
last Monday for the first time in almost 
seven months. This follows the Chatham 
County Schools Board of  Education’s Sept. 
29 unanimous decision to send Extended 
Content Standard E.C. students, Pre-K 
students and K-2 students back to school 
under hybrid learning starting Oct. 19; for 
now, all other students will be in Plan C 
until Jan. 15.

Under the plan, a group of  students 
attends in-person Monday and Tuesday 
while another attends virtually. Wednes-
day serves as a deep-cleaning day, and then 
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ELECTIONS COVERAGE 
• A note about the Nov. 3 elections: given 
changes in the way voters cast ballots this 
year, we anticipate Chatham’s results may 
not be known by press time for next week’s 
edition. Follow our coverage online at www.
chathamnewsrecord.com for breaking 
elections coverage and up-to-date vote totals 
and results. Subscribers to our free Chatham 
Brew e-newsletter will get bonus coverage.

• Inside: Tillis, Cunningham vie for U.S. 
Senate seat (page B5); the latest on early 
voting and a look at Chatham County’s 
ballot (page B9); more coverage online at 
our website.

Early voting continues through Saturday, 
Oct. 31, with six local early voting sites open 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Pittsboro club, Chatham’s 
second, set to open in early 2021

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Kyle Shipp 
thought of  himself  as just an or-
dinary citizen when he attended a 
Pittsboro town hall meeting in late 
2018.

“Some people came to the 
meeting and gave public comments 
about middle school kids going 
downtown after school,” he said. 
“They said there had been some 
fights and stuff.”

The notion bothered him, but 
Shipp thought he was in no position 
to address it. A year later, though, 
he was campaigning for a seat on 
Pittsboro’s Board of  Commission-
ers when the subject resurfaced.

“As a candidate, I was at the 
NAACP forum when the prob-
lem came up again. So, I thought, 
‘Why don’t we have a Boys & Girls 
Club?’” he said. “It’s obviously 
something the community really 
needs and could use.’”

The Boys & Girls Clubs of  Amer-
ica is a national organization with 
the stated mission to “do whatever 
it takes to build great futures for 
America’s young people.” BGCA is 
divided into more than 4,700 local 
chapters around the country serv-
ing 4.6 million young people, ac-
cording to its latest annual report.

In Shipp’s evaluation, Pittsboro 
was the perfect candidate for a new 
chapter.

See CLUB, page A3

New business 
will offer crucial, 
accessible mental 
health treatment

BY CHAPEL FOWLER
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Ashleigh Glover could have 
gone to Chapel Hill or Cary or Apex to start 
her career as a mental health counselor. Quite 
frankly, it would have been a lot easier. But 
that didn’t sit right with her.

“I didn’t want to outsource,” she said.
Instead, Glover decide to blaze a new trail in 

Chatham County, an area that’s been a defini-
tive part of  her life from her time at Silk Hope 
School, Jordan-Matthews High and Central 
Carolina Community College. Chatham is 

CHATHAM COUNSELING  
& WELLNESS

See WELLNESS, page A11

Some Hispanic voters in 
Chatham face language 

barriers, lack of information
BY VICTORIA JOHNSON

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — When it came time 
to vote this year, Siler City resident 
Natalia Franco López didn’t go to 
Paul Braxton Gym. She went to 
the Hispanic Liaison.

She arrived with her absen-
tee ballot, a witness and her 
mind made up. She knew 
who she wanted to vote 
for. The only thing left to 
do? Ask a staff member 
to help her fill out the 
ballot. 

“I don’t know a word 
in English,” said López, 
who became a U.S. citizen in 2018. “I 
don’t know how to do it, but I asked for 
help. I asked (the Hispanic Liaison) to 
help me do what I wanted to do, what I 
needed to do.”

For some first-generation Hispanic 
voters like López who speak limited or 
no English, voting is a bit more compli-

cated than a simple walk-in visit to the 
polls. Ballots, candidate information 
and election protocols come primarily 
in English, which can prove a difficult 
barrier to overcome for some Span-
ish-speaking voters without assistance.

But in López’s case, the Hispanic 
Liaison provided that assistance. 
Staff members helped López, a 
75-year-old native of  Guanajua-
to State in Mexico, request an 

absentee ballot. They 
also read the ballot 
aloud to her in Spanish 

and tracked it online to 
ensure that Chatham’s 

board of  elections re-
ceived it.

“I don’t read very well, so they told 
me someone (on the ballot) is running 
for so-and-so. For example, ‘So-and-
so is running for president and he’s 
named this. For the other party, he’s 
named this,’” she said, adding, “I was 

See BARRIERS, page A7

A life of ‘devotion to Siler City’
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Mayor John F. Grimes’ 
funeral was held Saturday on the Chatham 
Charter School grounds to commemorate 
his lifetime of service and decades of lead-
ership in Siler City government.

Only a small group attended in 
person, but the Grimes family live-
streamed the event internationally via 
NFI Radio Gospel Network and Face-
book. More than 3,300 have watched the 
funeral recording posted on Grimes’ 
Facebook page; nearly 200 have com-
mented with expressions of  remorse 
and support for the family.

John Franklin Grimes III was born 
in Davie County and grew up in Cool-
eemee. His athletic prowess as a young 
man earned him 22 football scholarship 
offers, including one from every school 
in the ACC. Grimes chose to stay local 
and attend Wake Forest — a decision, his 
family said, that he made to ensure his 
parents could attend all his home games.

After graduating, Grimes enlisted in 
the U.S. Army, serving with the 8th In-
fantry Division in Germany during the 
Cold War. On the day of  his passing, 

JOHN GRIMES | 1943-2020

CN+R staff photo

Siler City Mayor John Grimes, who 
died last Tuesday, and his wife, 
Cecilia. This staff photo was taken 
in 2019, during their 54th year of 
marriage.  

‘THE GOAL IS TO SEE THE KIDS, TO BE SAFE’

See PLAN B, page A6

See GRIMES, page A3

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Paul Drake, left, architect with Hobbs Architects, and Pittsboro 
Commissioner Kyle Shipp at the Kiwanis Club of Pittsboro facility, 
which may be used to host a newly-proposed Boys & Girls Club 
there.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Ashleigh Glover (right) co-founded 
Chatham Counseling & Wellness in Siler 
City with her husband, Stacy.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

‘The goal is to see the 
kids to be safe, and to 
move them academically 
from where we left 
off March 13,’ said 
Bonlee School Principal 
Kim Taylor. ‘And it’s 
happening.’

The 
Pittsboro 
Kiwanis 
Club 
facility 
may soon 
become 
the 
home for 
Pittsboro’s 
Boys & 
Girls Club.

Staff photo 
by Kim 
Hawks
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COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
Events are subject to 
change based on closures 
due to coronavirus. Verify 
with organizers prior to 
events.

CANCELLATIONS 

• Chatham County 
Council on Aging: both 
centers are closed at this 
time until further notice. 
If  you need to pick up 
supplies, call the Siler 
City or Pittsboro location 
or check our website at 
chathamcoa.org. 

ON THE AGENDA

• The Chatham County 
Board of Commissioners 
will meet at 6 p.m. on 
Monday, Nov. 2, at the 
historic Chatham County 
Courthouse.
• The Siler City Board of 
Commissioners will meet at 
6:30 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 
2, at City Hall in down-
town Siler City.
• The Pittsboro Board of 
Commissioners will meet at 
7 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 9, 
at Pittsboro Town Hall.
• The Chatham County 
Schools Board of Education 
will meet at 5:30 p.m. on 
Monday, Nov. 9, at Horton 
Middle School.
• Check the respective 
board websites for in-
formation about online 
access to meetings.
• The Central Carolina 
Community College Board 
of Trustees will meet virtu-
ally at 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
October 28. To join this 
meeting by video, visit 
https://us.bbcollab.com/
guest/3954a3516a5f4f-
9886b4ec0537658988.  
• Chatham County Solid 
Waste & Recycling is hav-
ing mulch sales during 
the month of  October 
at the Main Facility, 
at 28 County Services 
Rd., Pittsboro. Saturday 
sales are from 7:30 a.m. 
to noon on October 31. 
Wednesday sales are 
from 7 a.m. to noon on 
October 28. Solid Waste & 
Recycling staff will load 
the mulch, and residents 
must haul it. Mulch is $5 
per scoop,about one cubic 
yard. Staff will load large 
trailers and dump trucks 
only with a large scoop 
for $10 per scoop. Note: 
Saturday sales are cash or 
check only. Sales will con-
tinue as long as supplies 
last. All loads of  mulch 
MUST be secured. Learn 
more about securing your 
load. Tarps are available 
for purchase at the Main 
Facility and during mulch 
sales. The tarps are $3 
each and are 6x8 feet.
• The League of Women 
Voters of Orange, Durham 
and Chatham counties 
(LWVODC) reminds 
everyone of  the availabil-
ity of  VOTE411.org, their 
online 2020 Election Voter 
Guide. The League’s 
nonpartisan election 
resource offers voters a 
“one-stop shop” for all 
things election related. 
Visit VOTE411.org, enter 
your address and see: 
Your customized ballot; 
Candidate profiles and 
responses to questions 
in the candidate’s words; 
Where and when to vote; 

Voter registration status, 
and more.
• Central Carolina Commu-
nity College: Whether you 
are looking for flexible 
course choices to meet 
your personal schedule or 
starting a new program of  
study, CCCC’s 8-week term 
allows you to find courses 
that fit your academic and 
career goals. To register 
for courses, contact your 
advisor or the admissions 
office at 919-718-7300 (Lee 
Main Campus), 919-545-
8025 (Chatham Main 
Campus), and 910-814-8827 
or 910-814-8867 (Harnett 
Main Campus). See www.
cccc.edu/12and8 for a list 
of classes.

THURSDAY 

• The Chatham Historical 
Museum is open Wednes-
day, Thursday, and Fri-
days from 11 a.m. until 4 
p.m. Masks required and 
groups will be distanced. 
Adult and kid friendly; 
with no admission fee. 
The current special ex-
hibit is vintage toys. Don’t 
miss it! Our permanent 
exhibits cover all aspects 
of  Chatham’s unique 
history. The Museum is 
located in the historic 
Chatham County Court-
house in the circle. More 
info: https://chathamhis-
tory.org
• The Pittsboro Farm-
ers Market is open with 
seasonable items year-
round from 3 to 6 p.m. on 
Thursdays. It is located at 
287 East St., Pittsboro.
• St. Bartholomew’s Epis-
copal Church provides a 
healthy, appetizing meal at 
no cost to those who come 
to us hungry at noon on 
Thursdays. We provide a 
place of  hospitality and 
fellowship for everyone. 
All are welcome, regard-
less of  race, sex, age, 
national origin, religious 
preference, handicap, or 
income
• Second Bloom of Cha-
tham is having a Hallow-
een Sale.  All black and 
orange clothing will be 
50% off until October 31. 
Treat yourself  to some 
fine clothing and jewel-
ry. Masks are required 
and hand sanitizer is 
also available. The store 
is open 10a.m. to 4p.m. 
Tuesday thru Saturday. 
We are now accepting 
donations of  clean, new 
and gently used men and 
women’s clothing, shoes, 
accessories and jewelry. 
We accept credit cards. 
We are located on the 
Courthouse Circle at 10 
Sanford Road, Pittsboro.

FRIDAY 

• The Bray Park Sports 
Complex and Parking Lot, 
200 Bray Park Complex 
Drive, Siler City, will tem-
porarily close on Friday, 
October 30, beginning at 
12 p.m. for preparation of  
the annual Fall-O-Ween 
Trunk R’ Treat event. 
Loves Creek Greenway 
patrons are encouraged 
to park at the Bray Park 
Aquatic Facility parking 
lot, located at 700 Alston 
Bridge Road, and access 
the greenway at 623 
South Second Avenue on 
Friday, October 30, 2020. 
The park and parking lot 
will reopen on Saturday, 
October 31. In case of  

inclement weather, the 
event rain date is Satur-
day, October 31, 10:30a 
a.m.  to 1 p.m.

SATURDAY 

• New Hope Valley Railway 
is back on track. The 
nonprofit railway reopens 
with limited capacity 
Halloween train rides in 
Bonsal. The North Car-
olina Railway Museum, 
which operates New Hope 
Valley Railway (NHVR) 
has reopened to the public 
and resumed train rides 
with its popular Track or 
Treat: Halloween Ex-
press trains. Located at 
3900 Bonsal Road in New 
Hill, it is nicknamed the 
Triangle’s Train. NHVR’s 
family-friendly Halloween 
trains are planned thru 
Saturday, Oct. 31. Trains 
will depart at 2:45, 4:00, 
5:15, 6:30 and 7:45 p.m. and 
tickets will only be sold 
online prior to ride days 
and not at the railroad on 
the day-of. Tickets cost 
$14 for all ages.
• Chatham Arts & Recre-
ation: The Trunk or Treat 
Boo-Thru will have candy 
drive-throughs and a 
pumpkin carving con-
test this year. Event 1: A 
“Monster Hunt” will be 
held from 6 to 8 p.m. in 
Southwest District Park 
on Thursday, Oct. 29, and 
Event 2: from 6 to 8 p.m. 
on Friday, Oct. 30, in the 
Northwest District Park.
• Supper with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus will be held 
on Friday, December 4, 
2020 from 5:30 p.m. to 8 
p.m. at the Paul Braxton 
Gymnasium, where the 
facility will be turned 
into a winter wonderland. 
This is a floating event 
and pre-registered tickets 
are required to enter as 
space is limited. Event 
tickets are available on-
line at www.silercity.org 
or in City Hall, 311 North 
Second Avenue, Siler City. 
Adult tickets are $10 and 
tickets for children age 
12 and younger are $5. 
The deadline to register 
is November 27, 2020 or 
until full. No tickets will 
be available on the day of  
the event. For more in-
formation, contact Daniel 
Spivey with the Siler City 
Parks and Recreation De-
partment at (919) 742-2699, 
email recreation@siler-
city.org, or visit us online 
at www.silercity.org. 
• Thales Academy, a college 
preparatory network of  
K-12 independent schools, 
will be opening its newest 
campus in the Vineyards 
neighborhood of  Cha-
tham Park in July, 2021. 
The first school to open in 
the Chatham Park com-
munity is now accepting 
applications for grades 
K-4 for the 2021-2022 
school year. Subsequent 
grades will be added in 
the future to ulimately 
serve grades K-12. Appli-
cations are first-come, 
first-served and will be 
open until seats are filled 
and a waitlist is created. 
Enrollment is open to 
all area families, not just 
Chatham Park residents. 
Tuition at Thales Acad-
emy Pittsboro will be 
$5,300 per year. Scholar-
ships, discounts, and pay-
ment plans are available 
to further reduce this 
cost. Families may apply 

right from our website , 
ThalesAcademy.org, and 
if  they have any ques-
tions, they may contact 
admissions@thalesacade-
my.org.” 
• With COVID-19 sweep-
ing the country, artists’ 
livelihoods are being chal-
lenged like never before. 
The Chatham Arts Coun-
cil has put together a re-
lief  effort specifically for 
artists and arts-workers 
called CAARE: Chatham 
Artist and Arts-Worker 
Relief Effort. For more 
information on CAARE, 
or to donate, visit Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org.
• JMArts hosted a 
JMACoronaConcert via 
Twitter featuring per-
formances submitted by 
JM students and faculty. 
Concerts can be viewed 
on its Twitter account @
JMArts and by using the 
hashtags #JMACoron-
aConcert performances 
and #JMACoronaConcert 
program.
• Adult Volunteers Need-
ed at Chatham Hospital 
in Siler City, a 25-bed Crit-
ical Access Hospital locat-
ed in Siler City and part 
of  the UNC Health Care 
System. All prospective 
volunteers must complete 
an on-line application, 
a criminal background 
check, an orientation and 
have documentation of  
required immunizations. 
To learn more go to: www.
chathamhospital.org/ch/
about-us/volunteer.
• Volunteers Need-
ed: Nonprofit agencies 
in Chatham seek teen 

volunteers to help with 
many projects. Teens can 
help at food pantries, in 
gardens, fundraising proj-
ects, ffice work, and care 
for animals. Chatham 
Connecting website lists 
many volunteer oppor-
tunities for youth. See 
where you are needed to 
help in the community: 
www.chathamconnecting.
org.
• Foster and/or adoptive 
information: Give chil-
dren a safe place to grow. 
Interested in becoming a 
Foster and/or Adoptive 
parent? Call 919-642-6956 
to learn more.
• Alcoholics Anonymous 
— North Carolina District 
33, call the Help Line at 
866-640-0180 for the meet-
ing schedule for this area.
• Motorcycle Associa-
tion — The Motorcycle 
Association for Chatham, 
Western Wake, Lee, 
Orange and Alamance 
counties meets in Pitts-
boro and is open to all 
riders. For information, 
call 919-392-3939 or visit 
www.chathamCBA.com.

• Narcotics Anonymous 
— For drug problems 
in the family, Narcotics 
Anonymous helps. Call 
1-800-721-8225 for listing 
of  local meetings.
• Al-Anon Meeting 
— Pittsboro Serenity 
Seekers Al-Anon Family 
Group meets at 7 p.m. 
Mondays at Chatham 
Community Church, in 
the lower level of  Cha-
tham Mill, Pittsboro.
• Scout News 
•  Boy Scout Troop 93 in 
Pittsboro meets 7 p.m. 
Wednesdays at the Harold 
Boone Scout Park on Hwy 
64W, just past CCCC. Open 
to boys, ages 11-17. Visit 
www.bstroop93.org for 
more information.  
•  Pack 924 of  Siler City 
First U.M.C. meets on 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m Tues-
days for boys, grades 1 
through 5. Come join the 
Cub Scouts.  
•  Pack 900 in Bear Creek 
meets at 7 p.m. Tuesdays 
at Meroney’s U.M.C., 
following the school cal-
endar. See http://pack900.
com for more information.
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Ready for 
Halloween
Letting the dead bury 
the dead? That could 
be the message from 
this Halloween scene in 
Chatham County.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Q: Who sang at the open house 
celebration of the COA’s original 

Hill House location?
Find the answer in this issue for your chance 

to win a $25 Visa Gift Card!

Chatham County Council on Aging

WEEKLY                     HUNT!

NC Pre-K is administered by
Chatham County Partnership for Children

El Preescolar NK es administrado por la Alianza 
por los Niños del Condado de Chatham (Chatham 

County Partnership for Children)

FREE PRESCHOOL

PREESCOLAR GRATIS

Quality Preschool Openings Available

Chatham County NC Pre-K has openings for eligible 4 year old children 
in its high quality classrooms for FALL 2020.

Las Escuelas del Condado Chatham NC Pre-K tiene puestos disponibles 
paraniños elegibles de 4 años de edad en sus salones de clases de alta 

calidadpara el OTOÑO del 2020. Las matriculas para Preescolar están 
disponiblesen las siguientes escuelas y centros educativos.

Pre-K openings are available at Bennett School, 
Chatham Child Development Center, Children First Learning Center, 

North Chatham School, Pasitos Felices, Perry Harrison School, 
Pittsboro Elementary, Siler City Elementary School, 

Telamon Head Start, and Virginia Cross Elementary School.

Th e program is FREE for children who qualify.
To be eligible for NC Pre-K, a child must turn 4 years old on or before 

August 31, 2020 and meet other qualifi cations.
Applications are available at www.chathamkids.org/NCPK 

or at each school site. 
Call Sheen at 919-542-7449 ext. 131 for more information.

Bennett School, Chatham Child Development Center, Children First 
Learning Center, North Chatham School, Pasitos Felices, Perry Harrison 

School, Pittsboro Elementary, Siler City Elementary School, Telamon Head 
Start and Virginia Cross Elementary School.

El programa es GRATIS para los niños que califi  can.
Para ser elegible en NC Pre-K, un niño debe tener 4 años en o antes del

31 de Agosto, 2020 y llenar otros requisitos.
Las aplicaciones están disponibles en línea: www.chathamkids.org/NCPK

o en cada escuela o centro educativo.
Comuníquese con Sheen al 919-542-7449 ext. 131 para obtener más información.
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the family was moved to 
learn that the American 
flag over the Capitol 
building in Washington, 
D.C. was flown in Grimes’ 
honor as a distinguished 
veteran of  the U.S. Army. 
The flag was sent to Siler 
City where it was dis-
played at the funeral.

A deep love of family 
informed Grimes’ decisions 
throughout his life. It was 
family that first brought 
Grimes to Siler City — in 
1968 he relocated to work 
with his father-in-law at 

Cecil Budd Tire Company, 
where he remained for 49 
years.

Not long after moving, 
the Grimes family became 
close friends with the 
Reschs — the longtime 
owners of  The Chatham 
News and The Chatham 
Record. When Mary John 
Resch decided to sell the 
newspaper in 2018, two 
years after her husband, 
Alan, passed away, she 
said her friend John 
was one of  the first and 
only confidants she told. 
Grimes’ commitment to 
family and community 
were inextricable, she 
said; they were what 
made him an outstanding 

public servant.
“I’m sad,” Resch said, 

“but I’m able to remem-
ber the good times, many 
happy memories — his 
devotion to Siler City and 
especially his devotion to 
his family. He was just a 
good guy.”

In the 1990s, Grimes’ 
“devotion to Siler City” 
moved him to enter the po-
litical sphere. He started 
with the Chatham County 
Board of  Commissioners, 
where he led the ticket 
in the 1994 election year 
before localizing his atten-
tion in 1999, running suc-
cessfully for Siler City’s 
Dist. 4 commissioner seat. 
He served four terms in 

that capacity before hold-
ing the mayor’s seat for 
another four terms.

Mayor Grimes was a ca-
pable policy maker, but his 
character is what earned 
him Siler City’s respect, his 
family said.

“He was humble,” his 
daughter-in-law, Alysia, 
said. “He was down to 
earth, and he just lived 
wide open.”

In the wake of his death, 
friends and colleagues 
reflected on the indelible 
impact Grimes made on 
their lives:

“I had the pleasure of  
working with John for 11 
years,” Mayor Pro Tem 
Cindy Bray said. “He was 

a very good friend of mine. 
He loved the town and 
worked very hard to make 
sure that it moved forward 
in a positive way.”

Bill Haiges, Siler City’s 
Dist. 4 commissioner, 
was appointed to replace 
Grimes when the latter was 
elected mayor in 2013.

“They were some big 
shoes to fill ...” Haiges said. 
“He was a fine man and 
someone who loved this 
town deeply. We have made 
so many positive strides 
over the last nearly seven 
years under his leadership, 
and we are a better town 
because of that.”

Grimes’ success, friends 
said, was in his principled 
stand for what was right, 
not just politically advanta-
geous.

“John had the confidence 
to stand alone, the courage 
to make tough decisions, 
and the compassion to lis-
ten to the needs of others,” 
Siler City Commissioner 
Curtis Brown said.

His sincerity and 
empathic communication 
skills inspired confidence 
in Grimes’ constituents as 
he led them through some 
of the town’s most difficult 
years.

“I had the pleasure of  
serving on the town board 
with Mayor Grimes for 
seven years,” Commis-
sioner Lewis Fadely said. 
“The town was blessed to 
have him, and his death is a 
tremendous loss. John was 
a great leader for our town. 
Seven years ago, the town 
was not doing well eco-
nomically. Through John’s 
leadership, the town started 
to turn the corner, and 
industry and jobs started 
coming back to Siler City. 
Now, we are doing much 
better than we were seven 
years ago.”

Siler City and its resi-
dents were definitely in 
John’s heart, Fadely said.

“And he cared about us 
all equally,” Fadely added. 
“The love he had for Siler 
City and its residents is 
evidenced by his years 
of selfless service to this 
town.”

That Grimes made 
immediate and lasting 
impressions on people 
he knew, even briefly, is 
demonstrated in the way 
Commissioner Norma 
Boone, who was appointed 
to her post just three weeks 

ago, remembers him.
On the day of her ap-

pointment, by which time 
Grimes had already taken 
ill, “Mr. Grimes called me 
and congratulated me on 
being appointed,” Boone 
said. “... he explained why 
he would not be there, but 
told me he wanted to make 
sure he called to welcome 
me to the board. In my in-
teractions with Mr. Grimes, 
I always found him to be a 
kind and considerate man. 
He will be missed.”

The town’s board of  
commissioners has not 
discussed replacing Grimes 
as mayor, and it is possible 
they will defer that conver-
sation for some time. It is a 
precedent which the board 
established after Mayor Pro 
Tem Larry Cheek passed 
away.

“I think out of respect 
they didn’t talk about it 
for a month or so,” Siler 
City Town Clerk Jenifer 
Johnson said of Cheek’s 
death, “because they just 
wanted to be respectful to 
his legacy. So, I don’t know 
if they’ll bring up (Mayor 
Grimes’ replacement) at 
the next meeting. It would 
be totally at their discretion 
what their next steps might 
be.”

The commissioners have 
three options for how to 
proceed when eventually 
they address the vacancy.

“They can interview peo-
ple from the public or ask 
for letters of interest and 
then interview them and 
appoint somebody as tem-
porary mayor,” Johnson 
said. “It can be that they ap-
point one who is already on 
the board as mayor. Or they 
can not appoint anyone at 
all and let the electorate 
elect somebody at the next 
election which would be in 
November of next year.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder 
can be reached at 
dldolder@chathamnr.com

‘The town was 
blessed to have 
him, and his death 
is a tremendous 
loss. John was a 
great leader for our 
town.’

LEWIS FADELY, Siler City 
Commissioner
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“After school, we don’t 
have rec football, we don’t 
have the Boys & Girls Club, 
we don’t have any options 
for these kids to go to,” 
Shipp said. “There are 
things like the YMCA, but 
not everyone can afford 
that.”

After he was elected as 
a town commissioner last 
year, Shipp set to work 
making his vision a reality.

“(When) I got my feet 
under me a little bit as a 
commissioner, I started 
looking into how the pro-
cess works and I found out 
basically that it’s sort of a 
franchise model,” he said. 
“You work through an 
existing organization.”

For Pittsboro, the closest 
established organization 
was the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Central Carolina, a 
three-county organization 
based in Sanford with 
clubs in Harnett County 
(in Lillington) and a Siler 
City club, hosted at the 
Wren Family Center.

Its CEO, Daniel Sim-
mons, was thrilled to hear 
Shipp’s proposal for a 
Pittsboro club.

“Kyle has been great,” 
he said. “He kind of kicked 
things off there and then 
the town council in Pitts-
boro got behind him. They 
voted on it and issued a 
declaration several months 
ago saying that they want-
ed to see a Boys & Girls 

Club started there.”
Immediately thereaf-

ter, Shipp launched an 
exploratory committee 
with Simmons’ support to 
ascertain citizen interest in 
starting a club.

“We met and just kind of  
talked about what it would 
take to make it happen,” 
Shipp said. “And the 
process for getting started 
was a steering committee 
to gauge interest. Then 
right when it came back 
and people were saying, 
‘OK, sounds good’ — then, 
of course, immediately the 
pandemic hit.”

COVID-19’s impact

When the novel coro-
navirus swept the nation 
back in March, Shipp was 
forced to table his plans.

“Nobody was able to get 
together,” he said. “So, that 
kind of put it on hold for a 
little bit.”

Though his aspirations 
were temporarily derailed, 
the pandemic lent more 
convincing evidence in 
support of Shipp’s argu-
ment to establish a Pitts-
boro club than anything 
else could have.

The Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Central Carolina, with 
its three locations in 
Sanford, Siler City and 
Lillington, have in recent 
months assumed a more 
important role in the daily 
of lives of N.C. youth than 
ever before. The clubs 
have always provided 
structure and supervi-
sion for children through 

the summer months and 
during after-school hours. 
But especially through the 
pandemic, they have been 
instrumental in keeping 
hundreds of children 
healthy and on track to 
success.

“With schools not being 
in session for in-person 
learning, we knew that 
parents were scrambling,” 
Simmons said. “And so, 
we’ve essentially become a 
remote learning site for the 
public education system ... 
Our staff know their sched-
ules, and do their best to 
make sure that all of them 
are logging onto their syn-
chronous classes on time 
and, you know, paying at-
tention and engaging. And 
we’re providing breakfast 
and lunch every single day 
free of charge to every kid 
that comes.”

Each club serves about 
50 to 60 children, many of  
whom come from low-in-
come families. Meals and 
wholesome recreation are 
not always guaranteed 
when school is not in 
session, so the expanded 
services have been indis-
pensable. With responsi-
ble supervision, reliable 
internet connections and 
two square meals a day, the 
Boys & Girls Clubs have 
provided inestimable value 
to the children they serve.

“And that’s what we 
need,” Shipp said. “Pitts-
boro needs that.”

Plans resume

By June, COVID-19 not-

withstanding, Shipp felt he 
had waited long enough.

“I said, ‘Well, you know, 
who knows when we’ll 
be able to meet in-person 
again. So, let’s just get 
going on this,’” he said. 

Since then, Shipp’s 
team has met regularly 
via Zoom and is barreling 
toward its tenuous goal for 
a January opening. But 
there is still much that re-
mains to be accomplished.

“That’s not that far from 
now,” Shipp said. “I think 
it’s less than 100 days away 
and we’ve got to raise 
$220,000, at least, by then in 
order to be able to open ... 
So, far we have raised $0.” 

Those funds would only 
cover operations expenses, 
Shipp said. But the com-
mittee must also secure a 
location for the new club. 
Any expenses incurred 
in that process would be 
additional.

“Last week we toured 
Horton Middle School and 
the Kiwanis Club (build-
ing),” Shipp said. “Our re-
sult of that is we think the 
Kiwanis Club is a better fit 
and they’re also extremely 
interested in working with 
us.”

The Pittsboro Kiwanis 
Club’s facility, a 2,700 
square foot building on 
Credle Street, north of  
downtown, would offer 
a central location to host 
the Pittsboro Boys & Girls 
Club and its owners share 
a commitment to helping 
America’s youth.

“It’s their mission to 
help kids, as well,” Shipp 

said, “and there’s a na-
tional, I guess, agreement 
between Kiwanis and Boys 
& Girls clubs where they 
work together on a nation-
al level as well. So, there’s 
a lot of things that are good 
there.”

But the space would 
require some renovation. 
Last week, Shipp’s team 
visited the building with 
Hobbs Architects to eval-
uate its needs. The facility 
will, at least, need modifi-
cation of its handicap ac-
cessibility and the kitchen 
will eventually need to be 
certified. 

“But there’s the possi-
bility we find the building 
needs a quarter million 
(dollars) in renovation,” 
Shipp said, “and we can’t 
do that. So, we’re still in 
the investigation stage.”

Any further steps to so-
lidify the partnership are 
pending the results of that 
analysis. If  all goes well, 
though, a January grand 
opening seems plausible.

“One more important 
thing, though,” Shipp said, 
“is that what really contin-
ues (the process) is called 
the advisory board.”

Last week, the explor-
atory committee, whose 
job it was to investigate the 
level of need in Pittsboro, 
“agreed to transition…
to now an advisory 
council,” Simmons said. 
According to Shipp, the 
advisory board will serve 
as the governing body and 
driving force behind future 
progress.

The board’s members, 

so far, are Chevon File 
(Hobbs Architects), Chris 
Kennedy (Pittsboro Town 
Manager), Shipp (Pittsboro 
Town Commissioner), 
Shorty Johnson (Pittsboro 
Police Chief), Rev. Samuel 
Lassiter (Davis Chape), 
Zack Chutz (Pittsboro 
Elementary), Rev. Corey 
Little (Mitchell Chapel), 
KT Leary (Kiwanis) and 
Mary Nettles (NAACP). 

“It’s kind of like the 
board of directors for the 
club,” Shipp said. “... We 
are looking for probably 
two to five more folks who 
are really integrated in the 
community and care about 
children. A specific need 
is someone who could act 
as treasurer. Most of the 
financial management is 
done by Boys & Girls Club 
of Central Carolina but we 
need the representation on 
our board.”

If you are interested in 
serving on the Pittsboro 
Boys & Girls club advisory 
board, Shipp would like to 
have a conversation.

“I would certainly be 
happy to talk to anyone 
about a donation or 
serving on the Advisory 
Council,” he said.

Kyle Shipp can be 
reached via email at 
kshipp@pittsboronc.gov or 
by phone at (919) 200-6656.

Contributions to the 
Pittsboro Boys & Girls club 
can be made at centralcar-
olinaclubs.org/donate/

Reporter D. Lars Dolder 
can be reached at 
dldolder@chathamnr.com.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Chatham County 
Libraries to offer 

computer access at 
local branches 

PITTSBORO — Beginning 
this week, Chatham County 
Libraries will offer limited 
access to its computer stations 
located in each of  the three 
branches — Chatham Com-
munity Library in Pittsboro, 
Goldston Library and Wren 
Memorial Library in Siler City.

Public computer use will be 
by appointment only and will be 
for the duration of one hour per 
day, per patron, Monday through 
Friday, from 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Individuals must use their allot-
ted time in one session. Com-

puter users are not permitted to 
leave and return to a computer 
workstation mid-session.

Computer lab capacity has 
been reduced at all branches 
to ensure proper distancing. 
Online registration and the 
completion of  a COVID-19 
screening form is required. 
Individuals may register here: 
https://tinyurl.com/Com-
puterUseCCPL. Individuals 
unable to register online may 
do so on site by completing a 
print registration form.

To ensure the safety of  
library patrons and staff, the 
following restrictions apply:

• Face coverings are required 
while inside the library.

• Library staff will be wear-
ing facial coverings and gloves 

and practicing social distanc-
ing. Staff will provide a face 
covering for those who arrive 
without one.

• Library stacks will be 
closed. Browsing collections is 
unavailable at this time. Curb-
side appointments for print 
materials are still available. 
More information about curb-
side pick-up services may be 
found on the library website.

• Library staff are unavail-
able for one-on-one computer 
assistance. Patrons should 
be comfortable with using a 
computer and be able to work 
independently.

• In-person Reference Ser-
vices are not currently avail-
able. Individuals may make 
an appointment for a virtual 

consultation by calling 919-545-
8086 or by emailing reference@
chathamlibraries.org.

• Self-serve printing and 
copying is available at the 
Pittsboro branch and is limited 
to the Computer Lab. Printing 
and copying at the Siler City 
and Goldston branches will be 
handled by library staff. Wire-
less printing is not available at 
this time.

• Patrons are asked not to 
bring children with them to 
computer use appointments.

• Computer use is limited to 
patrons 16 years or older.

• Food and drink are not 
allowed inside the library or 
while using public computers. 
The use of  cell phones is also 
not permitted indoors.

Patrons are asked NOT to 
visit the library if  exhibiting 
any symptoms of  cold, cough 
or flu, including fever.

After completing the online 
registration form, patrons are 
asked to call their local branch 
to make an appointment. For 
appointments at the Chatham 
Community Library in Pitts-
boro, call 919-545-8084. For the 
Goldston Library, call 919-898-
4522, and for Wren Memorial 
Library in Siler City, call 
919-742-2016. Patrons are asked 
to discuss any needed clarifi-
cation about current computer 
use protocols with a staff mem-
ber at the time of  making their 
appointment.

— CN + R staff reports



I want a dog
Give me this one fantasy.
I want a dog. 

I grew 
up with a 
half-Lab, 
half-Golden 
Retriever 
named Lucy. 
Right out of  
college, I ad-
opted a black-
haired puppy 
I named after 
the poet Nikki 
Giovanni. 
Nikki lived 
with me 

across two states as I married 
and had two sons. Now my 
wife and I have a third child, a 
daughter, and our young family 
is crammed into a 1,700 square-
foot home with a backyard I 
can spit across. And I want a 
dog.

Our youngest is my accom-
plice. She wants to take home 
every canine she encounters 
in the neighborhood. Her two 
older brothers are skittish 
around dogs, which to my 
mind is another reason to get 
one. The middle child was bit 
when he was about his sister’s 
age. He needs a new, positive 
experience.

I need a new, positive experi-
ence.

More than seven months 
have passed since the first case 
of  the coronavirus in North 
Carolina. This past Friday set a 
record high in new infections. 
For me, a dog represents a 
return to normalcy. A simpler 

time when the flu was the only 
vaccine I thought about on 
a regular basis. In her poem 
“Small Kindnesses,” Danusha 
Laméris reminds us that saying 
“bless you” after a sneeze is “a 
leftover ... from the Bubonic 
plague.” We had turned a dead-
ly fear into a polite response. 
Now a sneeze is no longer just 
a sneeze.

Such is my desire for an ide-
alized, simpler past that I even 
started a dinner conversation 
about the perfect name for our 
fictional dog. Our daughter’s 
suggestions — Flower and 
Clover — elicited groans from 
her brothers. The boys like the 
names Force and Fire, both of  
which are non-starters with 
their parents. Finally, their 
mother suggested Moon. I en-
visioned a white-haired puppy, 
a Husky mix with blue eyes. 
Perfect.

The very next weekend my 
daughter and I encountered a 
black Lab on a neighborhood 
walk. The dog’s name was 
Luna. A sign from the heavens!

Though willing to humor me, 
my wife is quick to point out 
that we don’t have the space in 
our home for another life force, 
much less the time or energy. 
We are already stretched too 
thin between pastoring two 
churches and our eldest’s virtu-
al classroom. In the parlance of  
our time, we don’t have enough 
bandwidth. I’m tired of  that 
metaphor, for I’m tired of  the 
computer. Tired of  Zoom calls 
and emails. I’m so tired of  being 

tired that I can’t sleep.
I woke up early to scratch 

these thoughts on the back of  
my daughter’s discarded paint-
ing. My days run together like 
her watercolors.

But I remember carefree 
days with my dog Nikki. When 
she was a puppy, I’d walk her 
to the park near my crummy, 
one-bedroom apartment and 
she’d try to eat goose poop. 
Ah, those were good ol’ days! 
A few years later, my wife and 
I walked Nikki down the city 
streets of  Richmond. Then 
came after-dinner walks with 
one of  us holding the leash, the 
other pushing the stroller.

The holidays are coming. 
I daydream about our kids 
running downstairs on Christ-
mas morning and can almost 
hear squeals of  delight over 
the white-haired puppy in my 
arms. As our kids fawn over 
her soft fur and pale blue eyes, 
Moon gently licks their faces. 
My wife lovingly catches my 
eye. I would never say I told you 
so.

I’m under no illusion that we 
will magically return to a time 
when a sneeze is just a sneeze. 
But give me this one fantasy. 
I fear it’s going to be a long 
winter.

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is 
the pastor of  Chapel in the 
Pines Presbyterian Church and 
author of  Gently Between the 
Words: Essays and Poems. He 
is currently working from home 
with his wife and three children.

A word on journalism
Last week, my colleague Han-

nah McClellan and I attended a 
pair of  rallies 
in downtown 
Pittsboro. 
We went not 
as partici-
pants, but as 
journalists 
— objective 
parties to 
what became 
a fiercely 
polarized con-
frontation of  
ideologies.

Here’s what 
we came to understand about 
the day’s event after pains-
takingly inquiring of  many 
tight-lipped attendees: some 
Trump supporters, many of  
whom drove in from Alamance 
County, were the first to plan 
a rally, having publicized their 
intentions two weeks earlier. In 
response, a left-leaning organi-
zation called Chatham Takes 
Action scheduled a counter-ral-
ly to fall on the same day.

What ensued was mild chaos.
Is that description an oxymo-

ron? Sure is. But given the con-
stancy of  chaotic energy in this 
country, we’ve reached a point 
where we must assign degrees 

to its severity. So, on this day, 
the chaos was mild.

In practice, that means there 
was only one fistfight, just 
three inimical standoffs (read: 
mob confrontations) and police 
only had to interfere twice (that 
we witnessed).

In the moment, adrenaline 
and a hyper-awareness con-
sumed me as I think it does all 
reporters when the prospect 
of  breaking coverage looms 
behind every spittle-ridden 
expletive to cross a picket line. 
My focus was the story — don’t 
miss the quotes; don’t miss the 
action; capture everything just 
the way it is.

Those tenets are, really, the 
journalist’s creed. As an engi-
neer is committed to building a 
safe bridge and a doctor commit-
ted to saving his patients’ lives — 
so, too, are journalists commit-
ted to capturing the truth.

It is the very reason I worked 
hard to break into this career 
for which, on paper (math 
degree?), I was not strictly qual-
ified. Because I love the truth.

Now, I understand that just 
as there are engineers who 
cut corners, and doctors who 
practice recklessly, there are 
some journalists who neglect 

the beautiful trust with which 
they have been endowed — that 
is, to accurately represent the 
goings-on of  their communi-
ties.

But all three of  those retro-
mingent scoundrels are the 
minority in their respective 
fields.

Journalists — real journal-
ists from respectable outlets, 
not social media hacks and 
organization-backed shysters 
— take pride in their commit-
ment to the truth. They go to 
painstaking lengths to ensure 
fair coverage of  their subjects.

Truth-telling is our focus at 
this paper, and not for fear of  
reprisal. Frankly, it’s not like 
we’re under intense scrutiny 
akin to what The New York 
Times or The Washington Post 
might experience; we could 
exaggerate here and omit there 
without serious retribution. 
But we would never. Why? Be-
cause we take pride in ethical 
journalism.

So, it irked me when at last 
week’s rallies some attendees 
attacked not just our paper, 
but our very profession. All 
of  us — journalists, that is — 
are “communist pawns,” they 
said. “Liars…garbage.” To 

paraphrase some of  their more 
lurid insults: “excrement, and 
that from whence it comes.”

Nasty people have always re-
viled truth-tellers. Richard Nix-
on famously despised newspa-
pers. Years after the Watergate 
scandal broke, Henry Kissing-
er, secretary of  state in the Nix-
on administration, reflected on 
Nixon’s vehement campaigns 
against a free press: “He really 
hated the press,” Kissinger 
said. “As soon as there was an 
unfavorable article about him, 
he’d send notes around prohib-
iting you from you from talking 
to the (Washington) Post or to 
this or that reporter … It was a 
big mistake.”

It’s true that most articles 
about Richard Nixon from 1971 
onward were not positive. But 
why? Because a communist 
press set out to undermine his 
reputation? Nope. It was be-
cause Nixon did bad things and 
tried to hide them. That was the 
truth.

Granted, writing the news 
is an imprecise craft, but so is 
medicine. We can’t dismantle 
the medical industry because 
doctors occasionally make mis-
takes and we can’t we discount 
the press because reporters 

sometimes get it wrong.
Phil Graham, former pub-

lisher of  The Washington Post, 
once described our work as an 
“inescapably impossible task 
of  providing every week a first 
rough draft of  history that 
will never be completed about 
a world we can never really 
understand…”

It’s a tall task, but a noble 
one. It is important. 

I know those loud people 
from last week’s rallies, should 
they read this, will not likely 
change their minds about 
the value of  a free press and 
the ethical standard to which 
journalists closely subscribe. 
To them, truth is whatever they 
choose to believe, whatever 
they want to hear. That’s O.K. 
— I’m sure the astute reportage 
of  Facebook groups and private 
subreddits will keep them 
abreast of  what’s really going 
on in the world.

But to you, dear readers, who 
demand a more rigorous stan-
dard of  journalism — if  you 
care more about reading truth 
than confirmation bias — let 
me be clear: that is our commit-
ment, too.

Take comfort, there is still 
truth to be found.

There are lessons 
to be learned 
from saving

Throughout most of  my life — at least the adult part, which 
I’m still working on — I’ve been a pack rat.

You name it; I’ve probably saved it. And 
most of  the time not just one or two but many 
of  them.

From time to time, I’ve wondered why. Is 
it insecurity? Maybe a deep-seated one but 
it shouldn’t be since I’ve usually had what I 
needed and most of  the time what I wanted. 
And while Mama and Daddy instilled in my 
brothers and me the understanding that the 
world did not revolve around us, they also 
gave us a belief  and awareness that we had 
some value in and to the human race, as did 
the majority of  other folks who make up that 

membership.
Thinking about all that from time to time as I moved some of  

my stuff around, it seems that most of  that attitude comes from 
my folks — mainly Mama. That’s not to lay all the blame on 
her, but she had a high degree of  stuff-saving skill and, I think 
passed it on to me. I learned it well.

Often, I would ask her why she saved bits of  aluminum foil or 
to-go order packs of  ketchup or dozens of  slightly used tissues, 
which I found in large numbers in the purses she left me when 
she checked into a nursing home.

“If  you had grown up in the (Great) Depression,” she’d say, 
“you’d save everything, too. You might need it one day.” 

We do differ in one regard, however, about the stuff we saved. 
She could usually find hers and put it to use while I tend to 
misplace — which is not the same thing as lose — mine. That is 
an almost daily nod to my dad who, more than once, told me I’d 
lose my head if  it weren’t glued on. 

A significant part of  what I’ve saved through the years has 
revolved around the written word. Decades in the newspaper 
business can do that to you. 

Part of  that written word has been books. I love books. Have 
almost as many as the county library. Haven’t read them all, of  
course, but, boy, do they look nice on the shelves in my study or 
stacked on the floor or on top of  the file cabinet or ... I cannot, 
repeat cannot, throw away a book.

But there’s also a nod to newspapers. It started out because I 
didn’t get to finish the Sunday edition. Went through the com-
ics, which got to the point where they weren’t funny, and the 
sales papers and society sections. But those features and some 
sports and news stories I wanted to look at in depth were never 
finished. So, I started a little stack, which grew and grew and ... 
well, you get the picture.

Eventually I not only had stacks in several places in several 
rooms but moved on to the big plastic storage boxes. Through it 
all, my better half  has been kind and long-suffering.

A few days ago, as part of  the stay-at-home lifestyle of  today, 
I began to go through some of  those stacks and boxes of  mainly 
old editions of  the Chatham News/Record. I haven’t finished yet 
but have thrown out some, after carefully clipping to save arti-
cles for a later day. The residue will go into a fire in our outdoor 
pit some cool fall evening.

What I have learned from that exercise of  reading and clip-
ping is about words – mainly that we should keep them tender 
and sweet since we never know when we might have to eat 
them, AND that the written word can often be confusing since it 
doesn’t allow for body language and expression or nuances.

Case in point about this item I found: long ago I wrote a column 
about federal income taxes, lamenting that filing that year had cost 
me a truckload of extra cash since taking a deduction on the ad-
vice of a tax advisor had been ruled a “no-no” by the auditor who 
objected. In that column, I tongue-in-cheek suggested we shoot 
the advisors for giving out bad advice, much as Shakespeare once 
wrote, “The first thing we do, let’s kill all the lawyers.”

In the next week’s edition, in a letter to the editor, a county 
resident raked me over the coals for that written comment and 
noted before closing that apparently the “IRS caught him good,” 
which sounded like he was accusing me of  doing something 
illegal. As I remember, I wasn’t about to get into a war of  words 
but I did send him a strongly worded letter suggesting he not 
go any further down that particular road and sent a copy to my 
family’s lawyer of  record.

So, friend, remember this point. Sometimes we can learn life 
lessons long after the event, as I hope I have with the written 
word. Still, it can be difficult to always hang onto the truth that 
the written word can convey various meanings, such as the 
note in a church bulletin once which read, “For those of  you 
who have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery down-
stairs.”

Keep trying.

Bob Wachs is a native of  Chatham County and retired long-time 
managing editor of  the Chatham News/Chatham Record, having 
written a weekly column for more than 30 years. During most of  
his time with the newspapers, he was also a bi-vocational pastor 
and today serves Bear Creek Baptist Church for the second time 
as pastor.
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My Haunted Hills experience: how I 
scared 2,000 people with dad jokes

If  you’ve visited Pittsboro’s new 
Haunted Hills Terror Drive or enjoy 

people-watching, 
strap on in. This 
fittingly spooky 
topic comes from 
weeks of  gathering 
notes on haunted 
house human 
behavior.

I am the creepy 
old woman grilling 
body parts, and I 
have stories to tell.

To develop 
my character, 
I researched 

every possible pun that she could 
make, including: “It’s an old family 
recipe,” “I could use a hand,” “I’m 
just pulling your leg,” and “Wasn’t 
that humerus?” During opening 
weekend, I offered these puns and 
more in quick succession, eliciting 
groans and cringes from nearly 
every car. That’s right — if  you can’t 
scare them, give them second-hand 
embarrassment and hope it sticks 
forever.

During an early night, a child no-
ticed the grilled arm and screamed 
out the car window: “I had alliga-
tor once!” Another child opened 
their minivan side door and yelled, 
“Come and get me!” But the bravest 
children were the ones who looked 
me square in the face and said: 
“Hello. How are you?” Even when 
their parents tried to offer them as a 
sacrifice. That is gumption.

The adults also had many clever 

comebacks, such as “Dang, those 
pajamas look comfortable.” Since 
I’ve mainly worn sweatpants in 
2020, I had plenty of  time to prepare. 
The adults also frequently called 
me their girlfriend, wife, mother or 
grandmother. I can only hope that 
this never gets back to the actual 
ladies in their life, because my 
character is not someone you would 
aspire to be.

I had some guests who loved 
Halloween to the point where they 
dressed up in creepy masks for 
the ride. If  you’ve taken it upon 
yourself  to bring your own plas-
tic arm and wave it at me, maybe 
you should just be in the haunted 
house. I signed up to scare, not get 
scared — although I did realize that 
the howling noises were not from 
the provided audio files but from 
real, nearby coyotes.

By the fifth weekend, my fellow 
actors and I had our scare tactics 
down to a science. Based on whether 
I heard screams, laughter, or “OH 
$#@+” from the previous scene, 
I would tailor my own scariness 
accordingly. I can’t give my tactics 
away quite yet, but let’s just say 
movement variation works aston-
ishingly well. My favorite guests 
are the ones who can shift from 
laughing to screaming in a matter of  
seconds.

At the end of  each night, it takes 
a few seconds to adjust back to the 
person I really am. I am not a creepy 
old woman grilling body parts; I 
am merely a millennial ready to go 

home and dig into some fun-size 
candy. It is rare that I walk alone 
at night without feeling scared for 
my own safety. I’ve known the very 
real terror of  being followed down 
Franklin Street or by a car in my 
own neighborhood. So, there is a 
certain power in knowing that I am 
the scary one, even if  only for a few 
hours.

Rachel Horowitz resides in Chatham 
County and works in Pittsboro. She 
is a graduate of  UNC-Chapel Hill’s 
Hussman School of  Journalism and 
Media and can be reached at millen-
nialmusings.nc@gmail.com.

North Carolina leads in jobs lost
There are about 300,000 fewer 

jobs in North Carolina today 
than there 
were in Feb-
ruary, before 
the start of  
the COVID-19 
recession. 
That’s a 7.5% 
drop in total 
employment 
— the biggest 
decline in 
the southern 
United States.

Our labor 
market also compares poorly 
on other measures. Our Sep-
tember unemployment rate of  
7.3% is higher than the regional 
average. Our neighboring states 
of  South Carolina (5.1%), Vir-
ginia (6.2%), Tennessee (6.3%) 
and Georgia (6.4%) all have 
lower jobless rates.

Nor is this just a statistical 
artifact driven by workers 
giving up and dropping out of  
the labor force. If  you compare 
the ratio of  people employed to 
the total working-age popula-
tion, all four neighboring states 
still rank higher than North 

Carolina.
On the other hand, Geor-

gia and South Carolina also 
rank significantly higher in 
COVID-19 death rates — 72 
and 71 per 100,000 residents, 
respectively, versus North 
Carolina’s 37, according to the 
latest counts from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. Virginia (40) and Tennes-
see (42) have modestly higher 
death rates, as well.

For the most part, all sides of  
the COVID-19 debate agree that 
Gov. Roy Cooper’s regulations 
have been among the strictest 
in the region. Disagreements 
arise about whether the bene-
fits of  Cooper’s approach have 
outweighed the costs — count-
ed not just in jobs, incomes, and 
businesses lost but in adverse 
medical, educational, and 
social consequences — as well 
as what North Carolina should 
do from this point forward to 
battle COVID-19 in the most 
cost-effective manner.

I have opinions about these 
questions, naturally. I bet you 
do, too. But can we first agree 
that some questions can’t be 

answered authoritatively right 
now, given our necessarily 
limited information?

For example, while it’s possi-
ble Cooper’s tighter regulations 
on bars, restaurants, public 
venues  and educational settings 
have reduced viral transmission 
enough to explain some of the 
difference in COVID-19 death 
rates, there are clearly other 
variables at work. Some states 
with regulations as tight or tight-
er than ours have higher death 
rates. Other states with many 
fewer business restrictions than 
in North Carolina, and where 
most schools are open for in-per-
son instruction, have compara-
ble or lower death rates.

Policy choices simply cannot 
explain all of  the variation in 
COVID-19 incidence and sever-
ity, or even most of  the varia-
tion. Differences in density, ur-
ban design, business structure, 
demographics, and medical 
care matter a great deal.

My view, stated repeatedly 
during the COVID-19 crisis, 
is that North Carolina should 
have allowed local communities 
more flexibility in developing 

public-health measures that 
best fit their risks and pref-
erences. Gov. Cooper should 
have consulted the other 
statewide-elected executives 
who comprise the Council 
of  State, rather than assum-
ing extra-constitutional and 
perpetual “emergency” power 
over private households and 
businesses. If  he felt he needed 
additional authority to act, he 
should have approached the 
General Assembly to secure it, 
since governors have no more 
powers in this arena than they 
are granted by legislation.

Moreover, I believe the gov-
ernor should have established 
more-reasonable guidelines for 
our public schools to reopen for 
in-person instruction, again in 
consultation with other elected 
officials. Many preschools, 
elementary schools, second-
ary schools, colleges, and 
universities have been open 
for in-person instruction for 
months now across much of  the 
country. While there have been 
COVID-19 outbreaks here and 
there, few have led to severe 
illness.

Schools have not been a ma-
jor source of  deadly infections. 
Those who predicted otherwise 
were mistaken, and ought to 
be willing to shift their views 
accordingly.

Over the coming months, we 
should be both determined and 
prudent. We should all take rea-
sonable precautions, absolute-
ly, but keeping schools, public 
venues, and large swaths of  
our economy closed or severely 
constrained indefinitely strikes 
me as the opposite of  reason-
able. Even when vaccines are 
available and widely adminis-
tered, the risk of  contracting 
COVID-19 will not suddenly 
drop to zero. We must accept 
the realities of  the situation on 
the ground.

And we must not accept 
North Carolina’s current dis-
tinction as first in the South in 
jobs lost.

John Hood (@JohnHoodNC) 
is chairman of  the John Locke 
Foundation and appears on 
“NC SPIN,” broadcast statewide 
at 7:30 p.m. Fridays and at 12:30 
p.m. Sundays on UNC-TV.

A surprise 
candidate in 2024

Guess what? The presidential election is just 
about to begin.

“You mean just about end,” I 
can hear you thinking.

But I am talking about the 
2024 presidential election 
campaign. It will be going 
strong even before all the votes 
in the 2020 contest have been 
counted.

No matter who wins this 
year, there will be an open seat 
in 2024. If  Trump wins, he will 
be term-limited and ineligible 
to run again.

Should Biden win, he will almost certainly not 
run for a second term that would begin when he 
would be 82. As he said earlier this year, “I view 
myself  as a transition candidate.”

Thus, whether or not Biden wins, Democratic 
presidential hopefuls will go to work immediately.

Kamala Harris, whether she is vice president-elect 
or simply a U.S. senator, will be pointing for 2024.

Other senators in contention include New 
Jersey’s Cory Booker, Minnesota’s Amy Klobu-
char, Colorado’s Michael Bennet, Virginia’s Tim 
Kaine and Massachusetts’ Elizabeth Warren.

Kaine may be less ambitious and flashy than 
his fellow senators, but is solid and has the 
experience of  running a national campaign as 
Hillary Clinton’s running mate in 2016.

Add former Colorado governor John Hicken-
looper to the list if  he wins a Senate seat in the 
2020 election.

Lots of  Democratic governors will be think-
ing about running, including: Andy Beshear 
of  Kentucky, Andrew Cuomo of  New York, Jay 
Inslee of  Washington state, Gavin Newsom of  
California, J. B. Pritzker of  Illinois, and Gretch-
en Whitmer of  Michigan.

Should North Carolina’s Governor Roy Cooper 
win a solid reelection victory, he could be in play 
as someone who could help Democrats win a 
competitive state in 2024.

There are many other prospects. Pete Butti-
gieg, the former mayor of  South Bend, Indiana; 
Stacey Abrams, the 2018 gubernatorial candidate 
in Georgia; and business leader Andrew Yang 
have, by their articulate and energetic campaigns, 
shown they can compete in any political race.

There will be more candidates and lots of  good 
competition, but I predict the Democratic nomi-
nee in 2024 will be Kamala Harris.

On the Republican side, a group of  Mikes 
will compete. Vice President Mike Pence will 
start out at the top of  the prospects list, closely 
followed by Secretary of  State Mike Pompeo and 
Ohio Governor Mike DeWine.

There is a covey of  U.S. senators including 
Marsha Blackburn of  Tennessee, Tom Cotton 
of  Arkansas, Ted Cruz of  Texas, Josh Hawley 
of  Missouri, Mike Lee of  Utah, Marco Rubio of  
Florida, Ben Sasse of  Nebraska, Rick Scott of  
Florida and Tim Scott of  South Carolina.

In addition to DeWine, other governors will 
compete, including Greg Abbott of  Texas, Ron De-
Santis of  Florida, Larry Hogan of Maryland, and 
Nikki Haley of  South Carolina, a former governor 
and current ambassador to the United Nations.

Other possibilities include Paul Ryan, the 
former House speaker, and former New Jersey 
Governor Chris Christie.

Then there are Ivanka and Donald Jr., and 
maybe other Trump family members who could 
claim the crown.

My prediction for the Republican nominee in 
2024 is Mike Pompeo. He has military, legislative 
and foreign policy credentials to go along with a 
record of  loyalty to Trump.

So, there you have it. In 2024, Kamala Harris 
and Mike Pompeo will win their party’s nomi-
nation and square off against each other in the 
general election.

You can count on it, except there is a wild card 
if  Donald Trump loses this year’s election.

That wild card is Trump.
Earlier this month former Trump aide Steve 

Bannon told The Australian newspaper that if  
Trump loses the 2020 election, he will run again 
in 2024. Bannon said, “I’ll make this predic-
tion right now: If  for any reason the election is 
stolen from, or in some sort of  way Joe Biden is 
declared the winner, Trump will announce he’s 
going to run for re-election in 2024. You’re not 
going to see the end of  Donald Trump.”

D.G. Martin hosts “North Carolina Bookwatch,” 
at 11 a.m. Sundays and 5 p.m. Tuesdays on UNC-
TV. The program also airs on the North Carolina 
Channel at 8 p.m. Tuesdays and other times.

Supporting 
Howard, Dasher 

and Flores for 
commissioner

TO THE EDITOR:

After reading inter-
views with all the can-
didates for Chatham 
County Commissioner 
(News + Record, October 
15-21), I am convinced that 
Democrats Karen Howard 
and Mike Dasher need 
to be re-elected and that 
Franklin Gomez Flores 
will bring an important 
new perspective from 
our Hispanic community. 
Howard and Dasher have 
done a fine job for the 
county and deserve anoth-
er term. Flores has an 
inspiring personal story 
as an immigrant, Cha-
tham County Schools and 
first generation college 
graduate from UNC and 
resident of  Siler City.

Electing these three 
people will provide a 
unique combination of  
experience and a fresh 
perspective. They bring a 
diversity of  viewpoints, 
based on their race and 
gender, that reflect the 
changing makeup of  
our county. They are 
supporting investment 
in the future: strength-
ening public schools and 
services to students with 
special needs; environ-
mental protection, with 
water quality being of  
particular concern; eval-
uation of  the health and 
mental health needs of  
residents; and equity and 
justice in our community. 

They believe in the role 
for effective government 
to improve the lives of  
the people who live here. 
Chatham County is in a 
strong financial position 
with a AAA bond rating 
thanks to good financial 
management. Continuing 
investment is necessary 
for a great community 
where we can live, work 
and play.

Among the specific 
issues that Howard, 
Dasher and Flores plan 
to address going forward: 
ongoing health concerns 
of  the pandemic and the 
economic fallout. We 
have benefited greatly 
from our commission-
ers following the advice 
of  health professionals 
and being consistent 
in their messaging and 
approach. We still need 
that. They are advocates 
for reasonably priced, 
reliable broadband for 
everyone. They have 
taken meaningful steps 
toward affordable hous-
ing (including rental) for 
all economic segments of  
our population and will 
do more. Addressing the 
climate crisis will require 
stronger action.

Howard and Dasher 
have proven their will-
ingness to work hard and 
make smart decisions 
through their service on 
numerous committees, 
the homework they do 
to prepare for meetings, 
and their participation 
in discussions. Flores 
embodies the American 
dream, currently serving 
on the Planning Board and 
seeking a Commissioner’s 

seat. He would be a model 
for young Latinos as to 
what they can achieve. I 
strongly support Howard, 
Dasher and Flores for 
Chatham County Commis-
sioners. I hope that you 
will do your research and 
support them, too.

Vickie Atkinson
Chapel Hill

We the players, in 
order to ...

TO THE EDITOR:

Let’s talk about the 
heart and soul of  sports. 

Play is its heart and fair 
play is its soul.

Fair play is epitomized 
on the baseball sandlots 
of  another era, before he-
licopter parenting, where 
rock-paper-scissors was 
the umpire. The wisdom 
of  those young neighbor-
hood athletes flies in the 
face of  the “dumb jock” 
sports slur carelessly 
tossed about by slugs of  
the world.

Sports playground 
wisdom often manifests in 
athletes who later become 
community and political 
leaders.

Consider Senator Bill 
Bradley — All-American 
at Princeton, Rhodes 
Scholar and New York 
Knicks Hall of  Famer — 
and his political opposite, 
Jackie Kemp — star 
Buffalo Bills quarterback, 
New York Congressman, 
Presidential candidate and 
Secretary of  Housing and 
Urban Development.

Though politically polar 
opposites as athletes, 
sports annals continue to 

admire their on-court and 
on-field accomplishments 
as does history admire 
their community contri-
butions.

Bradley and Kemp come 
from a time when Cassius 
Clay was sentenced to jail 
for his Vietnam War pac-
ifism only to be honored 
in 1996 as Muhammad 
Ali by lighting the Olym-
pic Flame at the Atlanta 
Games.

The heart and soul of  
sports don’t change much, 
but the times and we do.

Compare the Olympics 
making broadcasting 
history in 1936, when the 
Berlin Games were locally 
beamed out live in black 
and white, to today’s 24/7 
array of  satellite sports 
television networks giving 
international voice to the 
LeBrons, Megans, and 
Johnny Macs of  the sports 
world.

At heart, our sports 
fair play soul today allows 
disparate views of  the 
Curt Schillings and Colin 
Kaepernicks of  America 
to be heard. And it is our 
freedom as players and 
fans to agree with them 
or not.

One thing we players 
should agree on is our 
inalienable right as Ameri-
can citizens to vote.

If  we don’t vote, do we 
actually turn out to be 
dumb jocks? 

Find your voting infor-
mation here: www.vote.
org.

Peter Fox 
Chapel Hill

The writer is the founding 
executive producer of  

ESPN.
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the two groups swap on 
Thursday and Friday. As 
of  Tuesday, there were 12 
positive cases among CCS 
staff — one at Bonlee — 
and zero student cases, 
according the district’s 
COVID-19 tracking Goo-
gle document.

While it’s a lot of  
change to get used 
to, it’s worth it to see 
students in person, 
said Jayme Edwards, 
who teaches a combi-
nation-class of  1st and 
2nd graders at Bonlee. 
While reading a book 
about the adventures 
of  Spookley the Square 
Pumpkin to the class, 
Edwards was sure to 
show the pictures to the 
seven students spaced 
around the room in 
front of  her, as well as 
the seven others watch-
ing from Zoom.

“I’m gonna leave y’all 
with that,” Edwards 
says into her computer 
screen after finishing the 
reading. “Get ready for 
Thursday. All right, I’ll 
see you later. Bye, guys. I 
love you!”

A moment later she 
adds, “Go do Seesaw,” a 
virtual learning platform 
that houses assignments 
for students.

As she teaches, Edwards 
gently reminds one student 
to pull their mask above 
their nose; she adjusts her 
own pink mask a few times 
to ensure she is constantly 
setting the right example 
for her students.

“It’s been really, really 
smooth. The kids are 
super excited to be here,” 
Edwards told the News 
+ Record in a break 
between classes. “I guess 
my biggest challenge I’d 
say is for students with-
out internet, still making 
sure I’m reaching that 
one child. Personally I 
think my biggest chal-
lenge is not hugging 
them, but academically 
it’s probably just making 
sure that I’m reaching all 
kids and differentiating 
with them.”

At Bonlee, Principal 
Kim Taylor said about 
10% of  students have slow 
or no internet — about 30 
students. Out of  the stu-

dents able to return, Tay-
lor said there are about 40 
students who have chosen 
not to return to in-person 
learning, opting instead 
to continue with com-
pletely remote learning. 
For those students who 
are doing remote learning 
without reliable internet 
access — whether com-
pletely or as part of  their 
hybrid schedule — Taylor 
said teachers are making 
paper packets to send to 
students as well as calling 
them each day to check in 
on how they’re doing.

Every day, students are 
dropped off by parents 
or the buses starting 
at 7:30. Students in the 
parent-drop off must 
have their temperature 
checked and partake in 
a short symptom screen-
ing before getting out of  
their car. By that point, 
school employees have 
all already done health 

screenings too.
A new typical day 

looks like this: Students 
walk down the hallways 
marked by yellow tape, 
pick up their break-
fast bags and eat them 
in their classrooms. 
While they eat at their 
desks — spaced six feet 
apart — they are not 
allowed to talk, at least 
not until their masks are 
covering their mouth 
and nose once more. For 
Edwards, then there’s a 
social-emotional lesson, 
a reading lesson, a mini 
lesson, lunch, recess, 
two separate math 
lessons (for 1st and for 
2nd grade), specials (PE, 
music and art, “which 
are always a favorite”) 
and finally, social studies 
and science. 

Through it all, stu-
dents wear masks and 
remain at least six feet 
apart. Each student 

has a CCS lanyard with 
double-breakaway that 
attaches to their mask to 
keep it from falling even 
when it’s off for water 
breaks or eating. For 
Edwards, seeing her stu-
dents in person makes 
keeping track of  all the 
new rules worth it.

“Oh my gosh, my favor-
ite part for sure is seeing 
the kids — just having 
them in my classroom. I 
mean, this is my passion. 
I love it,” she said. “I was 
absolutely sick to my 
stomach losing them. But 
just having them here face 
to face, even though I can’t 
touch them, I can only be 
but so close, just being 
able to see physically 
what they’re doing, what 
they’re capable of  is abso-
lutely my favorite part.”

One of  Edwards’ stu-
dents, Mary Catherine 
Walden, says she’s happy 
to be back at school and 
doesn’t mind wearing 
a mask too much. Her 
favorite part of  school is 
specials — namely art 
— and she’s glad to see 
her friends and teachers 
again.

When asked how her 
first three days back to 
in-person school have 
been, Mary Catherine 
only gives a shy, “Good.” 
But the slight wrinkle 
of  her eyes confirms 
the slogan on her mask: 
“There’s a smile under 
here.”

So far, the transition 
has felt smooth and 
doable, Taylor said. Since 
the first day, the school 
added more yellow X’s to 
stretch the full duration 
of  the outdoor sidewalk, 
and they’ve had to replace 
some tape in the hallways. 
But it’s given Taylor con-
fidence that they’ll be able 
to handle more students 
returning, whenever 
the BOE decides for all 
students to return under 
Plan B.

As more and more 
counties around Cha-
tham send students back 
to school — more than 
8,000 Wake County Stu-
dents returned Monday 
and Charlotte-Meck-
lenburg Schools began 
a phased-in in-person 
approach Oct. 12 — it 
seems likely the board 
will move toward re-
opening, particularly if  
CCS does not see many 
COVID-19 cases. There 
is stark disagreement in 
the community about the 
best way to proceed; as 
many parents who are 
happy about the phased-
in reopening are angry 
about it, either because 
they think the plan is 
moving too slowly or too 
quickly. 

The BOE meets next 
for its regular meeting 
Nov. 9, when it plans to 
discuss a timeline for 
additional students to 
return under Plan B. The 

current phase of  re-
opening affects just over 
2,000 CCS students, but 
it also impacts teachers 
and the schools’ staff. 
While many proponents 
of  school reopening have 
emphasized the fact that 
parents have a choice in 
whether to send their 
students back or not, 
teachers and staff do not 
have the same luxury. 
Many teachers like Ed-
wards seem thrilled to be 
back with students, but 
for other teachers who 
feel unsafe, some feel 
choosing to speak openly 
could cost them their 
careers. Currently, teach-
ers can only opt to work 
completely remotely with 
a medical doctor’s note.

Taylor told the News 
+ Record that all of  her 
staff have been eager 
about returning, and that 
none have had “questions 
or concerns” about the 
return. She’s immensely 
grateful for her staff, who 
she says makes the transi-
tion possible.

“They have just em-
braced the new world,” 
Taylor said. “The goal 
is to see the kids, to be 
safe and to move them 
academically from where 
we left off March 13. And 
it’s happening.”

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached 
at hannah@chathamnr.
com.

PLAN B
Continued from page A1

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Bonlee School student Mary Catherine Walden is 
happy to be back at school under hybrid learning. 
That happiness is confirmed by the slogan on her 
mask: ‘There’s a smile under here.’

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Chatham County Schools sent some students back to in-person learning 
under Plan B last Monday. Artwork outside of Bonlee School’s 1st and 2nd 
grade classrooms emphasizes the new COVID-19 reality of being at school.



the one who decided. I 
was the one who said, ‘I’m 
going to vote here. Here 
is where my vote will go.’ 
And that’s how it went.”

The language barrier is 
one of  several challenges 
Ilana Dubester, the His-

panic Liaison’s executive 
director, has seen some 
Spanish-speaking voters 
struggle with in Cha-
tham and other counties 
across North Carolina. 
In the past, she said, the 
North Carolina Board of  
Elections would supply 
a translated ballot upon 
request. Though citizens 
wouldn’t actually vote on 
these translated ballots, 

they could use them as 
side-by-side guides when 
casting their official En-
glish ballots.

“It’s formatted exactly 
the same,” she said. “It 
looks exactly the same 
as an English ballot, but 
everything is in Spanish, 
except for, of  course, the 
candidates’ names.”

But the Hispanic Liai-
son hasn’t yet received a 

translated ballot from the 
state board — perhaps, 
Dubester said, because 
they’d sent in the request 
a little late. So instead, 
the Liaison went ahead 
and created their own for 
their clients. They asked 
the local board to approve 
the translated ballot as an 
official guide for Span-
ish-speaking voters at the 
precincts but haven’t yet 
heard back.

The Hispanic Liaison 
is also offering in-person 
voter assistance, in which 
staff and trained volunteers 
read ballots in Spanish to 
voters at polling places all 
over Chatham County. 

“We have flyers in En-
glish and Spanish that are 
posted at every precinct 
that state that if  you need 
assistance in Spanish or 
Portuguese, point to this 
flyer and the election 
official will call somebody 
from the Hispanic Liai-
son,” Dubester said, add-
ing, “And (then) we can go 
drive to the polling place 
and assist the voter.”

But the language barri-
er doesn’t just disadvan-
tage some Spanish-speak-
ing voters when it comes 
to filling out the ballot.

“When we’re talking 
about the older gener-
ation, first-generation 
immigrants, we’re talking 
about a lack of  access of  
information in Spanish, 
although it is getting 
better,” she said, adding, 
“What the candidates 
stand for, and who they 
are, what they believe 
in — things like that are 
scarce in Spanish.”

Many lack access to 
information about local 
candidates and offices 
especially, said Maria 
Gomez Flores, the Liai-
son’s advocacy and civic 
engagement program 
manager.

“I was helping out 
somebody, and they were 
really shocked with all the 
names on there,” she said. 
“They were expecting 
maybe two positions on 
there, so they were very 
shocked to see all these 
things. They’re like, ‘Wow, 
all these judges’ seats.’ 
And it’s like, they don’t 
have that access to infor-
mation about what these 
positions do and how they 
affect their lives.”

Many voters face that 
problem across the United 
States, Spanish-speaking 
or otherwise, Dubester 
added, but it’s particularly 
acute for Spanish-speaking 
voters. After all, even if  
people refer Spanish-speak-
ing voters to candidates’ 
websites, those sites are all 
mostly in English.

“A lot of  us are bilin-
gual, and (the) second 
generation mostly is,” she 
said, “but nonetheless, we 
still have a lot of  first-gen-
eration immigrants in 
America and in our coun-
ty who may speak English 

but may not read English 
well enough to understand 
the jargon of a candidate 
and what it is they’re 
going to do for them.”

Gomez Flores also said 
she’s noticed that orga-
nizations and political 
parties haven’t engaged 
in much Hispanic and 
Spanish outreach in Siler 
City — perhaps, she said, 
because of  the language 
barrier or historically 
lower turnout among the 
Hispanic community.

“This one-on-one interac-
tion is important with the 
Latinx community because 
it’s how you get to mobilize 
the Latinx community,” 
she said. “COVID has exac-
erbated or it has hindered 
that especially because like 
in the Latinx community, 
it’s bad manners if you 
don’t ‘saludar’ (greet oth-
ers). ‘Saludar’ is very big in 
our community.” 

The annual Hispanic 
Heritage Fiesta would 
have helped bridge that 
gap somewhat, Dubester 
said, since some candi-
dates would attend and 
set up outreach booths, 
while other groups would 
help register voters.

“COVID has really 
hampered those door-to-
door efforts and things 
like that,” she said, “so 
it’s all kind of  confined to 
the virtual world, which 
makes it even harder 
because there is such a 
tech divide for our people 
in terms of  access.”

But despite challenges, 
López didn’t find it too 
difficult to vote — and she 
wouldn’t let anything stop 
her anyway. For her, the de-
cision to vote is a very sim-
ple one. After all, she’s not 
just voting for herself. She’s 
voting for working class 
families, the downtrodden 
poor and parents separated 
from their children.

“We Hispanics … the 
majority come here out of  
necessity,” she said. “They 
don’t come for fun because 
they suffer here. They 

don’t come here to enjoy 
themselves. They come 
here to suffer and work.”

She, too, came to work. 
López arrived in Siler 
City around 1994 and 
worked at the Townsend 
poultry processing plant 
for 17 years alongside her 
husband until the plant 
closed. Now retired, she 
votes to make political 
leaders see “us as people, 
not as things without 
importance.”

“I hope everything 
will get better,” she said. 
“Whoever ends up with 
the presidency, well, I 
just ask our father God 
that he be aware, that he 
be considerate of  all the 
people and (especially) 
the poor ... I hope that he 
will think of  everyone — 
everyone — in need.”

But voting also rep-
resents something more 
to her. It’s the right and 
privilege she won in 2018, 
when she became a U.S. 
citizen after long hours of  
studying and memoriza-
tion — something made 
all the harder by the fact 
that she didn’t have the 
opportunity to attend 
school in Mexico.

“It was very important 
for me to achieve citizen-
ship,” she said, adding, 
“I never imagined that 
I would achieve it in my 
life. Never.”

In Mexico, her father 
used to tell her that voting 
was his civic obligation, 
and now she’s following 
his example.

“He didn’t know how 
to read or write, but he 
always completed his 
civic duty,” López said, 
adding, “There was never 
a year he didn’t go vote. I 
feel like I have to do it. I 
like it, and I think it is an 
obligation that we have to 
fulfil — even people like 
us who aren’t originally 
from this country.”

Reporter Victoria Johnson 
can be reached at victo-
ria@chathamnr.com.

First-time Hispanic voters in Siler City share 
voting experiences, hopes for 2020 election

BY VICTORIA 
JOHNSON

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Siler 
City resident Kimberly 
Lara has been sending 
letters to her congressio-
nal representatives and 
political leaders since she 
was in elementary school.

“In class, the teach-
ers would jokingly ask, 
‘Who here has talked to 
Obama?’” Lara said. “And 
I would tell them like, ‘Oh, 
I sent a letter,’ and people 
thought I was joking. They 
didn’t understand that 
was a thing you could do.” 

But this year, she raised 
her voice another way. 
Finally 18, she just voted 
in her first general elec-
tion — just like hundreds 
of  thousands of  first-time 
Hispanic voters across 
North Carolina, young or 
old, foreign-born or not.

Lara voted early Mon-
day at Paul Braxton Gym 
with a fellow first-time 
voter — as well as quite 
a few cheerleaders for 
democracy. 

“The part that really 
stood out to me was how 
many people were there 
in support of  first-time 
voters,” she said, adding, 
“As soon as we stepped 
out of  the car, I asked 
where we were supposed 
to go. And they’re like, 
‘Are you a first-time 
voter?’ And I said, ‘Yeah,’ 
and they started cheering 
us on.”

Though she said she 

knows local government 
has more direct influence 
on her life, national — 
and even global — issues 
drove her to the polls. 

“Something I’m very, 
very passionate about 
is climate change, and I 
really like Biden’s plan,” 
she said. “It’s not exactly 
the Green New Deal that 
I wanted, but it’s really 
close to something and I 
really appreciate that.” 

Lara also said she’d like 
to see immigrant fami-
lies reunited after many 
were separated under the 

Trump administration’s 
“Zero Tolerance” policy, 
which sought to deter 
illegal immigration by 
separating parents and 
children who illegally 
crossed the border.

“It’s devastating,” she 
said. 

Likewise, immigration 
policies are a top prior-
ity for Noemi Mora, a 
19-year-old Siler City res-
ident who works with the 
Hispanic Liaison. She just 
voted in her first general 
election, too.

“Voting is very im-

portant to me because it 
allows me to use my voice 
to stand up for others who 
can’t,” she said. “An issue 
that is very important to 
me is immigration, as I 
am the daughter of  immi-
grants.”

Yet voting wasn’t quite 
the smooth ride she had 
hoped it’d be. She’d voted in 
person in the March prima-
ries, and she said it’d been 
a quick experience, but this 
time, as always, COVID-19 
changed everything. 

“In these elections, I 
kind of  always knew that I 
was going to vote through 
mail,” Mora said. “Just 
because what’s going on 
with coronavirus, I didn’t 
exactly want to be in line 
in a place where a lot of  
people were going to be.”

She sent out a written 
absentee ballot request 
in late August but heard 
nothing back. She began 
to get a little worried, 
especially after she 
heard her colleagues had 
received their ballots 
about a week after they’d 
requested them.

“And I was like, ‘Oh, 
my God, really? What did 
I do wrong?’” she said. 

She sent out another 
written request and yet 
again didn’t receive a re-
sponse, so finally she sub-
mitted an online request, 
which she said was “a lot 
better.” She received her 
ballot, and the ability to 
track it helped put her 
mind at ease.

“It was a little stressful 

simply because I was 
scared that my ballot 
wasn’t going to be accept-
ed or that it was going to 
take too long to get to the 
Chatham County Board 
of  Elections,” she said, but 
everything worked out.

María Asunción Rosas 
Moreno immigrated from 
Mexico to Siler City six or 
seven years ago. In 2017, 
she became a U.S. citizen, 
and now in 2020, she just 
cast her ballot for the first 
time.

“I got to vote now 
because previously, when 
there was the other na-
tional election, I was still 
a resident,” she said, “and 
now that I’m a citizen, I 
can vote for the president 
... the national (candi-
dates), local (candidates), 
the governor, every-
thing.” 

Rosas Moreno, 40, 
wanted to vote in 2018, but 
she wasn’t sure how to 
register and couldn’t send 
in her application in time. 
But this time, she got 
help from the Hispanic 
Liaison.

“They helped me a bit 
with the address because 
I had the form complet-
ed,” she said, “but I just 
needed the exact address 
to know where to send it.”

Once registered, Rosas 
Moreno voted in person 
on Oct. 16, the second day 
of  early voting. Among 
other things, she said she 
hopes election winners 
will work to bring jobs 
back from abroad. 

“The changes I hope to 
see more than anything 
are that they give priority 
to the people residing in 
the country,” she said, 
adding, “And it’s also 
important all that we do 
to stop climate change 
because it affects people 
as much as it affects 
animals.”

All three first-time 
voters expressed faith in 
the power of  even a single 
vote.

Voting is a privilege, 
Lara said, and it’s one 
many people in her com-
munity don’t have. That’s 
why she values even a 
single vote.

“It makes me kind of  
sad that I know that a 
lot of  people want to do 
something that was so 
simple, and they can’t 
have the privilege of  
doing something that 
only takes a couple of  
minutes,” she said, “but 
it makes me feel good to 
know that I can do some-
thing about it even if  it’s 
small.”

Besides, Lara added, if  
1,000 people all think one 
vote doesn’t matter, “we 
lose 1,000 votes.”

That also resonates 
with Rosas Moreno.

“By voting, we make 
our voices count,” she 
said. “If  we don’t vote, 
well, someone else has to 
decide for us.”

Reporter Victoria Johnson 
can be reached at victo-
ria@chathamnr.com.
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Submitted photo

Kimberly Lara, 18, voted early on Monday at Paul 
Braxton Gym in Siler City with her boyfriend, 
Fernando Soto. Both of them voted for the first 
time in a general election.

BARRIERS
Continued from page A1

Staff photo by Patsy Montesinos

Ilana Dubester, the Hispanic Liaison’s executive 
director, helped organize an early voting event 
with Poder NC Action and Voto Latino Chatham to 
support Hispanic voters. The event, called ‘Abrazo 
de Poder,’ took place on Sunday in front of Paul 
Braxton Gym.

BOLD
CONSTRUCTION

buildBOLDnc.com



OBITUARIES

DARIEN LEE BLACK 
Darien Lee Black, 54, of  Lib-

erty passed away on Thursday, 
Ocober 15, 2020, at his home in 
Siler City. 

Knotts & Son Funeral Home 
is serving the family. 

LOUISE (THOMAS) CLARK
Mrs. Louise Clark, 97, of  New 

Hill passed away on Sunday, 
October 18, 2020, at her resi-
dence. 

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home in Sanford.

CONRAD B. CHANCE
Conrad B. Chance, 72, of  Siler 

City passed away on Tuesday, 
October 20, 2020, at Laurels of  
Chatham.  

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home. 

IULA ALSTON DARK 
Mrs. Iula Alston Dark, 82, of  

Siler City passed away Wednes-
day, October 21, 2020, at Cha-
tham Hospital. 

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home. 

ANGELA MARLENE 
BEASLEY MCNEILL

Angela Marlene Beasley Mc-
Neill, 55, passed away Tuesday, 
October 20, 2020, at First Health 
Hospice House. 

The graveside service was 
held on Friday, October 23, 
2020, at 2 p.m. at Unity Grove 
Baptist Church in Carthage 
with Rev. Gary Reeder and Rev. 
Josh Leroy presiding. 

Angie was born in Moore 
County on July 12, 1965, to 
Woodrow Wilson Beasley and 
Marilyn Lovenia Sides Beasley. 
She attended Trinity Wesley-
an Church. Angie worked in 
restaurants as a waitress and as 
a cook at Golden Waffle. In ad-
dition to her parents, Angie was 
preceded in death by her infant 
son, Jerry Dustin McNeill. 

She is survived by sons, Der-
ek Wayne McNeill and Dillon 
Seth McNeill, both of  the home; 
brothers, Terry Beasley of  El-
gin, S.C., and Woody Allen Bea-
sley of  Robbins; sisters, Pamela 
Beasley Hinson of  Robbins and 
Holly Beasley of  Cameron.

In lieu of  flowers, memori-
als may be made to Randolph 
County SPCA, 300 W. Bailey 
St., Asheboro, NC 27203 or the 
American Cancer Society, P.O. 
Box 42040, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma 73123.

Memorials may be made to 
Randolph County SPCA, 300 
W. Beasley St., Asheboro, N.C. 
27203 or the American Cancer 
Society, PO Box 42040, Oklaho-
ma City, Oklahoma 73123. 

Condolences may be offered 
online at www.joycebrady-
chapel.com. 

VERONICA ELAINE 
(MINTER) MORGAN

Veronica Elaine Morgan, 
73, of  Broadway, passed 
away Monday, October 19, 
2020, at Liberty Commons 
Rehabilitation Center in 
Sanford.

Funeral services were held 
at 2 p.m. Saturday, October 
24, 2020, a Cameron Grove 
A.M.E. Zion Church, with 
burial following in the church 
cemetery.

PATSY ‘PENNY’ VERNICE 
HEADEN

Patsy “Penny” Vernice Head-
en, 57, of  Siler City passed away 
on Thursday, October 22, 2020, 
at her home. 

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home. 

NANCY YVONNE LITTLE
Mrs. Nancy Yvonne Little, 

70, of  Siler City passed away on 
Thursday, October 22, 2020.

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home.                                                  

LILLIE ONETIA HEADEN
Lilie Onetia Headen, 61, of  

Goldston passed away Sunday, 
October 25, 2020, at her resi-
dence.  

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home in Sanford.  

WILLIS HERBERT BRADY  
Willis Herbert Brady, 94, 

passed away Friday, October 
23, 2020, at Moore Regional 
Hospital. 

The graveside service was 
held Tuesday, October 27, 2020, 
at 3 p.m. at High Falls UMC 
with Rev. Robert Kidd and Rev. 
Chris Wilson presiding.

Willis was born in Randolph 
County on June 29, 1926, to Wi-
ley Herbert Brady and Bertha 
Mae Welch. He attended High 
Falls Friends Church. Willis 
worked for the N.C. Dept. of  
Transportation for 20 years, 
Trotter Furniture for 25 years, 
and Moore County Collection 
Centers for 15 years. In addition 
to his parents, Willis was pre-
ceded in death by his son, Gary 
Lynn Brady, sister, Pauline 
Kowal, brother, Odell Brady, 
and granddaughter, Angel 
Garner. 

He is survived by sons, Odell 
Brady of  Robbins, Michael 
Brady of  Asheboro and David 
Brady of  High Falls; sisters, 
Helen Councilman of  Bear 
Creek, Ester Garner of  Arch-
dale; three grandchildren, and 
five great-grandchildren.

In lieu of  flowers, memori-
als may be made to High Falls 
Christian Church Fellowship 
Hall Fund, 1159 Hwy 22, High 
Falls, N.C. 27259.

Condolences may be offered 
online at www.joycebrady-
chapel.com.

WILTON GILMER 
SEAWELL

Mr. Wilton Gilmer Seawell, 90, 
of Robbins passed away on Thurs-
day, February 6, 2020, at First 
Health Hospice in Pinehurst.

A graveside memorial service 
was held at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
October 24, 2020, at High Falls 
U.M.C. Cemetery with Rev. Tom 
Hallberg officiating.

Wilton was born January 
30, 1930, in Moore County, the 
son of  Gilmer Flower Seawell 
and Elva Phillips Seawell. He 
retired from Collins & Aik-
man after 45 years of  serice. 
In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his 
brother, Billy John Seawell and 
one granddaughter. 

Surviving are his wife of  72 
years, Betty Jean Seawell of  
the home; sons, Jerry Wade 
Seawell and Stanley Wilton 
Seawell, both of  High Falls; a 
brother, Herman Seawell of  
Carthage; a sister, Betty S. Da-
vis of  Charlotte; three grand-
children and four great-grand-
children. 

Memorials are requested to 
the High Falls U.M.C. General 
Fund, 324 Frieson Road, High 
Falls, N.C. 27259. 

Condolences may be offered 
online at www.joycebrady-
chapel.com. 

ERNEST GLENN COLEY
Ernest Glenn Coley, 82, of  

Sanford, passed away on Thurs-
day, October 22, 2020, at Central 
Carolina Hospital.

A graveside service was held 
Saturday, October 24, 2020, at 11 
a.m. at Buffalo Cemetery with 
Jody McNeill officiating.  

He was born on May 31, 1938, to 
the late Lee and Mildred Thomp-
son Coley. In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded in death 
by brothers, Leslie Coley and Bob-
by Coley. Glenn was a long-time 
member of Edgewood Presbyte-
rian Church where he served as a 
Deacon and sang in the Choir. 

Glenn is survived by his 
wife, Catherine Godwin Coley; 
son, Ron Coley of  Sanford; 
daughter, Cathy Wicker of  
Sanford; one granddaughter; 
and sisters, Connie Hickman 
and Velma Rogers. both of  
Sanford.

Condolences may be made at: 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com

MELICENT HUNEYCUTT-VERGEER  
Melicent Huneycutt-Vergeer passed 

away peacefully at her home in Pitts-
boro on Wednesday, October 21, 2020, 
at the age of  93.  

Meli was predeceased by her hus-
band John Vergeer and survived by 
her three siblings, Carolyn Basham, 
Jerome Huneycutt and Margie Hun-
eycutt. 

In her life, Meli was a Presbyterian 
mission worker and pastor, teacher, 
friend and mentor, touching the lives 
of  many.

Condolences may be made at www.
donaldsonfunerals.com.
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JOHN FRANKLIN GRIMES III   
John Grimes passed from his earth-

ly home to his Heavenly home on 
Tuesday morning, October 20, 2020, 
after only a few days under hospice 
care.

He was born March 15, 1943, in 
Salisbury, N.C, the son of  John F. 
Grimes Jr., and Virginia Williams 
Grimes. He considered one of  his 
life’s great blessings to have grown up 
in the small mill town of  Cooleemee 
in Davie County. He grew up on Davie 
Street along with over 40 young chil-
dren, many of  whom became lifelong 

friends. Their antics at the “Bull Hole” are the stuff of  which 
endless stories have been told.

He grew up in the Methodist church in Cooleemee. Upon 
moving to Siler City, he became a member of  First Bap-
tist Church where he served as Chairman of  the Board of  
Deacons and taught Sunday School youth and adult men 
reflecting the influence of  his maternal grandfather, who was 
a Primitive Baptist preacher in Stanly County. 

He was a patriotic citizen and took seriously the obligation 
to vote. He cast his first vote after registering as a Repub-
lican in Davie County as an 18-year-old. He voted in every 
subsequent national, state, and municipal election, wherever 
he lived in his life, including his years of  military service 
abroad. His last vote was on Friday, October 16, four days 
prior to his passing.

He was an outstanding athlete, widely recruited as a Davie 
County High School senior throughout the South and the re-
cipient of  22 offers of  full grant-in-aid scholarships, including 
every school in the ACC. He was the first athlete from Davie 
County to receive an athletic scholarship to a Division 1 
NCAA school. He was inducted into the Davie County Athlet-
ic Hall of  Fame in 2007.

He entered Wake Forest in 1961, enrolled in the ROTC 
program, joined Sigma Chi fraternity, made many enduring 
friendships, was a Coach Tate-designated BlueChip football 
player and team captain, and earned a Bachelor of  Science 
degree. At the conclusion of  his collegiate career, he re-
ceived pro offers from the Baltimore Colts and the Cleveland 
Browns, but opted rather to fulfill his military obligation. He 
served as a commissioned officer and Troop Commander in 
the 3rd/8th Cavalry of  the 8th Infantry Division in Germany, 
retiring with the rank of  Captain.

In 1968, in response to a letter from his father-in-law asking 
him to join Cecil Budd Tire Company, he came to Siler City. 
His career as a successful businessman there spanned 49 
years.

He was intensely interested in political matters and be-
came the first and only Republican elected to the Chatham 
County Board of  Commissioners during the twentieth cen-
tury. Not only was he elected, he led the ticket, serving from 
1994-1998. He then turned his political interests to Siler City, 
running successfully for District 4 Town Commissioner from 
1999-2003, and re-elected for subsequent terms in 2003, 2007, 
and 2011. He was a peer-elected Mayor Pro Tem for 10 years 
before winning terms for Mayor in 2013, 2015, 2017, and 2019. 
Mayor Grimes died during his fourth term.

He was awarded the Order of  the Long Leaf  Pine, North 
Carolina’s highest civilian honor, given to persons who have 
made significant contribution to the state through their ex-
emplary service and exceptional accomplishments.

He was a former volunteer fireman for the Town, a board 
director for Capital Bank, an Eagle Scout, and a member in 
good standing of  Alcoholic Anonymous since 1985. For 35 
years, each February he celebrated his sobriety birthday 
with a German Chocolate Cake at an AA meeting. Usually he 
was the speaker and asked to share his experience, strength, 
and hope.

Governor James Martin appointed him to the Commission 
for Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse 
Services and to the Governor’s Advisory Commission on 
Military Affairs. Later in life, he would pass small gratitude 
cards to members of  the military whenever he encountered 
them to thank them for their service. 

He was a unique and amazing combination of  strength and 
gentleness, fortitude tempered by compassion, and resilience 
sustained by great faith and assurance of  grace by his heav-
enly Father. 

Among his varied interests were walking through nature, 
especially at the farm, bird hunting with his bird dog Zeus, 
routinely reading a morning newspaper over coffee, working 
the daily Boggle BrainBusters puzzle, selecting fresh fruit 
with great expertise acquired from his Granddaddy Grimes, 
following Wake Forest sports and keeping up with his many 
friends through social media and his iPhone. He began each 
day sitting in front of  the big sunny window in his breakfast 
room surrounded by his books. After awaking, he would 
quip, “I’m headed for my library now.”  

The Family wishes to acknowledge the extraordinary at-
tention paid to him throughout the past years by Pastor Cecil 
Wilson who has faithfully walked with us through this jour-
ney and over the last year drove to our home repeatedly and 
stood in the driveway looking at John through the window 
and praying for him. It was a great, great comfort. 

All these things were important to him, but his greatest 
joy came from his family. He carried on a lifelong correspon-
dence with his sister, receiving his most recent letter from 
her a few weeks before his passing. During the last weekend 
of  his life, family members repeatedly asked if  there was 
anything he wanted. He answered, “I want to see my grand-
children.” Quickly they responded, loving their Daddi’ as 
only they could.

In a moving tribute by a member of  Congress, the family 
was notified that the American Flag flown over the Capitol 
Building in Washington, D.C., on the day of  his passing has 
been sent to Siler City for use at his service.

His service was on the grounds of  Chatham Charter School 
on Saturday, October 24. A private interment was held at 
Mount Vernon Springs Presbyterian Church with full mili-
tary honors. Pastor Cecil Wilson officiated.

Pallbearers were Fred Pierce, Mitch Dorsett, Mike Kelly, 
Gary Tyson, Danny Albright, Jonathan Grimes, Andrew 
Maddox, Keyes Hudson and Jim Januzelli. Honorary pall-
bearers were Albert Alston, James Jordan, Jim Davis, Ed 
Spence, Art Bergida, Chuck Maley, John Hinton, Bill Milho-
len, Jason Januzelli and Josh Januzelli.

The service was broadcast internationally via the web 
www.nfiradio.com and can be seen at https://youtu.
be/6A6QL3u8xw0.

He is survived by his wife of  55 years, Cecilia Budd Grimes; 
two sons, John Thomas and wife Alysia of  Clemmons, N.C., 
and Stephen and wife Marcia of  Siler City; a sister, Kathy 
Januzelli and brother-in-law Jim of  Lawrenceville, Georgia; 
grandchildren Alaina and Andrew, Jonathan, Abigail, Julia, 
Tucker, Sophia, Daniel and several nieces and nephews.

Memorials may be made to Fellowship Hall, P.O. Box 13890, 
Greensboro, NC 27415 or to Mount Vernon Springs Presby-
terian Church Cemetery Fund, 1225 Mount Vernon Springs 
Road, Siler City, NC 27344.

LARRY OLDHAM 
Larry Oldham, 76, of  Liberty died 

Sunday, October 18, 2020, at his home. 
Mr. Oldham was born March 8, 

1944, a Chatham County native, the 
son of  James Marshall and Blanche 
Marley Oldham.  

Larry was an Army veteran in 
the Vietnam war. He enjoyed play-
ing golf, fishing, and working in the 
garden. You could find him in front 
of  the television for NASCAR racing. 
He loved getting to fly and spending 
time at the beach. In addition to his 
parents, Larry was preceded in death 

by his wife, Brenda Holt Oldham, and brothers, Marshall and 
Russell Oldham.   

He is survived by his son, Dennis Oldham of  the home; 
brother, Byron Oldham and wife Nancy; father-in-law, Bryce 
Holt; brother-in-law, Mike Holt and wife Gwen, all of  Siler 
City; and canine best friend, Indie.

Mr. Oldham laid in repose from 12 to 5 p.m. on Wednes-
day, October 21, 2020, at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home. A 
graveside service was held at 11 a.m. on Thursday, October 
22, 2020, at Rives Chapel Baptist Church Cemetery, 4258 Rives 
Chapel Road, Siler City with Rev. Keith Newell and Rev. 
Tripp Foltz officiating. 

In lieu of  flowers, donations may be made to the American 
Cancer Society, 4A Oak Branch Dr., Greensboro, N.C. 27407. 

Smith & Buckner funeral home assisted the Oldham fami-
ly. 

Online condolences may be made at: www.pughfuneral-
home.com.

MICHAEL EDWARD BRENNAN 
Michael Edward Brennan, age 79, of  Pittsboro, died 

Monday, October 19, 2020, at SECU Jim & Betsy Bryan UNC 
Hospice Home.

Michael was born in Covington, Kentucky, on July 8, 1941, 
to the late Edward John Brennan and Rose Talley Brennan.

Michael was  preceded in death by his parents and his 
sister, Patricia A. Cleek. 

Surviving relatives include his wife Joyce R. Brennan of  
Pittsboro; two daughters, Sharon A. Brennan of  Austin, Tex-
as, and Catherine R. Brennan and partner Robin L. Franklin 
of  Durham, N.C. 

The family is planning a private memorial service. There 
are no public services planned at this time. 

In lieu of  flowers the family asks for memorial contribu-
tions to be made in Michael’s memory to UNC Hospice, P.O. 
Pox 1077, Pittsboro, N.C. 27312, or Chattanooga State Foun-
dation, CBIH Building, Suite 210, 4501 Amnicola Highway, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37406.

Condolences may be made at www.donaldsonfunerals.com.
Donaldson Funeral Home & Crematory is honored to serve 

the Brennan family.

CLYDIE OLDHAM MEACHAM SLAGLE 
On October 21, 2020, the Lord 

called home one of  his angels to her 
well-deserved place in Heaven. Clydie 
Oldham Slagle, age 92, was born in 
Chatham County to the late Clyde 
Oldham and Martha Jones Oldham 
White. 

Surrounded by her family; Clydie’s 
passing came after a valiant battle 
with several medical issues. Clydie 
was preceded in death by her hus-
band of  32 years Siler Slagle, her step-
father Phil White, her sister Myrna 
Womble, her brother J.R. White, her 

son-in-law Al Slagle, and her first husband Carl Meacham.  
She leaves behind Carlene (Luther) White of  Chapel Hill, 

Candace Slagle of  Franklin, Wayne (Amy) Meacham of  
Pittsboro, Gary (Cindy) Meacham of  Chapel Hill; step-daugh-
ters, Kathy Slagle (Danny) Tinsley of  Franklin, and Christine 
Slagle (Robert Martin) of  Black Mountain; 13 grandchildren 
and 12 great- grandchildren. 

Clydie attended school in Bynum and Pittsboro and spent 
the first 50 years of  her life in Chatham County raising her 
four children and working at the UNC Dental School. She 
later met and married Siler and moved to western North Car-
olina where she spent the last 42 years of  her life surrounded 
by the beauty of  the Cartoogechaye community and the 
Slagle farm. While here she worked with the Macon County 
Health Department for 12 years prior to retirement. Clydie’s 
love of  her life was her family and spending time with them. 
She enjoyed crafting, gardening, reading, her church life, and 
communing with nature. She was a friend to anyone she got 
to know and developed lasting bonds with people in her com-
munity early in life near Chapel Hill and later in Franklin.  

The family would like to thank the devoted people from 
Hospice, especially Sherry Dills, Lisa Dozier, and Elizabeth 
Thomason for their loving care of  Clydie. 

A private family service and burial will be held at a future 
date.  

Memorials may be made to Kids’ Place, 330 W. Main St., 
Franklin, N.C. 28734 or Memorial United Methodist Church, 
4668 Old Murphy Rd., Franklin, N.C. 28734.

See OBITUARIES, page A9



MACK GALE BLACK JR.
Mack Gale Black Jr., 80, of  

Broadway, died Tuesday, Octo-
ber 20, 2020, at his home.  

Graveside funeral services 
were conducted on Friday, 
October 23, 2020, at 2 p.m. at Mt. 
Pisgah Presbyterian Church 
Cemetery with Rev. Doug Hous-
ton officiating.

He was born in Lee County, 
son of  the late Mack Gale Black 
Sr. and Wilma Morrison Black. 
He was preceded in death by his 
parents, and his first wife, Inez 
McCormick Black. He was a 
member of  Mount Pisgah Pres-
byterian Church and retired 
from This End Up Furniture.   

Surviving are his wife, Ann 
Thomas Black, of  the home; 
sister, Carolyn Sutton of  
Sanford; brothers, Jerry Black 
of  Ash, and Mitchell Black of  
Sanford;  step-children, Paula 
Layton of  Sanford, and Bob 
Hart of  Topsail Beach; three 
step-grandchildren and twelve 
step-great-grandchildren.  

Online condolences can be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com. 

Arrangements are by the 
Smith Funeral Home of  Broad-
way.

NANCY CAROLYN BYRD 
HORTON 

Nancy Carolyn Byrd Hor-
ton, 81, of  Durham, passed 
away on Tuesday, October 20, 
2020, at Duke Regional Hospi-
tal. 

A celebration of  life ser-
vice was conducted at 2 p.m. 
Saturday, October 24, 2020, at 
Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church with 
the Rev. Tim Williford and Rev. 
Randy Umberger, officiating. 
Burial followed in the church 
cemetery.  

She was born in Chatham 
County on August 28, 1939, 
daughter of  Paul Preston Byrd 
and Minnie Thelma Johnson 
Byrd. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, broth-
ers, Richard Byrd and Preston 
Byrd, sisters, Dottie Wayne Far-
rell and Odell Currie. She had 
worked for Belk. 

She is survived by her hus-
band of  60-plus years, Percy W. 
Horton of  the home; daugh-
ters, Cindy A. Horton of  the 
home, Wanda G. Horton and 
Pamela “Pam” H. Powell, both 
of  Durham; five grandchil-
dren; and three great-grand-
children. 

Donations may be made in 

her honor to New Life Church, 
10260 Chapel Hill Road, Mor-
risville, NC 27560 to be used 
toward Operation Christmas 
Child boxes.  

WALTER SWANSON
Walter Swanson, 88, of  

Sanford, died on Sunday, 
October 18, 2020, at Westfield 
Rehabilitation and Health 
Center.

Walter was born in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., on May 26, 1932, to Olga 
and Eugene Swanson. A grad-
uate of  Upsala College, Easy 
Orange, N.J., he joined Alpha 
Metals, and he remained there 
until he retired. He was proud 
of  his service in the U.S. Navy 
during the Korean War.  

He was preceded in death by 
his first wife, Marie Anderson 
Swanson.

He is survived by his wife 
Ellie Swanson; children, Peter 
Swanson and Ingrid Cotterell, 
both residing in England; 
seven grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren.

Arrangements by Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home. 

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com. 

SYLVIA ROUSE 

Sylvia Rouse died at her home on 
October 23, 2020, in Chapel Hill, N.C., 
surrounded by her family.

Sylvia was born on August 31, 1937, 
in Jamesport, N.Y., to her parents 
Joseph and Helen Konchalski. She 
married Edward Rouse in 1956. She 
was employed by the Town of  South-
old for 25 years and retired in 1995.

After retiring, the Rouse’s moved 
to Chapel Hill where they enjoyed 25 
years of  active retirement. Sylvia was 
a long time member of  the Chapel 
Hill Tennis Club and won many 

awards for her baking skills. Sylvia was a loving and caring 
wife and mother.

Sylvia is survived by her husband, Edward, her daughter 
and son-in-law, Karen and Kieran O’Dwyer of  Pittsboro, N.C., 
her sister Jeanette Cain of  Flanders, N.Y., and three nieces 
and a nephew. 

She is preceded in death by her daughter, Cathy Miller and 
her sister JoAnn Grathwohl of  Cutchogue, N.Y.

Sylvia will be buried in a private ceremony on October 30, 
2020. A funeral mass will take place at 10:00 a.m. Friday, Oc-
tober 30, at St. Thomas More Catholic Church in Chapel Hill. 
All are welcome to celebrate Sylvia’s life. 

In lieu of  flowers, please donate to St. Thomas More Catho-
lic Church in Chapel Hill. 

Walker’s Funeral Home of  Chapel Hill has been entrusted 
with the caring for the Rouse family.

www.walkersfuneralservice.com.
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Pittsboro appoints new chief, rezones land, honors late mayor
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — The town’s board of  
commissioners swore in a new police chief  
on Monday before addressing matters of  
land development and honoring the late 
mayor of Siler City, John F. Grimes.

After six months without a police 
chief, Town Manager Chris Kennedy has 
made one of  his first major public deci-
sions with the selection of  Lt. Clarence 
“Shorty” Johnson Jr. to fill the role.

Johnson has served as Pittsboro’s 
interim police chief  since Chief  Percy 
Crutchfield’s retirement in March. 
Johnson has worked in law enforcement 
since 1994, starting his career with the 
Chatham Sheriff’s office before moving 
to Siler City’s police department in 
2003 and eventually to Pittsboro in 2015 
where he had been working as a detec-
tive before his promotion.

As part of his swearing in, Johnson 
pledged, in part, that he would “not be in-
fluenced in any matter on account of per-
sonal bias or prejudice, and that (he would) 
support and maintain the Constitution and 
laws of the United States and the constitu-
tion and laws of North Carolina…”

“I want to just thank you all and thank 
Mr. Kennedy,” Johnson said, “for putting 

the trust in me to lead the town. I’m look-
ing forward to it — looking to continue 
working with the guys and pushing the 
police department forward.”

Town manager’s report

In his brief  comments, Chris Ken-
nedy reminded board members and 
the public that Halloween safety will 
require extra vigilance this year amid 
an ongoing pandemic.

“With Halloween being this Saturday 
I’ve worked with our police department 
to put together a few Halloween tips,” 
he said. “It’s pretty customary for the 
police department to put together some 
items for the safety of our citizens, our 
residents, as we do trick-or-treating and 
things of that nature in any given year. 
Certainly, now, in the era of COVID, some 
of those tips are a little more refined.”

The Halloween recommendations and 
guidelines will be posted to the police depart-
ment’s Facebook page and the town website.

“I also have a couple of  comments 
about our utility billing migration,” 
Kennedy said. “As many people know, 
we’ve been converting from one enter-
prise software to another enterprise 
software on the utility billing side. 
There have been a few hiccups as can 

always be expected with some of  that 
stuff. We appreciate the public’s pa-
tience as we go through that in trying to 
get the online payments.”

The online payment system was inop-
erable on Monday, but Kennedy expect-
ed to have the system up and running 
within a few days.

Land development news

The board discussed and approved two 
plots of land for rezoning and development:

• A section of land near the intersection 
of U.S. Hwy. 64 and Roberson Creek was 
rezoned for development of a low-density 
residential neighborhood. The applicant 
previously requested and was granted 
rezoning of a larger portion of land sur-
rounding the one in question on Monday. 
That both pieces of land were not rezoned 
at the same time last year was an over-
sight. “The applicant actually thought 
both pieces got rezoned (last year),” said 
senior planner Theresa Thompson, “but 
looking back it was only requested for the 
larger one to be rezoned.”

• Chatham Park Investors LLC pro-
posed to subdivide 66.3 acres of land 
north of the U.S. Hwy. 64 bypass near Exit 
383 into 154 residential lots. The subdivi-
sion will be age restricted to 55 and older 

and will include 110 single-family homes 
and 44 two-family duplex homes. Mini-
mum lot size will be 4,200 square feet. The 
average lot size will be 6,176 square feet.

Other news

The town of  Pittsboro read and 
approved a resolution to honor Grimes, 
the late mayor of  Siler City, who died 
last Tuesday. It read, in part:

• Whereas Mr. Grimes served with 
distinction as Mayor of the Town of Siler 
City since 2013, preceded by four terms as 
a commissioner on the town of Siler City 
town board and one term as a Chatham 
County Commissioner; and … whereas, 
Mr. Grimes rendered invaluable service 
working for the betterment of his town 
and his community, Mr. Grimes was 
awarded the Order of the Longleaf Pine, 
North Carolina’s highest civilian honor, … 
Now, therefore, be it resolved by the mayor 
and the board of commissioners of the 
town of Pittsboro that we hereby express 
our sincere sympathy to his family includ-
ing his widow, … and be it further resolved 
that this resolution be spread upon the per-
manent records of the town of Pittsboro.

“We feel for the town of  Siler City,” 
Kennedy said, “as well as (Mayor 
Grimes’) family and friends.”

I’m a bible professor, former owner of 3 businesses, and a Personnel Manager … I’m not a politician. I am governed by biblical and conservative principles, 
whose priorities are the God who created me, the wife He gave me, the children He loaned me, and a desire to serve them all and others put in my path.
Ida and I have 3 (grown) children, 2 with Special Needs – both attended Chatham public schools. Two grandchildren are attending them now. So, l am 
a strong advocate for school safety, quality, and choice. In my 14 years teaching at CCCC, every private and home schooled student made A’s and were at 
the top of my classes – others did too, but ALL of those were. But, my hardest school battle was trying to get my son with CP into our PUBLIC elementary 
school. They were ok with it but all the professionals were not. After 2 IQ tests scores of 68, which we rejected, and other criteria, their “expert” view was 
that Trey was totally incapable of ever succeeding academically, socially, physically, mentally, and emotionally. We had a fi ght on our hands and an uphill 
battle, but we were adamant. The experts eventually and reluctantly backed down and Trey, despite many surgeries, went to Pittsboro Primary. Many 4-6 
hour homework sessions that would normally take 1-2 followed. By middle school he was doing it on his own and making good grades. By high school at 
Northwood, he made all A’s, won numerous awards, was basketball manager, socially well-liked by all, and earned Eagle Scout !! At NC State, Trey made 
the Dean’s list 4 of 8 semesters, all while working in the basketball and football offi ces. Today, he has a successful career in the IT fi eld. So I’m big on parents 
knowing their kids and what’s best for them. He also had great teachers and a supporting church family. 
I fi rmly support Law & Order, Law Enforcement and 1st Responders - safety of citizens is government’s top duty. By listening, I’ve learned we hire 
& train deputies (and jailers), only to lose them to counties with higher pay. I want them paid more.
JOBS. Chatham has been a “bedroom community”, but many want to work HERE and have good jobs. That is only possible by attracting business and 
industry HERE, rather than them choosing elsewhere. When we looked for a second location for our retail business, taxes, rents, and regulations affected 
our decision. (We chose Sanford.) They are attracted by lower taxes and reasonable regulations. 
SUCCESS. Parents want their children (and themselves) to succeed. Life has always had, and will have, adversity, suffering, obstacles, roadblocks. If 
anyone has not yet faced severe adversity, they will. Two options will emerge. One is very tempting as water runs downhill, taking the path of least resistance 
- we want our pain stopped !! Some will encourage and promote what a victim you are; then how they can help you live in it by giving you what you need 
to survive. Then push the absurd notion of eliminating the source of it. 

There is a second option.

While persuasion might change some minds, only God can change the heart. Mankind’s biggest problem has always been PRIDE – a heart problem. 
Pride’s only remedy will always be HUMILITY. God will change a heart that humbles itself to Him. While programs give some relief, there IS a better life 
out there. That opportunity IS achievable. It requires a certain ATTITUDE. Adversity, suffering, obstacles are real, are hard and painful, but millions HAVE 
overcome them and will continue to do so. Helen Keller said, “Although the world is full of suffering, it is full also of the overcoming of it”. “Safety nets” are 
essential for those physically and mentally unable to do for themselves; and seniors on fi xed incomes and the elderly. Others may at times need temporary 
help until back on their feet, but remaining in a meager existence instead of being productive will not get that better life; a rich, fulfi lling, successful one 
dreams are made of. Getting it is to be elevated up to it and out of just getting by. True self-esteem comes from achievement, from accomplishment. 
Once a heart change and an attitude change that dreams and goals CAN be realized; an important step for overcoming life’s obstacles is to WISELY 
PICK ROLE MODELS. Ones who fi t your particular circumstance. And, if money is your issue, adopt the attitude that, “being broke is temporary, being 
“poor” is a state of mind”.
A next step is that “Success is when Preparation meets Opportunity.” One must PREPARE. That requires the biblical (and secular) models of Willpower, 
Free Will – freedom to make choices, and Work – hard work. Studying, researching, learning, acquiring skills, abilities and knowledge; are necessary but 
doable. Hard work, making choices and applying willpower to stay the course and avoid the temptations to not work hard or to succumb to poor choices.
I’ll close by adding that this “preparation” tool is in two parts. One is for our kids of school age for getting ahead of the game. The other is for adults 
past that who have either made poor choices and/or been dealt unfortunate blows. My 14 years at the community college has seen many of those, and they 
are courageously attempting to rebuild their lives or start over. Many have baggage, but they HAVE understood that there IS that better life, that it CAN be 
realized; and regardless of the obstacles, they ARE determined to overcome. They are setting goals, dreaming dreams again, keeping their eyes on the 
prize, AND THEY WILL SUCCEED !!! Attitude, proper role models, goals and dreams, a preparation plan – and ALL include surrounding yourself with 
a positive, supportive “circle of infl uence”, of which God is at center. 
Finally, we must recognize our REAL enemy. Ephesians 6:12, “For we wrestle not against fl esh and blood, but against powers, rulers of darkness, 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realm.”
Again, I’m Jimmy Pharr … Thank you all for your time. Paid for by CTE Jimmy Pharr

(Presentation for ladies groups on “FAITH, FAMILY, SCHOOLS, JOBS, SUCCESS”) by Jimmy Pharr
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CHURCH NEWS
OAKLEY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

Candy Land will be held 
at Oakley Baaptist Church 
from 4 to 6 p.m. on Satur-
day, October 31. Wear your 
costumes and bring your 
candy buckets to play fun 
games and earn candy! 

COVID-19 precautions will 
be in effect.  

Located at 2300 Siler City 
- Glendon Road, Siler City.      

SANDY BRANCH 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

Everyone is invited to the 
Drive Thru Trunk or Treat 

from 6 to 8 p.m. on Satur-
day, October 31 at Sandy 
Branch Baptist Church. 

The church is located at 
715 Sandy Branch Church 
Road, Bear Creek. 

To make you feel safe, 
participants will be wearing 
gloves, a mask, and passing 
out pre-baggged candy.

NEWS BRIEFS
Realty World’s Allen gets 

national recognition
SILER CITY — Sherry Johnson Allen 

of  Realty World Carolina Properties has 
been awarded the Accredited Buyer’s 
Representation (ABR) designation by 
the Real Estate Buyer’s Agent Council 
of  the National Association of  Realtors.

Allen joins more than 27,000 real estate 
professionals in North America who 
have earned the ABR® designation. All 
were required to successfully complete a 
comprehensive course in buyer repre-
sentation and an elective course focusing 
on a buyer representation specialty, both 
in addition to submitting documentation 
verifying professional experience.

REBAC, founded in 1988, is the world’s 
largest association of  real estate profes-
sionals focused specifically on repre-
senting the real estate buyer. There are 
more than 40,000 active members of  
the organization world-wide. National 
Association of  Realtors, “The Voice for 
Real Estate,” is the world’s largest pro-
fessional association, representing more 
than 1.4 million members involved in all 
aspects of  the real estate industry. 

Insurance commissioner 
reminds Medicare 

beneficiaries to compare 
plans during open enrollment

RALEIGH — N.C. Insurance Commis-
sioner Mike Causey reminds Medicare 
beneficiaries to compare and evaluate 
their current plans and make necessary 
changes during the annual Open Enroll-
ment Period.

Medicare plans and prices change. It 
is important for Medicare beneficiaries 
to take advantage of  the Open Enroll-
ment Period by contacting local Seniors’ 
Health Insurance Information Program 
(SHIIP) counselors to save money, im-

prove your coverage or both.
The Open Enrollment Period began on 

Oct. 15 and runs for eight weeks to give 
you enough time to review and make 
changes to your Medicare coverage. 
Changes must be made by Dec. 7, 2020, 
to guarantee your coverage will begin 
without interruption on Jan. 1, 2021.

It’s important to contact your local 
SHIIP counselor before making a decision 
about coverage because you may be able 
to receive more affordable and better Medi-
care health and/or drug plan options in 
your area. For example, even if you are sat-
isfied with your current Medicare Advan-
tage or Part D plan, there may be another 
plan in your area that covers your health 
care and/or drugs at a better price.

SHIIP is a division of the North Carolina 
Department of Insurance and offers free, 
unbiased information about Medicare, 
Medicare prescription drug coverage, 
Medicare Advantage, long-term care insur-
ance and other health insurance issues. In 
addition to helping Medicare beneficiaries 
compare and enroll in plans during the 
Open Enrollment Period, SHIIP counselors 
can help people find out if they are eligible 
for Medicare cost savings programs.

Get one-on-one help from SHIIP, the 
Seniors’ Health Insurance Information 
Program, by calling 1-855-408-1212, 
Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. You can also request in-person 
assistance in your home county.

Visit www.medicare.gov/find-a-plan 
to compare your current coverage with 
all of  the options that are available in 
your area, and enroll in a new plan if  
you decide to make a change.

Call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227) 
24-hours a day, seven days a week, to find 
out more about your coverage options. 
TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048.

For more information about SHIIP and 
the Medicare Open Enrollment Period, call 
1-855-408-1212 or visit www.ncshiip.com.

— CN + R staff reports

call 
(919) 663-3232 

or go to 
chathamnewsrecord.

com/subscribe/

ONE YEAR 
FOR ONLY
$45 in county 
 $50 outside 

county

Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.

SALE SPONSORED BY: SOUTH CHATHAM LIONS CLUB. PROCEEDS WILL SUPPORT 
THE LIONS CLUB COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS. AVAILABLE ITEMS SUBJECT TO 

CHANGE WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE DUE TO AVAILABILITY OF PRODUCTS

LIONS CLUB 
TRUCKLOAD 
CHICKEN SALE!

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2020
3:00 PM UNTIL 7:00 PM

Parking Lot Beside DOLLAR GENERAL
BEHIND QUICK CHECK - ACROSS FROM JUST SAVE

HWY 705 - ROBBINS, NC
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2020

5:00 PM UNTIL 7:00 PM
TRUCK PARKED AT WILSON BROTHERS

20412 NC HWY 902 BEAR CREEK, NC

BREADED 
BONELESS 

WINGS
20 LB. CASES 
$30 Each

($1.50/LB)

POP CORN 
CHICKEN

NON BREADED 
BONELESS BREAST 

FILLETS

NON BREADED 
BONELESS THIGHS

BREADED 
SPICY

FILLETS

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST•VERY LIMITED SUPPLY
Cash or Credit/Debit Cards • No Limit On Any Items • All Sales Final

20 LB. CASES 
$30 Each

($1.50/LB)

10 LB. CASES 
$16 Each

($1.60/LB)

20 LB. CASES 
$30 Each

($1.50/LB)

10 LB. CASES 
$16 Each

($1.60/LB)

NON BREADED 
FRESH LEG 
QUARTERS
40 LB. CASES 
$24 Each

($.60/LB)

NON BREADED 
FRESH

TENDERS
10 LB. CASES 
$16 Each

($1.60/LB)

NON BREADED 
FRESH PARTY 

WINGS
10 LB. CASES 
$20 Each

($2.00/LB)

FRESH 

PRODUCT! 

DELICIOUS 

CHICKEN!

WREN FAMILY CENTER
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB

JOIN OUR GOLF TOURNAMENT!
All proceeds go directly to serving Kids at our 

Wren Family Center Club in Siler City.

OCTOBER 31, 2020/1PM SHOTGUN
SILER CITY COUNTRY CLUB

To Register: Return registration form to Brad 
Fogleman in the prshop (b.fogleman@yahoo.com)

It’s time to change your 
smoke detector batteries!

Goldston Rural Fire Department would like to remind you 
when the time changes, you need to change your smoke 

detector batteries.
Don’t Wait, Check the Date! While you are changing your 

batteries be sure to check the date of manufacture on 
your smoke detectors. If they are older than 10 years old, 

they need to be replaced.
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home. Its people are her people 
— or, as she more often calls 
them, her folks.

And, just as much as any-
one living in the Triangle or 
another major metro area, the 
folks of  Chatham County, from 
Bennett to Bear Creek to By-
num, deserve high-quality and 
accessible mental health care.

“Therapy is for everybody,” 
Glover said. “Everybody goes 
through life changes. Every-
body goes through adjustments. 
Everybody has stress. Every-
body has anxiety at some point. 
So why not provide services 
here and allow those people to 
feel better?”

That, for her, was a logical 
reason to spend the last year 
and change building her own 
clinic from the ground up. The 
end result, Chatham Counsel-
ing & Wellness — located at 123 
E. Raleigh Street in Siler City, 
directly across from the post 
office — will officially open for 
business on Monday, Nov. 2.

“It’s so rewarding it’s finally 
here,” she said.

“It’s been a year of  plan-
ning,” her husband, Stacy, 
added. “One week, there’s a 
challenge that might pop up, 
and we get through it. And then 
we turn around, and the same 
time that next week, there’s 
another challenge. You have to 
figure it out.”

Glover, 30, took a roundabout 
path into her current field, 
where she’s already proved a 
rising star with multiple hon-
ors from the North Carolina 
Counseling Association. And 
her underlying motivation in 
every career she’s tried — to 
serve others, always — came 
from a childhood she described 
as “less than easy.”

When Ashleigh was 3, her 
mother, an alcoholic, left home. 
She was mostly raised by her 
father in Silk Hope as her 
mother floated in and out of  
jail. When she was 5, her father 
was arrested on drug charges, 
and she had her first expe-
rience with child protective 
services, ultimately living with 
her grandparents.

When she was 12, her mother 
died. When she was 13, her 
stepmother was abusing her 
and CPS got involved but “end-
ed up missing it,” she said. All 
of  it, Glover said, had a root: 

her biological mother, who 
lost eight family members in 
a short timeframe as a child, 
including five siblings in a 1987 
house fire.

“She never had mental health 
treatment,” Glover said, “and I 
think that’s where it originally 
started.”

Today, she can diagnose her 
teenage self  with secondary 
trauma — an after-effect com-
mon among the family mem-
bers or loved ones of  someone 
who’s experienced something 
traumatic firsthand. Back then, 

though, she wasn’t aware of  
it. She picked up bad habits 
and hung out with the wrong 
crowd.

But Silk Hope School’s prom, 
of  all things, proved a turning 
point. That was when Stacy, an 
8th-grader, asked Ashleigh, a 
7th-grader, to go to the dance 
with him. They’ve been togeth-
er even since.

“And no breakups,” Stacy 
said, smiling.

“Yep,” Ashleigh said. “We’ve 
been straight through.”

They were a grade apart in 

school, but ultimately ended 
up graduating at the same time 
in 2007 — Stacy from Jor-
dan-Matthews, and Ashleigh 
with her GED from CCCC. 
(She’d dropped out J-M as a 
16-year-old junior after falling 
behind on schoolwork when a 
rib injury kept her out of  the 
classroom for weeks.)

Next came Campbell Univer-
sity, where they both earned 
bachelor’s degrees. Married in 
2010, the Glovers had their first 
child in 2012 (they now have 
two daughters and a son) and 
balanced family duties with 
work duties to the extreme, as 
Stacy worked in tech support 
and Ashleigh in CPS and social 
work across Harnett, Johnston 
and Lee counties.

“I put my all into it,” she said. 
“I was so passionate about it.”

Eventually, though, she got 
burnt out in a field she was 
determined to improve based 
on her own CPS experience. 
Glover worked primarily with 
the parents of  children in CPS, 
setting up case plans with them 
to get back on track: taking 
parenting classes, maintaining 
a permanent residence, holding 
a job.

But in her five years of  CPS 
and social work, she only re-
united one family.

“I had to terminate parents’ 
rights,” she said. “I had take 
kids back out. A lot of  people 
were failing my drug tests. It 
got really disheartening.”

It was at that point, in 2018, 

that she realized her true 
calling: mental health counsel-
ing. As a cognitive behavioral 
therapist, she could tackle root 
issues and help people tangibly 
break unhealthy cycles. So she 
went to work on a master’s 
degree at Campbell.

Hours of  classes, commuting 
and certifications later, she had 
the credentials to seek out a job 
as a mental health professional. 
Finding Chatham Counseling & 
Wellness’ ultimate location was 
pretty serendipitous; Glover 
stumbled upon the open spot 
while strolling downtown Siler 
City last August, took a photo 
of  the contact information on 
the door and signed a lease that 
same afternoon.

“Everything came together 
so perfectly,” she said.

This week, the Glovers will 
be putting finishing touches on 
the space, which is intentional-
ly designed to soothe custom-
ers with velvety couches and 
chairs in two private therapy 
rooms, dark mahogany desks 
and drawers up front and wall 
art placed throughout, courtesy 
of  the Jordan-Matthews Arts 
program.

Stacy, 31, will manage day to 
day operations and billing as 
the office coordinator. Ashleigh 
will provide the counseling — 
for individuals, for couples, for 
families — as the owner and 
lead therapist.

And come Nov. 2, when Cha-
tham Counseling & Wellness 
opens, their dream for the last 
year will become official — and, 
they hope, help a lot of  folks in 
the process.

“People can expect a place 
to come and work through all 
of  their issues and problems,” 
Ashleigh said. “We’re not judg-
mental. Come as you are. We’re 
here to support you. We’re here 
to help you heal.”

Reporter Chapel Fowler can be 
reached at cfowler@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @chapel-
fowler.

WELLNESS
Continued from page A1

Chatham 
Counseling & 
Wellness
123 E. Raleigh St., Siler 
City, NC, 27344

(919) 742-0259

chathamcounseling.org

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Faced with outside 
opportunities, Ashleigh 
Glover realized there was 
nowhere she wanted to serve 
more than her home county.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks.

Chatham Counseling & Wellness is located at 123 E. Raleigh 
St., directly across from Siler City’s post office.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Chatham Counseling & Wellness will officially open Nov. 2.

The homes in Chatham Park aren’t just easy on the eyes — they intentionally 
blend form and function to make the most of your space, inside and out. 
During the recent Parade of Homes, the Apple Pie and Chicken Noodle 
Soup cottage models took home Gold and Silver honors, respectively, from 
the Home Builders Association of Durham, Orange and Chatham Counties 
(HBADOC). In addition to recognition from industry judges, these cottages 
are appealing to local homebuyers, with 21 of the 30 available homes already 
purchased. If you’re interested in one of our intuitively designed cottages 
from the low $200s, reach out while homes are still available! 

Learn more at ChathamPark.com

CHATHAM PARK 
COTTAGES TAKE 
HOME GOLD & 

SILVER HONORS! 

AWARD-WINNING
DESIGN

IN PURSUIT OF
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Maternity Care
Close to Home

Our team of Physicians and Midwives 
means you get expert care from expert 
practitioners.

Chatham Hospital Maternity Care Center
is a new maternity care center providing
compassionate and expert care.

Expert Staff

All of this is just around the corner.
You can learn more at chathamhospital.org/baby

Customized Comfort Personalized Care
We’re here to create a personalized birth
experience that is right for you and your
baby, with modern rooms and amenities.

We provide labor support every step of
the way with the focus of keeping you and
your baby comfortable.



BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Correspondent

CHAPEL HILL — If  you 
didn’t have a calendar handy at 
the Governors Club on Monday, 
you may not have realized any-
thing was out of  the ordinary.

The 32nd annual Chatham 
Chamber Golf  Tournament, 
played in Chapel Hill, was 
originally scheduled for April, 
but was moved to October due 
to the coronavirus pandemic. 
Based on the weather, you 
wouldn’t have been able to tell.

Morning chills aside, the sun 
shone brightly as temperatures 
reached nearly 70 degrees 
on the course, replicating a 
comfortable spring day for the 
116 golfers in attendance — the 
largest number to register for 
the tournament in its 32-year 
history.

“The Governors Club is 
beautiful, it’s just such a 
beautiful course,” said Cindy 
Poindexter, the president and 
CEO of  the Chatham Chamber 
of  Commerce. “It automatically 
relaxes you.”

The tournament offered 
plenty of  incentives to golfers, 
most of  whom played on behalf  
of  a business. The winning 
team (lowest combined score), 
along with the second- and 
third-place teams, was awarded 
a package comprised mostly of  
golf-related items.

Golfers could also win a 
variety of  prizes by competing 
in three additional contests: 
longest drive, closest to the pin 
and a hole-in-one shot contest 
— sponsored by Siler City’s 
Welford Harris Ford — with the 
prize of  a three-year lease on a 
Ford EcoSport.  

While the tournament was 
primarily golf-focused, it repre-
sented a lot more.

“Our main goal was to create 
more visibility for our mem-
bers, to support them, advo-
cate for them and bring them 
together,” Poindexter said. “It’s 
a fun day of  golf, it’s a chance 
for them to meet new golfers 
and network with them and for 
businesses to connect.”

Golfers were able to enter 
as teams or as singles, giving 
them the opportunity to play 
with people they’ve never met 
before.

“I don’t think any of  us knew 
each other before this morn-
ing,” said Rafe Martin, a partic-
ipant representing ComTech, 

one of  the event’s sponsors. 
“We all just signed on as singles 
and got grouped together, so it 
was great to meet new people 
and make those connections.”

The tournament — like most 
of  the Chamber’s events — also 
acted as a fundraiser, allowing 
it to raise the money it needs 

to accomplish its annual goals 
through entry fees, sponsor-
ships and a 50-50 raffle.

But in the end, prizes, fund-
raising and networking were 
just perks. For the golfers, it 
was more about having fun on 
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At Woods Charter, Wolves 
tackling preseason 

workouts with gusto
BY CHAPEL FOWLER

News + Record Staff

CHAPEL HILL — This summer, 
Woods Charter got quite the aesthetic 
upgrade: a brand-new gym floor that 
made its sidelines and baselines and 
midcourt green and gray Wolves logo 
shine.

Now, finally, it’s getting some sub-
stantial use.

“By the time it gets to mid-basket-
ball season, it’ll need to be re-waxed,” 
varsity men’s basketball coach Taij 
Cotten said last Thursday, almost 
gleefully, as he stood at the gym’s front 
entrance.

Dribbling basketballs. Bouncing vol-
leyballs. Squeaking and scuffing shoes. 
In a year of  coronavirus restrictions, 
they’ve all been familiar and comfort-
ing noises for the Wolves, who over the 
last month have ramped up their most 
substantial preseason “skill sessions” 
under NCHSAA guidelines.

Nowadays, on Woods Charter’s K-12 
campus just inside the Chatham Coun-
ty line, you can find at least a handful 
of  high school basketball or volleyball 
athletes working out, every Monday 
through Thursday.

“A lot of  us were really disappointed 
when we couldn’t start the season at 
the normal time,” junior volleyball 
player Jana Thompson said. “Being 
able to get back in the gym — even if  
it’s limited people, limited time — I 
think it’s still been fun.”

And intense. When Thompson spoke 
with the News + Record, her “pod” 
of  eight athletes had just finished its 
sixth workout in three weeks, all on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. And since 
a second pod goes on Mondays and 
Wednesdays, volleyball head coach 
Scott Green had just finished supervis-
ing his 12th.

“I’m just thankful that we’re going 
have a season,” he said. “For a long 
time, I was fearful that we weren’t 
going to have one. So I’ll go through 
whatever extra stuff I have to go 
through.”

Along with the regular duties of  vol-
leyball coaches — getting out, setting 
up, taking down and wrapping up the 
net every day can get old — Green and 
assistant coach Taylor Ritchie have 
embraced the cards dealt to them for 
workouts: no contact, six feet of  dis-
tancing between everyone, 90-minute 
time limits.

With full-on scrimmages out of  the 
questions, the Wolves have gotten 

creative with a mix of  drills, which are 
listed at each workout in blue dry-erase 
marker on a whiteboard Green props 
up in the bleachers.

Last Thursday, those included some 
standard ones (serves, serve receives, 
two-person rallies) and unique ones 
(reaction balls, cone drills, three-on-
three points on a slimmer, half-sized 
court).

“(Ritchie’s) brought a lot, and I think 
the drills have been really good for the 
pods,” Thompson said. “It’s different 
with not a lot of  people, but it’s more 
engaging.”

Earlier on Thursday, Cotten was 
working on getting personal, too. His 
Monday pod includes all of  the Wolves’ 
returning varsity players, but his other 
group is small: just three freshmen.

So Alex Smollen, Eli Hutter-DeMar-
co and Ethan Green (volleyball coach 
Scott’s son) each had a goal and a ball 
to themselves — plus a better chance at 
individual work with Cotten, a former 
Northwood player.

“In a lot of  other circumstances, 
these freshmen and sophomore guys 

SPORTS BRIEFS

Chatham Charter places 
workouts on pause

After an “individual with a connec-
tion to the school” tested positive for 
COVID-19, Chatham Charter paused 
all high school preseason workouts last 
week, along with face-to-face instruc-
tion.

The Knights won’t work out until 
at least Friday, Oct. 30, in compliance 
with state and local health department 
guidelines. High school students hav-
en’t been on campus yet for classes — 
only K-5 students returned to the Siler 
City school earlier this month before 
the shutdown.

In an email to the News + Record, 
school communications director Beth 
McCullough said Chatham Charter 
administration learned of  the positive 
coronavirus test on Sunday, Oct. 18. 
Administration held a virtual meeting 
and alerted staff, students and families 
that same Sunday afternoon.

The Chatham Charter athletic de-
partment had been holding workouts 
in some form since mid-June, when 
the NCHSAA first allowed schools to 
return under strict coronavirus safety 
protocols.

Per the NCHSAA, the Knights’ varsi-
ty cross country and volleyball teams 
can begin official practices/tryouts on 
Wednesday, Nov. 4, and competitions 
on Monday, Nov. 16.

Murrell, Henry set more cross 
country records

Running unattached last weekend, 
Northwood cross country junior Caro-
line Murrell set a school record.

Murrell completed a 5K in 18:59.10 

at the Monster Dash event in Hope 
Mills on Saturday, becoming the first 
ever Charger women’s runner to log 
a sub-19-minute time in the race. Per 
head coach Cameron Isenhour, it was 
also the first sub-19 5K for any women’s 
runner in Chatham County history.

Murrell ultimately finished fifth in 
the event. At the same event, junior 
Colin Henry also set a new school and 
personal record with a 16:10.30 time in 
the men’s 5K. He finished 11th in the 
Monster Dash event.

NCHSAA essay contest opens
Chatham County student-athletes 

can compete in the NCHSAA’s fall 
essay contest through the end of  No-
vember for a chance at first-place and 
runner-up prizes.

The NCHSAA partnered with Click It 
Or Ticket, a program under the Gover-
nor’s Highway Safety Program, to put 
on the event. This year’s essay prompt 
is: “How has the shut-down impacted 
how teen drivers think about roadway 
safety?  What messages can you share 
with other young drivers and how can 
you impress upon them the importance 
of  defensive driving?”

Essays are limited to 400 words, 
must use proper citations and must 
be submitted through an online portal 
by 11:59 p.m. eastern time on Monday, 
Nov. 30. Two first-place winners — one 
male, one female — will receive an Am-
azon gift card and “prize pack,” with 
possible gifts for runners up, too.

For more information, visit the 
portal at cutt.ly/essaycontest or email 
NCHSAA director of  marketing Kayla 
Dempsey at kayla@nchsaa.org.

— CN+R staff reports

Staff file photo

Chatham Charter men’s basketball athletes stretch at a socially distanced 
workout in June.

‘WEIRD, BUT I GOT USED TO IT’

See WORKOUTS, page B2

Chatham Chamber’s annual golf tournament 
has highest attendance in 32 years

‘SUCH A BEAUTIFUL COURSE’

See GOLF, page B2

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

From left, Woods Charter freshmen 
basketball players Eli Hutter-
DeMarco, Alex Smollen and Ethan 
Green participate in a free throw 
drill last Thursday on campus.

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

From left, golfers Neil Matthews, Ron Dameron, Keith Moore and Neill Lindley prepare to hit their tee shots on a par-3 hole 
during the Chatham Chamber of Commerce’s annual golf tournament held Monday at Governors Club.



would be playing JV 
ball,” Cotten said. “They 
might not even get any 
action with the varsity 
coach. For them, I defi-
nitely think it’s a good 
opportunity.”

Smollen, a freshman 
who’s hoping to join 
his older brother, Luke, 
on the varsity roster, 
agreed. The reps are 
valuable, he said, even if  
they’re contactless and 
distanced.

“It’s kind of  weird, but 
I got used to it,” Smollen 
said. “Ball-handling, 
knocking off the rust, 
getting my shooting form 
down again.”

For Cotten and Green, 
there’s a sense of  urgen-
cy, too.

Both coaches are 
entering their third year 
with their respective 
programs. The basket-
ball team is a combined 
4-33 since 2018, and the 
volleyball team is a 
combined 3-35. Both are 
still trying to gain trac-
tion in the Central Tar 
Heel 1A Conference, an 
all-charter conference 
(Chatham Charter’s also 
a member) that sent five 
volleyball and four men’s 
basketball teams to the 
NCHSAA playoffs last 
year.

But the players on those 
young Woods Charter 
teams of  old are expe-
rienced upperclassmen 
now.

“The older group on 

Monday, I’ve seen a big 
change in them,” Cotten 
said. “There’s a sense 
of  readiness, prepa-
ration (as compared 
to) last year. That’s all 
I’ve preached on them: 
preparation, prepara-
tion.”

Considering how far 
off basketball season 
is — NCHSAA schools 
don’t officially practice 
until Dec. 7 and play 
until Jan. 4 — Cotten has 
also been encouraged 
by workout attendance. 
At a small school like 
Woods Charter, seeing 
15 or 16 guys throughout 
the week “is like perfect 
attendance for me,” he 
said.

For volleyball, Green 
said he’s expecting his 
eight juniors to be the 
“core of  the team,” per-
formance- and leader-
ship-wise. Thompson, a 
returning team captain 
who will play middle 
hitter this season, is 
among that group. She 
said the Wolves’ goal 
this season is tangible 
results – not just moral 
victories.

“We’re not really 
known as a winning 
team,” Thompson said, 
“but I think this year we 
have a lot of  potential. 
We’re playing well togeth-
er, meshing. I hope we 
can do that with the other 
pod, too. Our main goal is 
to just win some.”

Reporter Chapel Fowler 
can be reached at cfowl-
er@chathamnr.com or 
on Twitter at @chapel-
fowler.
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WORKOUTS
Continued from page B1

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Woods Charter’s Isabella Ansarijaberi sets a 
volleyball during a drill last Thursday night.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

On Thursdays, Woods Charter men’s basketball 
coach Taij Cotten has gotten a chance to work one 
on one with players, including these freshmen.

the course.
“It was better than a 

day at the office,” Martin 
said. “This course is fan-
tastic, well taken care of  
and challenging, too. We 
don’t have any delusions 
that we may win. But hey, 
there’s always the raffle.”

The ultimate winners 
of  Monday’s tournament:

• First place: Schneider 
Electric’s Ken Kendra, 
Brent Elliott, Paul Trag-

eser and Brady Moran
• Second place: Luck 

Stone’s Lynn Palmer, 
Harry Bryant and Toby 
Towler

• Third place: New York 
Life’s John M. Crowell, 
Ashley Berry, Grant Brown 
and Erich Hottenstein

• Fourth place: Wel-
ford Harris Ford’s Lynn 
Gaines, Howard Willett 
Jr., Robert Murchison 
and Craig Elmore

• Closest to the pin, on 
Hole 4: Brent Jacques 
(John Flynn Team)

• Closest to the pin, 
on Hole 21: Jeff Baker 

(Bateman Civil Survey 
Company team)

• Longest drive, on Hole 
7: Lynn Gaines (Welford 
Harris Ford team)

And the following busi-
nesses were the primary 
sponsors for the tourna-
ment:

• Title sponsor: Fidelity 
Bank

• Gold sponsors: 
Mountaire Farms, Samet 
Corporation, Sanford 
Contractors, Myrick Con-
struction

• Silver sponsors: Eco 
CP Partners (Mosaic at 
Chatham Park)

• Contest sponsors: 
Carolina Farm Credit, 
Welford Harris Ford

GOLF
Continued from page B1

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Woods Charter volleyball coach Scott Green is in 
his third year coaching the Wolves.

www.centralpiedmonturgentcare.com

101 Walmart Supercenter • Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-3911

1011 High Point Street • Randleman, NC 27317
336-498-0226

(Across river from Gulf ) 

150 Logan Farm Lane
919-776-2277 or 919-776-1898

- Logan Farms - 

NOW AVAILABLE

SWEET 
POTATOES

www.silver-thread.com

At Cambridge Hills 
& Twin Rivers 

Your Family Is Our Family

CAMBRIDGE HILLS ASSISTED LIVING
140 Brookstone Lane • Pittsboro

919.545.9573

25 S. Rectory Street • Pittsboro 
919-545-0149

2624 Hawkins Ave., Sanford, NC 27330
(919) 775-5588 • hiestersanford.com

There’s no better time 
to TRADE than NOW!

2020 Jeep 
Gladiator Rubicon

V6, 4WD, 

8-Speed Automatic

SJ1475A

$50,097

2019 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee

LIMITED, V6, 

8 Speed Auto
S666

$26,996

2015 Dodge
Challenger RT Plus

5.7L HEMI, 6 Speed 

Manual
S789

$28,719

2017 Ram 1500
Laramie

5.7L HEMI, 4x4

Crew Cab
S773

$36,069
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Chatham Charter pauses in-person learning due to COVID-19 case
BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Just 12 days after Cha-
tham Charter School began phasing in a 
return to in-person learning, the school 
has paused all face-to-face instruction 
and athletic workouts through at least 
Friday, Oct. 30.

This decision was made “out of  an 
abundance of  caution,” the school’s 
Executive Director of  Secondary 
Programs & Communications Beth 
McCullough told the News + Record 
after the administration was notified 
that “an individual with a connection 
to the school” had tested positive for 
COVID-19. 

“Today I became aware of  a second 
case tied to close contact with the orig-
inal individual,” McCullough wrote in 
an email statement Monday. Last week, 
the school only knew of  one additional 
individual with a positive test who may 
have been in close contact with the 
initial individual.

Up to this point, only K-5 students had 
returned to school at Chatham Charter; 
kindergartners started in-person learn-
ing Oct. 7, with 1st- through 5th-grade 
students returning the following week. 
Older students were set to return last 
Monday.

“The administrative team immedi-
ately held a virtual meeting, consult-
ed with the Chatham County Health 

Department, out of  an abundance of  
caution chose to pause face-to-face 
instruction and athletic workouts 
through at least Friday, October 30,” 
McCullough said.

Chatham Charter administration staff 
communicated their decision later that 
Sunday, McCullough said, first with 
faculty and staff and then with families 
and students.

Located in Siler City, Chatham Char-
ter is a K-12 public charter school that 
is unaffiliated with Chatham County 
Schools. That school district sent PreK 
students, K-2 students and Extended 
Content Standard E.C. students back to 
hybrid learning on Oct. 19. There have 
been 12 reported positive cases among 
CCS staff and zero among students, 
according to the district’s COVID-19 
Tracking webpage; no public statement 
had been made by the district at the 
time this edition went to print. As of  
now, the remainder of  CCS students 
will continue under the remote learning 
Plan C option until Jan. 15, though the 
board has recently indicated that deci-
sion could change.

At the time of  this story’s publication, 
Chatham Charter had not released any 
public statements or posted anything on 
social media regarding the decision to 
close, but McCullough said the admin-
istration plans to announce a school 
update Tuesday evening or Wednesday 
morning. The entrance to the school’s 

now nearly empty parking lot sign cur-
rently reads, “We Are In Fully Remote 
Instruction.”

Chatham Charter has not reported 
any clusters of  cases. According to the 
state’s COVID-19 Clusters in North 
Carolina Report, there have been 38 
reported clusters in K-12 schools as of  
last Monday, with 295 total associated 
cases. The North Carolina Department 
of  Health and Human Services defines 
clusters in non-congregate living set-
tings as:

• A minimum of  five cases with illness 
onsets or initial positive results within a 
14-day period and

• Plausible epidemiologic linkage 
between cases (meaning cases should 
be present in the same general setting 
during the same time period)

So far, there has not been clear 
guidance given to schools by the state 
in terms of  how many cases should 
require temporary school closure. Last 
month, Gov. Roy Cooper announced 
public K-5 schools could return com-
pletely under Plan A, which allows 
schools to operate at full capacity. 
Most health officials have said cases 
of  COVID-19 of  school community 
members are inevitable upon reopen-
ing, and suggested the school’s focus 
should be on preventing clusters 
through contact tracing of  known pos-
itive cases and maintained distancing 
and mask-wearing during the school 

day.
The fact that Chatham Charter is 

closing due to what appears to be a sin-
gular case, then, does seem to be very 
cautious.

“Though the state and local protocols 
only require that anyone who may have 
been in close contact with the individual 
stay home from school for 14 days, the 
administration also took into consider-
ation the recent rise in cases across the 
state and nation in making its decision,” 
McCullough said.

Last week, the state saw record 
highs of  daily new cases of  COVID-19 
and hospitalizations, with Oct. 15 and 
16 setting consecutive high marks. 
Chatham County’s numbers have 
appeared to plateau though, according 
to Interim Health Director Mike Zelek 
and data on the county’s coronavirus 
dashboard.

“The Chatham Charter adminis-
trative team and school nurse have 
worked closely with local health offi-
cials throughout the COVID-19 pan-
demic,” McCullough said Friday. “(We) 
are following state guidelines published 
in the StrongSchoolsNC Public Health 
Toolkit (K-12) in implementing cam-
pus health and safety measures. The 
administration and staff will continue 
to do so.”

Reporter Hannah McClellan can be 
reached at hannah@chathamnr.com.

‘AN ABUNDANCE OF CAUTION’

County’s Public Health Department partners with 
StarMed Healthcare to host weekly COVID-19 testing
From Chatham County 

Health Department                                  

PITTSBORO —The 
Chatham County Public 
Health Department is 
working with StarMed 
Healthcare and the N.C. 
Dept. of  Health and 
Human Services (NC 
DHHS) to host two weekly 
and recurring COVID-19 
testing events in Chatham 
County as the public 
health department con-
tinues to respond to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

StarMed will offer nasal 
swab PCR tests for no cost 
and optional rapid blood 
antibody tests for $50 at 
each. Testing events will 
be held the following days 
and location:

• Mondays: 12:30-4:30 

p.m., Chatham Central 
High School, 14950 N.C. 
Highway 902, Bear Creek

• Thursdays (next event 
October 22nd): 12:30-4:30 
p.m., Northwood High 
School, 310 Northwood 
High School Road, Pitts-
boro

The PCR test tells 
individuals whether they 
currently have COVID-19. 
These tests are available 
at no cost to individuals 
and are covered either 
by their insurance or 
N.C. DHHS through the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act. Results 
are sent in three days on 
average via text message 
and/or e-mail.

The rapid blood anti-
body test tells individuals 

whether they have been 
infected with COVID-19 
in the past. Results will 
be available within 15 
minutes of  being admin-
istered. Individuals are 
charged $50 for antibody 
tests at the time of  test-
ing.

Text the word “COVID” 
to 704-850-6996 to pre-reg-
ister and complete your 
virtual visit to reduce 
wait time for testing. 
Patients can also register 
onsite and be screened by 
a provider.

“We are grateful for 
this partnership with N.C. 
DHHS and StarMed to 
expand no-cost COVID-19 
testing in Chatham 
County,” said Mike Zelek, 
Chatham County Interim 
Public Health Director. 

“Testing is an import-
ant component of  our 
response efforts, and this 
initiative complements 
other testing options in 
our community. I have 
participated in one of  
these testing events my-
self, and encourage resi-
dents, particularly those 
who have been exposed to 
the virus or have symp-
toms, to take advantage 
of  these resources and get 
tested.”

In addition to testing, 
the Chatham County Pub-
lic Health Department 
urges all to continue to 
consistently practice the 3 
Ws: wear a face covering, 
wait six feet apart from 
others and wash your 
hands often.

“Just last week, our 

state hit record highs in 
the number of  new daily 
cases,” Zelek said. “This 
is very concerning, but 
we have the tools to keep 
ourselves healthy while 
doing the activities we 
enjoy: Practice the 3 
Ws, get tested and stay 
home if  you are ill or 
have been exposed to the 
virus, and get your flu 
shot.”

A full list of  Chatham 
County’s testing sites, 
along with information 
on the types of  COVID-19 
tests, the role of  contact 
tracing and more resourc-
es, can be found online at 
chathamnc.org/corona-
virustesting. Learn more 
about Chatham County’s 
response to the coronavi-
rus pandemic in English 

at chathamnc.org/coro-
navirus, in Spanish at 
chathamnc.org/coronavi-
rusespanol and facebook.
com/chathamhealth.

‘Just last week, our 
state hit record 
highs in the number 
of new daily 
cases. This is very 
concerning, but 
we have the tools 
to keep ourselves 
healthy while doing 
the activities we 
enjoy...’ 

MIKE ZELEK, Chatham 
Health Department

See Us For:
Commercial Refrigeration

Heating & Air Conditioning
Sales & Service

LANGLEY
Refrigeration Company

Ph: 742-2777

• Install and Repair Septic Systems

• Pump Existing Septic Tanks

• All Sorts of Backhoe Work

• Specializing in Bush Hogging

• Ponds, Ditches & Driveways

Call Monty Justice 
@ (919) 545-4107

CROSSROADS BACKHOE SERVICE ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

GRADING AND HAULING

Siler City, NC • 919-548-3064

CHRIS CAVINESS

GRAVEL • TOPSOIL • POND • MULCH • FILL DIRT
DRIVEWAY • LAND CLEARING • SITE DEVELOPMENT

Advertise Your Business in the Service Directory 

for ONLY $20 PER WEEK!

Find the help you need in the Services Directory of

PASCHAL LAW OFFICE
Wade Paschal, Attorney 

119 North Fir Avenue, Siler City, NC
Ph: 919-742-6006

Email: wadepaschal@gmail.com
TRAFFIC TICKETS • DIVORCE • CHILD CUSTODY • WILL • PROBATE

DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY • LIVING WILLS
HEALTH CARE POWER OF ATTORNEY • SPECIALIZING IN 

RESIDENTIAL LOAN CLOSINGS AND REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO

Homes-Land-Investments

C: 919-362-6999

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com
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Duke researchers conclude study into Pittsboro’s water
Contamination levels much 
worse than national average

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Duke 
University researchers 

presented 
their find-
ings from 
a study 
of  PFAS 
contami-
nation in 
Pittsboro’s 
drinking 
supply at a 

virtual town hall meeting 
on Saturday.

Their conclusion: PFAS 
levels are trending the 
wrong way, but more 
research is still needed.

The research group, 
led by Duke University 
Nicholas School of  the 
Environment profes-
sor Heather Stapleton, 
launched its investigation 
into Pittsboro’s water 
supply after disconcerting 
results came back from 
an earlier study of  PFAS 
levels around the greater 
Triangle region.

“The reason we got 
into this study was based 
on some work we were 
doing in 2018,” Stapleton 
said. “We were collecting 
tap water samples from 
different communities in 
research triangle park… 
For Pittsboro, the aver-
age concentration was 95 
nanograms per liter, and 
this was higher than the 
concentrations we mea-
sured in the other areas.”

The figure surprised 
and worried the research-
ers. PFAS — a family of  
per- and polyfluoroal-
kyl substances — have 
appeared regularly since 
the 1950s in consumer 
products such as Scotch-
gard, non-stick pans and 
fast-food containers. The 

chemicals are incompara-
ble as water, grease and 
stain repellents.  

But they are also noto-
rious health hazards.

“There have been a 
number of  studies inves-
tigating health effects 
from exposure to PFAS,” 
Stapleton said, “and we 
know based on these 
studies — laboratory 
studies and human epi-
demiological studies — 
that higher exposure to 
PFAS is associated with 
risks for thyroid disease, 
increased blood choles-
terol levels, reduction in 
our bodies’ abilities to 
fight off viruses, reduc-
tion in our response to 
vaccines — so, implicat-
ing our immune systems 
— and implications for 
reproduction and birth 
outcomes.”

Their prevalence in 
drinking water is espe-
cially insidious. PFAS in 
consumer products are 
not readily ingested into 
the body and they can be 
thrown away and re-
placed with safer alterna-
tives. Water, on the other 
hand, is inescapable.

“(They have) high per-
sistence in the environ-
ment and it’s the reason 
why they’re called ‘forev-
er chemicals,’” Stapleton 
said. “They’re very diffi-
cult to break down. Be-
cause of  this persistence, 
they’re found very often 
in the environment and 
they’re commonly detect-
ed in people’s blood and 
they do accumulate in our 
bodies over time.”

The two most common 
PFAS are PFOS and 
PFOA. They have been 
rising steadily enough in 
water supplies around the 
country to earn a federal 

health advisory from the 
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency.

“The EPA has estab-
lished a health advisory 
for drinking water for 
just PFOA and PFOS and 
that advisory is 70 ng/L,” 
Stapleton said. The figure 
represents a recommend-
ed maximum allowable 
contamination level. 
“This is not enforceable 
as just a health advisory 
but there are efforts un-
der way to consider and 
establish an enforceable 
standard for drinking wa-
ter, a maximum contami-
nant level or MCL.”

The researchers’ pre-
liminary measurements 
returned contamina-
tion levels much higher 
than the recommended 
maximum, but only in 
Pittsboro.

“So, we wanted to un-
derstand why?” Stapleton 
said. “Why are there 
PFAS in (Pittsboro’s) 
drinking water and where 
are they coming from? 
Well the answer is be-
cause they’re in the Haw 
River.”

Pittsboro is the Trian-
gle’s only municipality 
that draws its drinking 
water from the Haw — 
and the river is teeming 
with PFAS. 

After sampling the 
water at several locations 
upstream of  Pittsboro’s 
water intake, Stapleton’s 
team concluded the 
contaminants are likely 
derived from factory efflu-
ents in Burlington.

“So, this led us, then, 
to wonder and question 
what this would mean for 
the residents of  Pittsboro 
in terms of  their actual 
exposure and their blood 
levels,” Stapleton said.

To find out, the team 
recruited 49 participants 
from Pittsboro — 18 men 
and 31 women — for a 
follow-up study “with the 

goal of  trying to under-
stand if  levels in this 
population were higher 
than the general U.S. pop-
ulation,” Stapleton said.

The volunteers, whose 
ages ranged from 33 to 
86 with a median of  60, 
provided samples on two 
occasions approximately 
two months apart.

Both sets of  collected 
data — PFAS levels in the 
participants’ drinking wa-
ter and from their blood 
— painted a worrisome 
picture.

PFAS concentrations 
in drinking water ranged 
from about 50 ng/L to 
as high as 452 ng/L. A 
handful of  participants 
submitted bottled water 
as representative of  what 
they drink most often; 
their samples returned no 
PFAS contamination.

Blood samples showed 
much less variability.

“PFAS was detected 
in all the blood samples, 
and there was very little 
difference in PFAS mea-
sured at the two different 
time points,” Stapleton 
said, emphasizing the du-
ration of  PFAS retention 
within the human body.

The results confirmed 
what the town’s residents 
have been hearing for two 
years: PFAS contamina-
tion in Pittsboro is much 
worse than elsewhere 
in the country — specif-
ically, two to four times 
worse.

Some chemicals within 
the PFAS family, such as 
PFHxA, are not even mea-
surable in other state’s 
water supplies, but their 
concentrations are rising 
in the Haw.

“PFHxA, a PFAS that 
was detected in all the 
blood samples from Pitts-
boro … is very abundant 
in the water,” Stapleton 
said. “Back in 2018, the 
concentrations were 
almost 300 ng/L … The 

exposure and concentra-
tions of  this PFAS have 
been increasing over 
time.”

But there is good news. 
Concentrations of  some 
PFAS, such as PFOS, have 
decreased precipitously 
in the last 15 years.

“If  you look back to 
what the levels have been 
in the past,” Stapleton 
said, “… the measure-
ment of  PFOA measured 
in samples that were 
collected from the Haw 
River in 2006 was 200 
ng/L. A follow-up study 
in 2013 collected samples 
from the Haw River and 
measured concentrations 
around 34 ng/L. So, this 
does suggest that the 
PFOA levels in the Haw 
have been coming down.”

Still, the sum total of  
PFAS in Pittsboro’s water 
continues to rise, a fact 
the EPA has neglected to 
recognize, Stapleton said. 
Their advisory applies 
only to individual chem-
icals within the PFAS 
family. But PFAS come in 
clusters.

“They’re often found in 
mixtures,” Stapleton said. 
“You’re not going to find 
one without the other.”

The EPA’s 70 ng/L 
health advisory only 
applies to PFOS and 
PFOA, taken separately. 
In Pittsboro’s water, there 
were on average 48 and 15 
ng/L of  PFOA and PFOS, 
respectively.

“So, the drinking water 
utilities have every right 
to say that the water is 
in compliance with all 
federal and state stan-
dards,” Stapleton said. 
“It’s not above the health 
advisory.”

The sum of  just five 
common PFAS in Pitts-
boro’s water, however, 
totals 224 ng/L — well 
above healthy levels.

Recognizing the folly 
inherent to the EPA’s 

policy, many states have 
imposed their own PFAS 
regulations. New Jersey 
restricts PFOA levels to 
14 ng/L. PFOS and PFNA 
may be no higher than 13 
ng/L. Michigan is even 
stricter limiting PFOA 
to 8 ng/L and PFNA to 6 
ng/L.

“Some states are taking 
an even more progressive 
approach like Vermont 
and Massachusetts,” Sta-
pleton said, “… they came 
to the conclusion that we 
should really be thinking 
about the sum total of  
PFAS in the drinking wa-
ter, and so they developed 
an MCL of  20 ng/L for the 
sum total.”

Stapleton hopes North 
Carolina will consider 
similar measures and that 
local leaders will take 
steps to stymie PFAS con-
tamination in Pittsboro’s 
water before levels reach 
critical concentration. 
Several government offi-
cials were present at the 
town hall including Rep-
resentative Robert Reives 
II (N.C. House, Dist. 54) 
and Pittsboro Town 
Manager Chris Kennedy, 
whose own water qual-
ity task force recently 
concluded an investiga-
tion into Pittsboro’s PFAS 
problem. You can read the 
highlights of  their report 
in this edition. 

Stapleton’s research 
has made considerable 
progress toward under-
standing the scope of  
Pittsboro’s PFAS crisis, 
but it will take more effort 
to enact any significant 
change.

“We really need more 
information to under-
stand how the levels here 
are associated with any 
health outcomes, partic-
ularly cancer,” Staple-
ton said. “…This is not 
the end by any means. 
Hopefully this is just the 
beginning.”

Pittsboro group proposes solutions to town’s PFAS contamination
Fixes expected to ‘be 

complicated and ... require many 
points of view and expertise’

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — The 
Pittsboro Water Quality 
Task Force — a 17-person 
team of experts assembled 
by the town’s board of com-
missioners last November 
to assess “unregulated 
contaminants in the Haw 
River and the appropriate 
response thereto” — has 
finalized its report and 
submitted a recommended 
action plan to the town.

The town’s board of  
commissioners isn’t 
expected to evaluate the 
report until its Nov. 23 
meeting.

Why it matters

PFAS — Perfluoroalkyl 
substances, chemicals 
known as potential car-
cinogens — were discov-
ered in Chatham County’s 
water and identified as 
a serious public health 
threat to its residents in 
2018. Since then, the News 
+ Record has reported 
frequently on developing 
research into the con-
taminant’s prevalence in 
Chatham County towns, 
most notably Pittsboro. 
With the PWQTF’s forma-
tion, the town officially 
sponsored efforts to ad-
dress the PFAS problem. 
The team’s findings could 
represent a bridge from 
research and analysis to 
commensurate action. 

Here is a breakdown 
of the report’s most 
important takeaways:

Pittsboro’s situation is 
grim, but not irreversible.

• “The Town of  Pitts-
boro will face many 
challenges related to 
water resources over the 
coming years,” the report 
said, “all of  which will 
be complicated and will 
require many points of  
view and expertise.”

The town’s PFAS 
contamination is among 
the worst in the state. The 
most recent available re-
search found PFAS levels 
of  844.8 parts per trillion 
(ppt) in the Haw River at 
Pittsboro’s water intake 
point. For some perspec-

tive, Cary — which draws 
its water from Jordan 
Lake — measured 110.6 
ppt. And parts of  north-
ern and eastern Chatham 
County, which source wa-
ter from Durham’s Lake 
Michie and the Jordan 
Lake, had just 65.4 ppt.

The most effective way 
to address contamination 
in the water supply would 
be to stop it at the source, 
the report concluded. But 
that may be unrealistic.

“There are multiple 
known sources of  con-
tamination stemming 
from within the munici-
palities of  Reidsville, Bur-
lington and Greensboro,” 
the report said.

It is improbable those 
municipalities can 
significantly adjust their 
industries to minimize 
PFAS runoff. A more like-
ly long-term solution to 
the town’s water contam-
ination is for Pittsboro to 
continue ongoing develop-
ment of  a regional water 
treatment plant designed 
to service a four-partner 
coalition called the West-
ern Intake Partners.

The four partners 
are Pittsboro, Durham, 
Chatham County and the 
Orange Water and Sewer 
Authority. Together they 
are collaborating on 
plans to construct a water 
treatment plant at Jordan 
Lake’s western shore.

But there is a problem: the 
plant, if it is built, will not be 
operational until 2031.

Therefore, the report 
said, “while (the water 
treatment plant) should 
be pursued, it will not 
adequately and urgently 
address the immediate 
emerging contamination 
problem.”

Fortunately, viable 
short-term options exist to 
ameliorate the situation in 
the interim. Reverse osmo-
sis has been shown to filter 
PFAS from water. The task 
force, therefore, suggested 
that Pittsboro front the cost 
to install reverse osmosis 
filtration systems across 
the county at public loca-
tions and in private homes.

“The recommended im-
mediate solution for the 
Town of  Pittsboro,” the 
report said, “is to provide 
RO fill stations, RO instal-

lation rebate programs 
for low income families, 
discounted RO systems 
for renters, homeowners 
and businesses and RO 
point-of-use filters for 
the three public schools 
within Town limits.”

It added: “All short-
term options should be 
free to qualifying low 
income individuals. And 
those who don’t qualify 
for a fully-funded option 
will still be eligible for a 
significant discount.”

Finally, the committee 
suggested that Pittsboro es-
tablish a program of trans-
parency and education 
to keep residents abreast 
of the town’s progress in 
addressing the issue.

“This recommendation 
seeks to establish trust in 
the community by provid-
ing guidance and assis-
tance from town govern-
ment on the threat to our 
water and our health,” 
the report said.

An important 
disclaimer

The PWQTF report 
portends a solution to 
Pittsboro’s dire situation, 
but it would be premature 
to conclude that action 
will immediately ensue. 
The board of  commission-
ers has not yet convened 
to discuss its reception of  
the group’s recommenda-
tions or to potentially en-
dorse the plan of  action.

“I would be remiss if  I 
did not mention the fact 
that our town board of  
commissioners has not 
provided any consent to 
this report aside from its 
commissioning,” Town 
Manager Chris Kennedy 
told the News + Record. 
“The Task Force was 
established at the direc-
tion of  our board, but this 
report was just placed in 
the hands of  the board 
this week, so they have 
not had the necessary 
time to review, critique 
and accept its findings.” 

More information

The task force members 
include Karla Stone Ean-
es, Bill Holman, Becky 
Smith, Adam Pickett, 
Daniel Ayers, Bett Foley, 
Emily Sutton, Hugh Har-
rington, Mark Williams, 
Chris Atack, Kevin Rus-
sell, Karen Strazza, Karen 
Styres, Katie Bryant, 
Hunter Freeman, Jenni-
fer Platt and Lori Cramer.

The 31-page report is 
available online at cutt.
ly/pbowaterreport. Note 

that it contains several 
hundred pages of  supple-
mentary research.

Reporter D. Lars Dolder 
can be reached at 
dldolder@chathamnr.com.

WATER QUALITY TASK FORCE

Stapleton
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Cunningham, Tillis talk plans for Chatham County
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

Editor’s Note: The 
following are exclusive 
interviews with U.S. 
Senate candidates Cal 
Cunningham and Thom 
Tillis conducted via email 
with the News + Record. 
Responses were included 
in their entirety and only 
minor edits were made for 
spelling and grammar.

Cal Cunningham, 
Democrat

What will you do that will 
specifically benefit Chatham 
County residents and how 
will you help stimulate a 
pandemic-racked econo-
my? Especially in western 
Chatham County, industry 
has been faltering for some 
time and the situation has 
become more dire in recent 
months.

I grew up in the small 
town of  Lexington, so I 

am no 
stranger 
to the 
issues 
small 
towns 
and rural 
commu-
nities in 
our state 
face, and 

I intend to be a strong 
voice for them in the U.S. 
Senate — from helping 
connect communities 
with federal economic 
development and re-

cruitment programs, to 
investing in priorities like 
expanding access to rural 
broadband and health 
care. From Siler City and 
Goldston in the west to 
Wilsonville and Pittsboro 
to the east, I’m committed 
to fighting for the needs 
of  every Chatham County 
resident. 

Chatham County is 
home to a robust network 
of  open space, trails and 
parks, and I will work on 
federal efforts to preserve 
those public lands so they 
can be enjoyed by gener-
ations of  North Carolin-
ians to come. 

We also know that for-
ever chemicals remain a 
threat to Chatham Coun-
ty’s water, particularly 
in the Haw River. In the 
Senate, I will be a partner 
at the federal level to en-
sure that cities and towns 
have the resources to 
spot these contaminants 
and clean our water, and 
that polluters are held 
accountable when they 
harm our communities 
and public health. 

Too many of  our 
communities have also 
been neglected when it 
comes to infrastructure 
investment. I’ve called 
for robust investment in 
infrastructure — not only 
in our roads and bridges, 
but also in our schools, 
public housing, and local 
wastewater and sewer 
systems. Infrastructure 
investment is not only a 
job creator, but will also 

help communities like 
Chatham Country attract 
economic stimulus to the 
area for years to come. 
I’ve also called for invest-
ing in expanded broad-
band access, something 
Senator Tillis has voted 
against funding in the 
past.  

I also understand that 
in times of  economic cri-
sis, our small communi-
ties are often the hardest 
hit. That’s why I support 
additional relief  for towns 
and cities as they respond 
to the economic fallout of  
this pandemic. 

Another top priority of  
mine will be health care. 
One of the most frequent is-
sues I hear about is the ur-
gent need to improve access 
and bring down the cost 
of health care for families 
— and that is exactly what 
I will fight for in the U.S. 
Senate. I will do everything 
I can to stop the dangerous 
lawsuit that would disman-
tle the Affordable Care Act 
and its protections, includ-
ing protections for those 
with preexisting conditions. 
I also support expanding 
Medicaid in North Carolina 
and bringing down the cost 
of prescription drugs.  

 
“Distrust” has been a 

buzz word around both 
candidates. In your case, on-
going coverage of infidelity 
concerns many voters. It is 
especially critical to many 
older, undecided voters with 
a conservative lean. So, why 
would you say that you still 
deserve and have earned 
your constituents’ trust? 

I have hurt my family, 
disappointed my friends, 
and am deeply sorry. The 
first step in repairing those 
relationships is taking 
complete responsibility, 
which I do. I ask that my 
family’s privacy be respect-
ed in this personal matter. 

I remain grateful and 
humbled by the ongoing 
support that North Caro-
linians have extended in 
this campaign, and in the 
remaining weeks before 
this election I will con-
tinue to work to earn the 
opportunity to fight for 

the people of  our state.

What will you do to 
ameliorate divisiveness in 
the political sphere and be-
tween American citizens?  

From my Aunt Sis, 
who was an elementary 
school teacher, I learned 
that a good listener is 
a good learner — and I 
think you can say the 
same about leaders. In 
the Senate, count on me 
to listen first, to take on 
the biggest challenges, 
and never waiver in my 
commitment to serve the 
people of  our state. I’ll 
always put North Caroli-
na first and stand up for 
the people I represent. 
That includes working 
with either party when 
it’s right, and standing up 
to my own when they’re 
wrong.

I’m also going to push for 
reform. I’m not accepting 
corporate PAC money, and 
I’ll work to make Congress 
responsive to the voters, 
not the special interests.

Can you comment on your 
evaluation of how the pres-
ident has negotiated race 
relations and socio-econom-
ic disparity? 

Too many communities 
across North Carolina 
have seen generations of  
inequality due to institu-
tionalized racial discrim-
ination and the resulting 
disparities. I believe we 
need policies that break 
down historical barriers by:

Investing in public 
schools to provide the 
resources they need 
to succeed and closing 
significant funding gaps 
between districts — and 
achievement gaps between 
black and white students 
— including investing in 
Head Start and other early 
childhood programs.

Ensuring pursuing 
higher education is an 
opportunity available 
to anyone who seeks it 
by lowering the cost of  
college, expanding access 
to community college and 
technical training, and 
reducing the burden of  
student loan debt. 

Strengthening and 
extending coverage under 
the Affordable Care Act, 
including creating a public 
health insurance option, 
and doing more to support 
rural hospitals and ad-
dress doctor shortages. 

Reinstating protec-
tions under the Voting 
Rights Act, so that any 
state or jurisdiction with 
a pattern of  discrimina-
tion must have chang-
es to voting practices 
approved by the Justice 
Department.

Enacting criminal jus-
tice reform that includes: 
revisiting mandatory 
minimum sentences for 
non-violent offenders, 
refocusing efforts on pre-
venting violent crime in-
stead of  locking up people 
who need treatment, and 
reducing recidivism by 
investing in programs that 
give people who have paid 
their debt to society the 
opportunity to re-enter 
their communities. I also 
support curbing the abuse 
of  cash bail and eliminat-
ing for-profit prisons.

Senator Thom Tillis, 
Republican

Note: Questions were an-

swered by Tillis campaign 
spokewoman Alex Nolley.

What will Mr. Tillis do that 
will specifically benefit Cha-
tham County citizens?

Through the USMCA, 
Senator Tillis is bringing 
jobs back home for Cha-
tham’s farmers and man-
ufacturers and through 
the Paycheck Protection 

Program, 
he helped 
save 4,200 
Chatham 
jobs. 
Whether 
in the ag-
riculture, 
textile, 
ener-
gy or 

lumber industries, all 
residents deserve a Sena-
tor like Thom Tillis who 
will fight to rebuild the 
economy and get Chatham 
County back to work.

In keeping with the first 
question, how will Senator 
Tillis help to stimulate a 
pandemic-racked economy?

Senator Tillis believes 
the way to bolster North 
Carolina’s economy is 
through lower taxes and 
fewer regulatory bur-
dens. As North Carolina’s 
Speaker of  the House, 
he cut taxes and slashed 
regulations, making 
the state’s economy 
one of  the strongest in 
the nation. In the U.S. 
Senate, he did the same 
thing. He also supported 
strong trade policies that 
allow small businesses 
and farmers to flourish. 
Senator Tillis’ pro-growth 
policies helped achieve 
record-low unemploy-
ment for women and 
minorities and generated 
record high wage growth 
for blue-collar workers. 
Before this virus, Senator 
Tillis helped create one 
of  the most prosperous 
economies in our nation’s 
history and he’ll never 
stop working until he 
does it again.

Despite his challenger’s 
ongoing scandal, Mr. Tillis is 
still trailing in the polls. The 
New York Times reported 
a week ago that “distrust” 
was the problem. We’d 
like to give Mr. Tillis the 
opportunity to address that 
specifically — why should 
voters trust him?

Cal Cunningham has 
spent his campaign pre-
tending to be trustworthy 
and honorable, but is now 
under investigation by 
the U.S. Army Reserve for 
having an affair with the 
wife of  a disabled combat 
veteran.

Senator Tillis has kept 
his promises to the people 
of  North Carolina. He 
promised to cut taxes 
and through the 2017 Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act, he did. 
He promised to reduce 
burdensome regulations 
on small businesses and 
rolled back Obama-era 
regulations a record six-
teen times. He promised 
to take care of  veterans 
and he has improved vet-
erans’ access to quality 
health care, increased job 
opportunities and made 
bipartisan reforms to im-
prove the VA system. He 
promised to rebuild the 
military and then secured 
over $3.3 billion in fund-
ing for North Carolina’s 
military installations. 

He promised to confirm 
well-qualified judges to 
the federal bench and he 
did. While Cunningham 
has been dodging the 
media and refusing to 
answer for his potential 
court-martial, Tillis has 
put the people of  North 
Carolina first and he will 
continue to do so when 
he’s re-elected on Novem-
ber 3.

Why has Mr. Tillis vacillat-
ed in his opinion of Presi-
dent Trump (opposing then 
supporting executive action 
around the wall)? What 
changed?

Senator Tillis has a 
record of  both securing 
the border and increasing 
funding to North Caro-
lina’s military bases. He 
voted for the emergency 
declaration because he 
wants to crack down on 
illegal immigration, while 
Cal Cunningham wants to 
“enable” sanctuary poli-
cies that allow dangerous 
criminals back onto the 
streets and put North 
Carolinians at risk.

What will Mr. Tillis do to 
ameliorate divisiveness in 
the political sphere and be-
tween American citizens? 

Senator Tillis knows 
that his job is to produce 
results by working with 
his colleagues no mat-
ter their political party, 
which is why he’s made 
it a priority to seek out 
members of  the other side 
and find areas to work 
together. He’s worked 
across the aisle to protect 
veterans from predatory 
lending and partnered 
with Amy Klobuchar in 
2018 to successfully pass 
legislation that created a 
new initiative at the VA to 
research the health effects 
associated with burn pits 
and treating veterans who 
become sick after expo-
sure. He also introduced 
bipartisan legislation to 
make sure those who were 
exposed to toxic chemicals 
while serving at Camp 
Lejeune, Iraq, and Afghan-
istan receive proper med-
ical care from the VA. As 
long as he is in the Senate, 
Thom Tillis will continue 
working with members 
from every side of  the 
political spectrum.

Some fault the president, 
with whom Mr. Tillis is 
closely allied, with foment-
ing disunity in the country. 
Does Mr. Tillis support how 
the president has nego-
tiated race relations and 
socio-economic disparity?

Senator Tillis is 
committed to addressing 
disparities within our 
communities. As Speaker 
of  the House in North 
Carolina, Senator Tillis 
helped survivors of  North 
Carolina’s eugenics 
program and in the U.S. 
Senate worked with Pres-
ident Trump to pass the 
bipartisan FIRST STEP 
Act, which overhauled 
our criminal justice sys-
tem. Under Senator Tillis’ 
leadership, Black Amer-
icans’ unemployment 
reached an all-time low 
and the Black community 
experienced record high 
wages. Gains like the ones 
Senator Tillis has helped 
secure are what reduce 
disparities and create 
greater unity among dif-
ferent communities.

ELECTION 2020 | U.S. SENATE

Cunningham

Thillis

You found 
the answer!

To enter the COA’s monthly drawing for a $25 Visa Gift Card, call 
the COA at 919-542-4512, extension 223 and follow the prompts on 
the voicemail. 
October’s winner will be drawn from eligible entries provided by 
10/31/2020. The October winner will be announced in a November 
issue of the Chatham News + Record. One entry per household, per 
week. Employees of the COA and their dependents not eligible.

A: Lula Watson. Watson was 
104 years old when she sang for the 

November 19, 1978 event.

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum



POLICE REPORTS
CHATHAM COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

On Oct. 16, Gary Lee How-
ard, 48, of  481 Ralph Moore 
Road, Bear Creek, was 
arrested by Deputy Rami 
Amer for Interference 
with Electronic Monitor-
ing Devices. Howard was 
jailed on a $10,000.00 se-
cured bond and was sched-
uled to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in 
Pittsboro on Oct. 19.

On Oct. 16, Gary Lee 
Howard, 48, of 481 Ralph 
Moore Road, Bear Creek, 
was arrested by Deputy 
Rami Amer for Possession 
of Counterfeit Instrument/
Currency and Obtaining 
Property by False Pretense. 
Howard was jailed on a 
$5,000 secured bond and is 
scheduled to appear in Cha-
tham County District Court 
in Pittsboro on Nov. 9.

On Oct. 16, Gary Lee How-
ard, 48, of 481 Ralph Moore 
Road, Bear Creek, was 
arrested by Deputy Rami 
Amer for Felony Larceny. 
Howard was jailed on a 
$5,000 secured bond and was 
scheduled to appear in Cha-
tham County District Court 
in Pittsboro on Oct. 19.

On Oct. 16, Gary Lee How-
ard, 48, of  481 Ralph Moore 
Road, Bear Creek, was 
arrested by Deputy Rami 
Amer for Failure to Appear 
on charges of  Obtaining 
Property by False Pretense, 
Financial Card Theft, and 
Identity Theft. Howard was 
jailed on a $5,000 secured 
bond and was scheduled to 
appear in Chatham County 
District Court in Pittsboro 
on Oct. 19.

On Oct. 9, Alexus Simone 
Baldwin, 25, of  43 Edin-
borough Drive, Durham, 
was arrested by Deputy 
Andrew Gray for Failure 
to Appear on charges of  
Speeding and Reckless 
Driving to Endanger. 
Baldwin was jailed on a 
$2,500 secured bond and 
is scheduled to appear in 
Alamance County District 
Court in Graham on Dec. 
1.

On Oct. 16, Crystal 
Leeann Tolley, 29, of  96 
Garden Trace, Pittsboro, 
was arrested by Deputy 
Rami Amer for Failure 
to Appear on charges of  
Defrauding an Innkeeper. 
Tolley was jailed on a $250 
secured bond and is sched-
uled to appear in Jackson 
County District Court in 
Sylva on November 24.
 
On Oct. 16, William 
Juanzo-Harrison Deshazo, 
38, of  1217 Liberty Street, 

Durham, was arrested by 
Deputy Rami Amer for 
True Bill of  Indictment re-
lating to Domestic Violence 
Protective Order Violation 
and Habitual Violation of  
Domestic Violation Protec-
tion Order. Deshazo was 
issued a Written Promise 
to Appear in Chatham 
County Superior Court in 
Pittsboro on Nov. 16.

On Oct. 16, Steven Robert 
Allen, 26, of  7323 Pecan Av-
enue, Sunset Beach, N.C., 
was arrested by Deputy 
Rami Amer for Possession 
of  Methamphetamine 
and Possession of  Drug 
Paraphernalia. Allen was 
jailed on a $5,000 secured 
bond and was scheduled 
to appear in Brunswick 
County District Court in 
Southport on Oct. 20.

On Oct. 17, Steven An-
thony Miller, 38, of  446 
Moncure School Road, 
Moncure, was arrested 
by Deputy David Nixon 
for Possession of  Heroin 
and Possession of  Drug 
Paraphernalia. Miller was 
jailed on a $1,500 secured 
bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in 
Pittsboro on Nov. 9.

On Oct. 17, Tyler Steven 
Howard, 27, of  488 Ed-
wards Hill Church Road, 
Siler City, was arrested 
by Deputy Johnny Griffin 
for Unauthorized Use of  
Motor Vehicle, Possession 
of  Drug Paraphernalia, 
Larceny of  a Firearm, Pos-
session of  Firearm by Fel-
on, and Injury to Personal 
Property. Howard was 
jailed on a $10,000 secured 
bond and was scheduled 
to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in 
Pittsboro on Oct. 19.

On Oct. 18, Dean Allen Jen-
kins, 59, of 169 Archie John-
son Road, Siler City, was 
arrested by Deputy Brandal 
Harrington for Failure 
to Appear on charges of  
Allowing Livestock to Run 
at Large. Jenkins was jailed 
on a $500.00 secured bond 
and is scheduled to appear 
in Chatham County District 
Court in Pittsboro on Dec. 9.

On Oct. 18, Kentric 
Rasheem McKoy, 27, of  
185 Lucy Mae Page Road, 
Pittsboro, was arrested by 
Deputy David Nixon for 
True Bill of  Indictment 
relating to Indecent Liber-
ties with a Child and Sex-
ual Battery. McKoy was 
issued a Written Promise 
to Appear in Chatham 
County Superior Court in 
Pittsboro on Oct. 26.

On Oct. 18, Nicholas Al-

exandre Smith, 27, of  3313 
Cameron Drive, Sanford, 
was arrested by Deputy 
Reggie Griffin for Failure 
to Appear on charges of  
Possessing/Displaying 
Altered/Fictitious/Re-
voked Driver’s License, 
Expired/No Inspection, 
and No Liability Insur-
ance. Smith was jailed on 
a $2,000 secured bond and 
was scheduled to appear 
in Moore County District 
Court in Carthage on Oct. 
28. 

On Oct. 18, Nicholas Al-
exandre Smith, 27, of 3313 
Cameron Drive, Sanford, 
was arrested by Deputy 
Reggie Griffin for Failure 
to Appear on charges of  
Failure to Reduce Speed 
and Driving While License 
Revoked. Smith was jailed 
on a $2,000 secured bond and 
was scheduled to appear in 
Lee County District Court in 
Sanford on Oct. 26. 

On Oct. 19, Shaneil Mae Tay-
lor, 37, of 1201 Red Sunset 
Place, Siler City, was arrest-
ed by Deputy Marcus Hart 
for Exploiting Disabled/El-
der Trust, Obtaining Prop-
erty by False Pretense, and 
Identity Theft. Taylor was 
issued a Written Promise to 
Appear in Chatham County 
Superior Court in Pittsboro 
on Nov. 9.

On Oct. 19, Shawn Michael 
Seeley, 42, of  14226 NC 902 
Highway, Bear Creek, was 
arrested by Deputy Grant 
Carter for Second Degree 
Trespass and Breaking 
and Entering. Seeley was 
issued a Written Promise 
to Appear in Chatham 
County Superior Court in 
Pittsboro on Nov. 18.

On Oct. 19, Luis Antonio 
Perez-Rodriguez, 37, of  219 
Cameron Drive, Siler City, 
was arrested by Deputy 
Matthew Mitchell for Do-
mestic Violence Protective 
Order Violation. Perez-Ro-
driguez was jailed on a 
48-hour Domestic Violence 
hold and was scheduled 
to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in 
Pittsboro on Oct. 27. 

On Oct. 20, Danny Joe 
Phillips, 46, of  8795 Siler 
City Glendon Road, Bear 
Creek, was arrested by 
Deputy Johnny Griffin 
for Assault on a Female. 
Phillips jailed on a 48-hour 
Domestic Violence hold 
and was scheduled to ap-
pear in Chatham County 
District Court in Pittsboro 
on Oct. 21.

On Oct. 20, Thomas Lee 
Saunders, 30, of  202 Post 
Office Road, Moncure, was 
arrested by Deputy David 

Nixon for Fail to Comply 
with Judgement relating to 
Defrauding a Drug/Alco-
hol Screen Test. Saunders 
was issued a Written Prom-
ise to Appear in Chatham 
County District Court in 
Pittsboro on Dec. 2.

On Oct. 20, Tarik Jihad 
Greene Jr., 24, of  2090 

Hamlet’s Chapel Road, 
Pittsboro, was arrested by 
Deputy Dominique York 
for Maintaining a Vehi-
cle/Dwelling/Place for 
a Controlled Substance, 
Possession of  Marijuana 
Up to 1/2 oz., Possession 
Marijuana Parapherna-
lia, Felony Possession of  
Cocaine, Possession with 

Intent to Manufacture/
Sell/Distribute Heroin, 
Trafficking Opium or 
Heroin, and Possession 
of  Drug Paraphernalia. 
Greene was jailed on a 
$50,000 secured bond and 
is scheduled to appear in 
Chatham County District 
Court in Pittsboro on Nov. 
9.
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Public Notice
TOWN OF SILER CITY

LEAF COLLECTION SCHEDULE
Siler City loose leaf collection will begin Monday, November 2, 

2020.  Persons living on the north-side of Raleigh Street will receive 
a leaf pick-up on Monday through Friday in the first week and 

persons living on the south-side of Raleigh Street will receive a leaf 
pick-up starting the next week on Monday, November 9, 2020.

Please Note: Pick up will take place on one side of town for the 
week, then move to the other side of town for a week.

Leaves should be placed in neat piles at the edge of the street 
(not in the street) where they will be accessible to the vacuum 

machine.  Foreign objects such as sticks, rocks and trash must 
be removed from the loose leaves and piled separately for 

later collection.  To avoid damage to the leaf vacuum, leaves 
containing foreign objects will not be picked up

Bagged Leaves Will Not Be Picked UP While Loose Leaf 
Collection Program is in Progress.

Your cooperation will make our leaf collection program 
a success.

For questions, please call 919-742-4732.

Noticia Pύblica
TOWN OF SILER CITY

RECOLECCION DE HOJAS
La recolecciόn de hojas sueltas de Siler City comenzarά el Lunes 2 de 

Noviembre de 2020. Las personas que viven en el lado norte de Raleigh 
Street recibirάn una recogida de hojas de Lunes a Viernes en la primera 
semana (11/2-11/6) y las personas que viven en el lado sur de Raleigh 
Street recibirάn un recogida de hojas a partir de la prόxima semana el 

lunes 9 de Noviembre de 2020 (11/9-11/13).

Tenga en cuenta: La recogida se llevarά a cabo en un lado de la 
ciudad durante la semana, luego se trasladarά al otro lado de la 

ciudad durante una semana.

Las hojas deben colocarse en montones al borde de la calle (no en la 
calle) donde serάn accesibles para la mάquina de aspiradora de hojas.  
Los objetos como madera, piedras y basura deben ser retiradas 
de las hojas para otro dia de recoleccion.  Para evitar daῆos a la 

mάquina de hojas, no se recogerάn las hojas que contengan estos 
objetos o otro tipo de objetos.

Las hojas embolsadas no serάn recogidas mientras 
el programa de recolecciόn de hojas sueltas esté en 

proceso.

Su cooperaciόn harά que nuestro programa de recolecciόn de 
hojas sea un éxito.

Para preguntas por favor llame al  919-742-4732.
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WE are

Mike 
DASHER

Franklin 
GOMEZ FLORES

Karen 
HOWARD

On Tuesday, November 3rd vote for
Mike Dasher,  Franklin Gomez Flores & Karen Howard  

for Chatham County Board of Commissioners.

Your Candidates for
Chatham Board of Commissioners 

WE are WE are
committed to growing 
vibrant, diverse  
communities that are 
active, healthy, and 
rich in character  
and culture.

working to ensure 
that every student, at 
any age, can achieve 
their full potential.

dedicated to protecting 
our natural resources, 
enhancing public  
spaces, and building  
a more sustainable  
and resilient Chatham 
County.

COMMITTEE TO ELECT MIKE DASHER
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‘Medicine for the soul’ helps with grief, healing
BY CINDY CRAIG

Special to the News + Record

2016 was a challenging year. 
It was a time when I was experi-
encing the loss of  one of  my 

closest friends; 
my daughter 
was dealing 
with the loss 
of  two of  her 
friends while I 
was also strug-
gling with the 
continuous 
loss of  life in 
my work in 

elder care.
That year felt like there was 

hardly any time to mourn one 
loss before another came. My 
heart was very heavy, to say 
the least. I began to realize how 
out of  touch I had been with the 
true process of  grieving, hon-
oring someone’s life, facing this 

inevitable part of  our journey, 
and respecting my own need to 
allow myself  time to properly 
mourn.

Then came the Death Faire ... 
which was incredibly healing 
for me.

To dive into a taboo sub-
ject the way the Death Faire 
has is true medicine for the 
soul. I learned about dealing 
with grief, ancestral healing, 
different cultural rituals, 
participated in the community 
altar, and was moved beyond 
words by beautiful song, 
dance, drumming and fire. 
These were powerful blessings 
that opened my mind, lifted 
the pain, and filled my heart. I 
realized how important it is to 
talk with our loved ones about 
these things. I began experi-
encing comfort in stepping 
out of  the anxiety and fear 
surrounding death. I believe Death Faire has given me a 

much greater sense of  peace 
in dealing with loss of  life and 
has educated the community 
on the celebration of  one’s 

life. I would encourage any-
one, of  any age to attend this 
valuable community offering 
with an open heart and mind.

DEATH FAIRE 2020

IF YOU’RE GOING
DEATH FAIRE 2020
• The fifth annual event 
will be held from noon to 
6 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 
31; for more information, 
go to abundancenc.org/
death-faire.

• Location: The Plant 
at 220 Lorax Lane, 
Pittsboro

•  Featuring keynote 
speakers Dr. Tashel 

Bordere and Godi 
Godar Moteke Molanga, 
live music, meditation, 
interactive altars, story/
prayer circles and much 
more.

•  Tickets: abundancenc.
org/death-faire (children 
free; adults $10-$75, 
sliding scale)

• COVID-19 regulations 
(masks, social distancing 
required) will be 
observed

Craig

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

An altar observing death 
from the 2019 edition of 
Death Faire.

Subscribe Today 
919-663-3232

Chatham YMCA

287 East Street, Suite 412, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312

More Info: 919-545-9622

• CHATHAM YMCA SCHOOL HOLIDAY CAMP
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PITTSBORO 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PERRY HARRISON SCHOOL

Write down several of your 
favorite Halloween jokes and 

send them to a friend!
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It’s a rainy, stormy Halloween night. But Drusilla and her brother 
Darius are still going to have some spooky fun at home!

How many 
pieces of candy 

corn can you find 
on this page?

Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to locate 

information.

Do you like 
popcorn? Look 

through the 
newspaper for 

words that make 
you think about 

popcorn. Try to find 
three nouns, three 
verbs and three 

adjectives. Use the 
words to write a 

poem or paragraph 
about popcorn.

Cross out each letter that appears three 
times. Unscramble the remaining letters 

to spell the name of Drusilla’s cat. 

Darius made a string of Halloween 
decorations. Cross out the item 

that breaks the pattern.

Drusilla and Darius settled in to watch some spooky 
movies, but they got way too scared. What did they 

do instead? Use the code to find out!
A
C
D
E
G
H
I

=
=
=
=
=
=
=

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

13
K
O
P
R
S
T
Y

=
=
=
=
=
=
=

8
9

10
11
12
13
14

6 4 14 11 4 1 3

13 6 4 7 11

8 7 3 12 2 9 9 10

10 1 5 4

How many pumpkins do you see?

Can you find all three of the groups at left on the larger grid below?

GROUP 1

GROUP 2

GROUP 3

Circle the rows of numbers on this ghastly tombstone that 
add up to 12. Look up, down, sideways and diagonally.

Standards Link: Mathematics: Add sums to 12.

Complete the grid by using all the letters in the word BATS in each 

vertical and horizontal row. Each letter should only be used once in 

each row. Some spaces have been filled in for you.

Standards Link: Grammar: Use nouns, verbs and adjectives correctly in 
reading and writing.

Count Alucard’s castle was a total mess. Several 

__________ were floating in the courtyard fountain. 

A _________  _______ was tangled in some cobwebs 

above the parlour. The staircase was covered in 

____________ ______________. An expensive 

___________  __________ had been knocked over 

and broken.

“_____________!” cried Count Alucard. “This mess 

makes my blood boil!”

“We’ll help you clean up the place,” said his niece Rue, 

as his nephew Muerto began to _____________ the 

entry way.

Soon, Rue had ______________ through the first floor, 

replacing the suit of armor’s __________. Muerto 

cleaned up the courtyard, planting fresh 

______________ all around the castle moat. They 

worked together to remove the ___________  

__________ from the castle’s ___________ tower.

By sunrise, the castle looked ______________ , just the 

way Count Alucard likes it!

Have a friend give you each type of word to fill in the 

blanks. Then read the story aloud!

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recongized identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

HALLOWEEN
MONSTER
PUMPKINS
POPCORN
STORMY
GHASTLY
FUN
SPOOKY
CAT
MOVIES
RAINY
CANDY
HOME
POEM
BIG

N
S
P
O
O
K
Y
C
B

E
O
U
O
Y
D
N
A
C

E
J
M
F
P
O
E
M
S

W
S
P
D
U
C
Y
T
R

O
E
K
H
P
N
O
Y
A

L
I
I
F
O
R
H
R
I

L
V
N
C
M
M
B
S
N

A
O
S
Y
A
V
E
I
Y

H
M
O
N
S
T
E
R
G

W
Y
L
T
S
A
H
G
N
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If you haven’t voted yet, here’s what you need to know
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

Just days remain before 
the polls close on Nov. 3. 
But chances are, if  you 
planned to vote during this 
election season, you’ve 
already cast your ballot.

As of  Tuesday morning, 
34,737 Chatham County 
votes were already in. With 
57,557 registered voters 
county-wide, that means 
60% had already made up 
their minds with five days 
still left of  early voting.

“I can’t believe how 
many people have voted 
already,” said Pandora 
Paschal, director of  Cha-
tham’s Board of  Elections. 
“It’s blowing my mind.”

By day eight this year, 
the number of  ballots cast 
had already surpassed that 
of  2016’s entire early voting 
season.

“In 2016 we voted, I think, 
just over 30,000 during the 
whole early voting period 
including absentee by mail,” 
Paschal said. “We’ve well 
exceeded that this year and 
we haven’t even gotten to the 
last day of early voting.”

The turnout phenomenon 
is likely due to two unusual 
circumstances: a global 
pandemic and the most 
contentious presidential 
race of modern times. As the 
Washington Post noted on 
Monday, “the tens of millions 
of ballots already cast show 
highly enthusiastic voters are 
making sure their votes are 
counted amid a pandemic.”

Concerning rhetoric 
of  voter suppression and 
fraudulence — much of it 
coming from President Don-
ald Trump — has cast a pall 
over the integrity of  the vot-
ing process. It would seem 
that many voters came out 
early anticipating a bungled 
process. But whatever the 
impetus, the fact remains: 
more people have voted by 
this point in the election 
season than ever before.

“People have been turn-
ing out in records all over 
the country,” Paschal said.

While she emphasized 
that the BOE does not 
involve itself  in any kind of  
political discourse, Paschal 
conceded that it’s obvious 
there are fewer undecided 
voters this year than usual.

“It seems like a great 
many are not undecided,” 

she said, “because you can 
just tell by the turnout.”

In Chatham, a county with 
already historically strong 
support of early voting, the 
deluge of voters has nearly 
overwhelmed the system.

“It’s been crazy here,” 
Paschal said.  “If we keep 
voting like we’re voting, 
we will have voted proba-
bly most of our voters (by 
election day). There probably 
will be some on election day, 
but I don’t know how many. I 
had no idea this many people 
would vote this early. I knew 
early voting was popular, but 
I didn’t know people would 
come out in droves like this.”

If, however, you are among 
the dwindling number of  
registered voters still to have 
withheld a ballot — and if  
you don’t already know what 
names you’re going to check 
— here’s the lowdown:

U.S. Senate

It’s probably fair to say you 
don’t need a debriefing on the 
presidential candidates, so 
let’s jump right to Congress.

Incumbent Senator Thom 
Tillis (R) is running for 
re-election. His only realistic 
opponent is Democrat Cal 
Cunningham. (You may also 
vote for Libertarian Shannon 
Bray or Constitution Party 
candidate Kevin Hayes.)

Tillis’ platform empha-
sizes his accomplishments 
over a long political career. 
He was elected as a senator 
in 2015 having previously 
served in the House of  Rep-
resentatives since 2006. He 
is a loyal Trump supporter, 
and many of his policies are 
reflective of  the president’s.

“All residents deserve 
a Senator like Thom Tillis 
who will fight to rebuild the 
economy and get Chatham 
County back to work,” Tillis 
campaign spokeswoman 
Alex Tilley told the News + 
Record.

Cal Cunningham, a 
veteran of the Iraq war and 
the war in Afghanistan with 
a law degree from UNC and 
a Master of Science in public 
policy from the London 
School of Economics, hopes 
voters will identify him as 
a well-rounded and capable 
leader despite his short time 
on the political scene.

“From Siler City and 
Goldston in the west to 
Wilsonville and Pittsboro 

to the east, I’m committed 
to fighting for the needs of  
every Chatham County res-
ident,” Cunningham said 
in an interview with us.

For more in-depth cover-
age of  the U.S. Senate race, 
check out our exclusive in-
terviews Cal Cunningham 
and a Tillis spokeswoman 
in this edition.

N.C. Governor

North Carolina’s guberna-
torial race features Demo-
cratic incumbent Roy Cooper 
and Republican challenger 
Dan Forest, N.C.’s current 
lieutenant governor. Liber-
tarian Steven DiFiore and 
Constitution Party candidate 
Al Pisano are also on the 
ballot.

Cooper has served as 
governor since narrowly 
beating former Governor Pat 
McCrory in the 2016 race. 
During his term, Cooper has 
worked to expand Medicaid, 
increase teacher pay and add 
jobs around the state. He has 
also presided over the state’s 
response to the coronavi-
rus pandemic — a point of  
emphasis in his campaign 
as N.C. has managed lower 
infection and mortality rates 
than many surrounding 
states.

Forest, however, has been 
a vocal critic of Cooper’s 
leadership through the pan-
demic. If elected, he hopes to 
redirect the state’s pandemic 
navigation. He also lists sec-
ond amendment rights, pro-
life legislation and combating 
illegal immigration among 
his primary goals.

DiFiore emphasizes public 
education reform among 
the most prominent features 
of his platform. Improved 
access to healthcare and 
decreased housing costs are 
also important to him.

Chatham County Board 
of Commissioners

Three of the board’s five 
seats are up for grabs in this 
year’s election. The incum-
bents — Democrats Karen 
Howard (Dist. 1) and Mike 
Dasher (Dist. 2) and Republi-
can Andy Wilkie (Dist. 5) — 
each face opposition.

Howard, Dasher and 
Dist. 5 challenger Franklin 
Gomez Flores are running 
on a shared platform. They 
prioritize affordable hous-

ing, county-wide broad-
band service and quality 
public education as the 
principal features of  their 
plan for the county.

Likewise, the three 
Republican candidates — 
incumbent Wilkie along 
with Dist. 2 candidate 
Jimmy Pharr and Dist. 1 
candidate Jay Stobbs — are 
campaigning together. They 
hope to win a Republican 
majority and enact changes 
to employment regulation 
and county budgeting. They 
have also made restoration 
of  the confederate monu-
ment in Pittsboro a central 
feature of  their platform.

Chatham County 
Board of Education

The BOE has five non-par-
tisan seats. Two are up for 
re-election this year.

Melissa Hlavac (Dist. 1) 
has served on the board since 
2016. She is associate dean of  
MBA programs at UNC’s Ke-
nan-Flagler Business School. 
Her goals include reducing 
the student achievement gap 
to address equity and raising 
the school state rankings.

“In this precarious envi-
ronment, COVID-related de-
cisions are some of the most 
critical decisions we will ren-
der,” Hlavac told the News + 
Record, “yet we must move 
forward with the backdrop 
of ongoing policy setting and 
guidance that must continue 
to propel the school district in 
a positive direction.”

She faces two opponents, 
Timothy Winters and Ryan 
Armstrong. Winters hopes 
to negotiate a larger share of  
incremental county revenue 
for education and implement 
maximum class sizes of 18. 
Armstrong is running on 
the Chatham Republican 
campaign ticket despite the 
board’s non-partisanship. He 
maintains that his contri-
butions to the board, if he is 
elected, will not come from a 
political agenda.

In Dist. 2, longtime Cha-
tham educator David Hamm 
is facing opposition for the 
first time in his last two 
terms. Continuing to increase 
the local pay supplement for 
teachers and prioritizing ac-
cess to high speed broadband 
are among his goals. His 
opponent, Dennis Lewis, says 
he’ll represent parents better 
than they have been in the 

past. Like Armstrong, Lewis 
is running on the Republican 
campaign ticket.

N.C. House Dist. 54

Democrat Robert Reives II 
has served in the state legis-
lature since 2014. His district 
has most recently included 
all of Chatham County and 
parts of Durham. He plans to 
continue a practice of policy 
making which he believes 
has served all of Chatham’s 
citizens irrespective of party 
allegiance.

“You hear people always 
fuss and say they don’t like 
partisan politics,” he said. 
“But then you’ll hear things, 
like I’ve literally heard one 
person say, ‘You’ve done such 
good stuff. I really appreciate 
how you’ve stood for Cha-
tham County and, I mean, 
man, if you were Republican, 
I’d vote for you in a second.’ 
That’s crazy to me.”

Reives’ challenger, George 
Gilson Jr., is new to North 
Carolina but believes his con-
servative beliefs are exactly 
what Chatham County needs 
moving forward. Still, he 
agrees that intensifying divi-
sion between the two major 
political parties will not serve 
constituents.

“Listen, I am conservative 
and I align myself more 
with the Republican Party,” 
he said, “but I think some 
decisions that the Republican 
Party have made have been 
bad for our country and our 
state. I also think the same 
on the Democratic side. 
Sometimes you have to look 
outside party allegiance and 
do what’s right for the state 
and the country.”

N.C. Senate Dist. 23

Democratic incumbent 
Valerie Foushee faces Re-
publican challenger Thomas 
Glendinning for the N.C. 
Senate Dist. 23 seat which 
covers all of Chatham and 
Orange counties.

“The first thing I want 
to do if I am re-elected,” 
Foushee said, “is continue 
to work for the expansion of  
broadband for unserved and 
under-served areas partic-
ularly in Chatham County. 
I will continue to support 
investments in education 
so that Chatham County 
continues to progress. And 
I will continue to push for 

legislation that will keep the 
environmental aspects of  
Chatham County — water 
and air — clean.”

Glendinning’s platform 
focuses more on zoning 
legislation.

“This is dear to my heart 
because it has to do with 
property rights and personal 
rights,” he said. “In other 
words, that you can use your 
property or the resources 
around you as you need to. 
Our two counties (Chatham 
and Orange) are probably 
the most strictly zoned and 
restricted by planning code 
and zoning code in the state.”

Other Races

• U.S. House of  Represen-
tatives: Republican incum-
bent Ted Budd faces Scott 
Huffman

• N.C. Attorney General: 
Democrat incumbent Josh 
Stein faces Republican Jim 
O’Neill

• N.C. Auditor: Democrat 
incumbent Beth Wood faces 
Republican Anthony Wayne 
Street

• N.C. Commissioner of  
Agriculture: Republican in-
cumbent Steve Troxler faces 
Democrat Jenna Wadsworth

• N.C. Commissioner of  
Insurance: Republican in-
cumbent Mike Causey faces 
Democrat Wayne Goodwin

• N.C. Commissioner of  
Labor: Republican Josh 
Dobson faces Democrat 
Jessica Holmes. Incumbent 
Cherie Berry is not on the 
ballot.

• N.C. Secretary of  State: 
Democrat incumbent Elaine 
Marshall faces Republican 
E.C. Sykes

• N.C. Superintendent of  
Public Instruction: Repub-
lican Catherine Truitt faces 
Democrat Jen Mangrum. 
Incumbent Mark Johnson 
is not on the ballot after a 
failed gubernatorial effort.

• N.C. Treasurer: Republi-
can incumbent Dale Folwell 
faces Democrat Ronnie 
Chatterji

• There are two uncon-
tested races: Soil and Water 
Conservation District Su-
pervisor J. Lynn Mann and 
Register of  Deeds Lunday 
Riggsbee.

• Three N.C. Supreme 
Court races, five N.C. Court 
of  Appeals races and four 
N.C. Court Judge seats are 
also on the ticket.
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@mosaicatchatham
@tesseraatmosaicmosaicatchathampark.com

An ECO Group Development

tesseraatmosaic.com
Sales by Fonville Morisey Barefoot

Envision yourself in a rooftop lounge spending an 
evening with friends. Or on your private balcony 
gazing at the sunset. Condo owners enjoy this and 
more at Tessera at MOSAIC. Become a member of 
this community—crafted with impeccable design 
and urban livability.

 ■ �1 – 3-bedroom condos with private balconies 
 ■ �Priced $260s - $600s
 ■ �715 sq. ft. to 1675 sq. ft. options
 ■ �Seven functional floorplans
 ■ �Private rooftop clubroom
 ■ �Richly amenitized

Get to know Tessera at MOSAIC. It’s where you want to live. Now Selling.

Contact Kerrie Bornkessel | 919.926.5505 | Mosaic@FMBnewhomes.com

PITTSBORO, NC



REAL ESTATE
LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham 
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999. 
Jy2,tfnc

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2,000 sq. ft. recep-
tion area, conference room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc

RENTAL APARTMENTS
POWELL SPRINGS APTS Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for LWVODC: Advo-
cates For Inclusive and Diverse 
Schools Reopening Task Force 
adults 55 years or older, 1 and 
2 bedroom applications now 
being accepted. Office hours: 
Mon, Tues & Thurs, 8:30 – 4:30. 
Call 919-533-6319 for more 
information, TDD # 1-800-735-
2962, Equal housing opportu-
nity, Handicapped accessible, 
A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS Now 
for one bedroom apartments, 
adults 55 years or older. Water 
included, appliances furnished, 
on-site laundry, elevator, key-
less entry. Section 8 accepted. 
$486/mo., no security deposit. 
Application fee $25 per adult. 
Call Braxton Manor, 919-663-
1877. Handicap accessible. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 
A2,tfnc

FOR SALE
2007 FORD EDGE SEL Sport 
Utility 4D, 220,000 miles, great 
shape, super clean, leather in-
terior. New brakes. One owner. 
Michelin tires.

Call or text 919-656-2268. 
$5,490, O22,29,2tc

2000 FORD 2000 WORK TRUCK 
in good condition. 200,000 
miles, $1,700. - 2000 Pontiac 
Firebird, in good shape, $1,700. 
Negotiable. Call 336-302-9385. 
O29,1tp   

BURIAL PLOTS FOR SALE - Four 
(4) burial plots, at discounted 
price, in beautiful location 
at Chatham Memorial Park. 
Please email tloman@ardurra.
com for further information. 
S24,O1,08,15,22,29,6tp  

AUCTIONEERS
RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business, 
Liquidation, Estates, Land, 
Houses, Antiques, Personal 
property, Coins, Furniture, Con-
signments, Benefits, etc., NCAL 
#7706, 919-548-3684, 919-663-
3556, rickyellingtonauctions@
yahoo.com, S3,tfnc

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HARRIS 
at JHA. One Call... We sell it 
all!!! Real Estate, Personal 
Property, Estate Settlement, 
Farms & Land, Business Liq-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state 
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed 
Real Estate and Auction Firm. 
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, S3,tfnc 

SERVICES
PRIVATE LESSONS - A 5th de-
gree in Tae Kwon Do and 2nd 
degree in Hap Ki Do, with 38 
years experience, is now teach-
ing Hap Ki Do at my home. If 
interested, call 919-548-3182. 
O22,29,2tp   

JHJ PAINTING & PRESSURE 
WASH - Interior/Exterior - Com-
mercial/Residential, Staining 
Decks and Fences - Also home 
repairs. We specialize in all 
your home improvement 
needs! Call John Hayes Jr., 919-
548-0474, S3-N5,10tp 

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

I PAY IN CASH FOR Junk Cars 
and trucks. Prompt courteous 
service. Call 910-464-5434 or 
Cell: 910-639-5614. God Bless! 
J9,tfnc

CARPENTRY WORK – all types, 
repairs, renovation, installa-
tion, windows and doors. Call 
Robert Clark, 919-742-3194. 
My25,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc

HELP WANTED
ASSISTANT CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGER - Computer skills re-
quired - Auto cad/auto desk ex-
perience preferred - Know how 
to read blueprints and look 
up references in a code book 
- General residential construc-
tion experience/knowledge 
preferred - Good communic-
aion skills - Excellent memory 
- Organization skills, Must be 
able to get along with people in 

office and jobsite environment 
- Self starter - Must be able to 
multi-task and priortize work 
load - Pass a drug test - Ability 
to problem solve and imple-
ment corrective action - Valid 
NC Driver’s license - Willing to 
train the right applicant. Re-
spond to ncresbuilder@gmail.
com. O29,N5.12tp  

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT for 
a no residential construction 
company. Must be reliable, 
have excellent organizational 
skills, and communication 
skills, a valid NC drivers li-
cense, reliable transportation 
to and from work. Must be a 
team player, accurate and well 
organized. Construction expe-
rience a plus. Salary commen-
surate with experience. Some 
duties will include scheduling 
contractors and inspections. 
Family oriented company. 
Benefits include Health and life 
insurance, 401(k). Email re-
sume to: ncresbuilder@gmail.
com. O29,1tp      

HOMECARE SEEKING - Now 
hiring for immediate positions 
in Pittsboro/Siler City: Certified 
Nurse Aides - Competitive Week-
ly Pay, CNA’s start at $10.00/hr. 
& up for extra care cases - Total 
LifeCare, Call (919) 799-7275. 
O29,1tp 

MOUNTAIRE FARMS OF SILER 
CITY is seeking an OCCUPA-
TIONAL NURSE, Hours 4:30 
p.m. - 1:00 a.m., to provide 
first aid and emergency care 
for occupational injuries and 
illness, performing required 
pre-employment physicals and 
drug screens and record-keep-
ing and documentation of visits 
to health services. Seeking an 
LPN or RN with 2 years of prac-
tical experience preferably in 
a Manufacturing environment 
or Emergency Care. Knowledge 
of case management, workers’ 
compensation and OSHA reg-
ulations preferred. Ability to 
work with limited supervision 
and high motivation., Ability 
to work well under pressure, 
meeting multiple and some-
times conflicting deadlines. 
Strong computer skills (MS 
Word, MS Excel and HRIS sys-
tem), Bilingual English/Spanish 
preferred. - Job Type: Full-time. 
- Salary: $18.00 to $22.00/hour 
– https://mountairejobs.com, 
Au6,tfnc

LEGALS

CHATHAM COUNTY
NORTH CAROLINA
NOTICE OF SERVICE
Robert Terrell III hereby notifies 
General Shale Brick Inc., all per-
sons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said 
estate; to notice by the adjust-
ments of the court to deter-
mine the orders and judgment 
of claims preceding conditions. 
The mandated trial merits are 
fulfilled formulating issues as 
their prerogative writs. 
Robert Terrell III
126 West Presnell Street; Apt C
Asheboro, North Carolina 27203
(910) 580-9261
Robertintel.o@gmail.com
Self-Represented

Jy2-D24,25tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA    
CHATHAM COUNTY
HAVING QUALIFIED as Adminis-
trator of the Estate of CHERYL 
IRENE GOULD, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said de-
ceased to present them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
6th day of January, 2021, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery.
This the 30th day of Septem-
ber, 2020.
 Mark L. Gould, Administrator 
of 
 The Estate of Cheryl Irene 
Gould
 Post Office Box 1806
 Pittsboro, North Carolina  
27312  
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ROPER & 
LEE, LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
BOX 1806
PITTSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 
27312
(919) 542-5605

O8,O15,O22,O29,4tc

PUBLIC NOTICE
The public will take notice that 
pursuant to G.S. 160A-299 the 
Board of Commissioners of the 
Town of Goldston will on the 
7th day of December, 2020, at 
7:00 o’clock p.m. in the Town 
Hall consider a resolution to 
close the following streets or 
portions thereof as follows:
All of Camden Road depicted 
upon the plat entitled “Survey 
for Lane Poultry of Carolina, 
Inc.” recorded in Plat Book 30, 
Page 20 of the Chatham County 
Registry from its intersec-
tion with Colonial Avenue as 
depicted upon said plat and 
running thence southerly to its 
intersection with West Goldbar 
Avenue.
All abutting property owners 
are hereby notified to appear 
at this meeting to present any 
objections that they may have 
with respect to the closing of 
the street. 
This 5th day of October 2020.
Annie King Gaines, Town Clerk

O8,O15,O22,O29,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 466
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Co-Exec-
utors of the Estate of LINDA 
JONES BRADY, deceased, of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, the undersigned does here-
by notify all persons, firms, 
and corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before 
January 8, 2020 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
The 5th day of October, 2020.
Co-Executors, 
Anita Brady
2658 Fall Creek Church Road
Bennett, NC 27208
Marta Brown Purvis
688 Putnam Church Rd.
Carthage, NC 28327  

O8,O15,O22,O29,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA     
CHATHAM COUNTY

HAVING QUALIFIED as Adminis-
trator of the Estate of WALTER 
FARRAR, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
deceased to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 13th day of January, 2021, 
or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of their recovery.
This the 6th day of October, 
2020.
 Walter M. Farrar, Administra-
tor of 
 The Estate of Walter Farrar
 Post Office Box 1806
 Pittsboro, North Carolina  
27312  
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ROPER & 
LEE, LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
BOX 1806
PITTSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 
27312
(919) 542-5605

O15,O22,O29,N5,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA    
CHATHAM COUNTY
HAVING QUALIFIED as Admin-
istrator of the Estate of MARY 
HENRIETTA FARRAR, late of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, this is to notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate 
of said deceased to present 
them to the undersigned 
on or before the 13th day of 
January, 2021, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.
This the 6th day of October, 
2020.
 Walter M. Farrar, Administra-
tor of 
 The Estate of Mary Henrietta 
Farrar
 Post Office Box 1806
 Pittsboro, North Carolina  
27312  
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ROPER & 
LEE, LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
BOX 1806
PITTSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 
27312
(919) 542-5605

O15,O22,O29,N5,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHAHAM COUNTY
20 E 441 
All persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against SHARON L. ROBINSON, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
NC, are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on 
or before January 15, 2021 or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
This the 12th day of October, 
2020.
Diana Robinson Denton, Admin-
istrator CTA
c/o M. Cory Howes, Attorney
Forrest Firm, P.C.
3700 Glenwood Ave, Ste 240
Raleigh, NC 27612 

O15,O22,O29,N5,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 478

NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Executrix of 
the Estate of JENNIFER ELAINE 
BARTLETT, deceased, of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before  
January 15, 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
The 15th day of October,  2020.
Rebecca Lynn Rupp, Executrix
8839 Cameron Meadow Circle
Salida, CO 81201
Howard, McCoy & Bolton, L.L.P.
PO Box 10305
Raleigh, NC 

O15,O22,O29,N5,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 506
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Administra-
tor of the Estate of MARJORIE 
K. STEPHENSON, deceased, of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, the undersigned does here-
by notify all persons, firms, 
and corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before  
January 22, 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
The 16th day of October, 2020.
Bruce C. Sargent, Administra-
tor

140 Ridge Top Drive
Chapel Hill, NC 27516

O22,O29,N5,N12,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
20 E 511
The undersigned, having qual-
ified as Executor of the Estate 
of DELLA MARGARET FARRELL, 
late of Chatham County, North 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  

HUGE FIREARM & AMMUNITION AUCTION
170+ Firearms To Be Sold At ABOSOLUTE AUCTION

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31ST AT 11AMSATURDAY, OCTOBER 31ST at 11AM

2600 JEFFERSON DAVIS HIGHWAY, SANFORD, NC 27332
(CONDUCTED OUTDOORS UNDER THE LARGE SHELTER, RAIN OR SHINE) *NO FIREARMS WILL BE ON-SITE UNTIL PREVIEW*

Reminton 22Cal. | Marlin22LLR | Infield 22LR | Rossie 22SLR | Marlin 
22Cal. | Sear 410Ga. | Wincheter 410Ga. | Stevens 12Ga. | Columbia 12Ga. | 
Herrington Richards 12Ga. | Winchester 370 12Ga. | Lefevor Shotgun | Stevens 
311 16Ga. | Pieper Arms 12Ga. | Mossberg O/U 410Ga. | New England Arms 
10Ga. | Browning 16Ga. | Browning 12Ga. | Ithaca 37 16Ga. | Savage 12Ga. | 
Daisey 22LR | Charles Daly 12Ga. | Glenfield 30 | New England Arms 10Ga. 
| Percussion Spring 45Cal. | British Enfield 303 | Swede M96 | Mosin Nagant 
Russian | Mauser 8mm | Russian SKS | Springfield 1903 | Sturm Ruger Mini14 
| Taurus 9mm | Colt 2000 9mm | Taurus m-44 | Berretta 9mm | Smith & Weason 
| Dessert Eagle | Colt Mark III

SCOTT L. HARRIS, AUCTIONEER - BROKER    NCAL #8420   (919) 498-4077
WWW.JERRYHARRISAUCTION.COM       AUCTION FIRM #8086

“COLLECTION OF ONE INDIVIDUAL” PREVIEW BEGINS AT 8AM 
MORNING OF THE AUCTION

(919) 545-0412 
RogersAuction.com

AUCTION

Register & Bid Online – Ends Nov. 2nd!
RogersAuction.com

House for Sale @ Auction  
Chatham County, NC

Home on .51+/- Acre Lot
1110 S. Second Ave., Siler City, NC

Local Driver
Positions Available

Please Inquire At: Wilson Brothers Main Office
20412 NC Hwy 902, Bear Creek, NC 27207

Applications Also Available Online: 
www.wilsonbrotherstrucking.com

EOE/M/F/V

$8,000 Sign-On Bonus 
Immediate Openings!

Milling & Trucking Co., Inc.

• Feed Haul, Grain Hopper, Live Haul, 
 and Pallet Haul Drivers
• Local Loads – Home Daily
• 200-300 Miles Per Day

• Drive A New Truck - 2020 Year Model
• Good Driving Record/Clean History Required
• Competitive Pay & Benefits Package Includes:  
 Medical, Dental, Life, STD and LTD Insurance, 
 401K Plan, Holiday & Vacation Pay

DRIVERS
WANTED
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Carolina, notifies all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said deceased to present them 
to the undersigned at the 
address P.O. Box 421, Pitts-
boro, North Carolina 27312, 
on or before the 22nd day of 
January, 2021, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
payment.      
This 13th day of October, 2020.
 Patricia F. Batchelor, Executor
 PO Box 421
 Pittsboro, North Carolina 
27312
GUNN & MESSICK, LLP
P.O. BOX 880
Pittsboro, North Carolina 
27312-0880

O22,O29,N5,N12,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 455
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of CHERIE L. 
WEISS, deceased, of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before  
January 22, 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 

immediate payment.
The 16th day of October,  2020.
 Thomas E. Cameron, Executor 
 3821 Knickerbocker Pkwy.
 Raleigh, NC 27612
Cameron Advisors, LLC
 231 Inwood Forest Drive
 Raleigh, NC 27603

O22,O29,N5,N12,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 515
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
HAVING QUALIFIED, as Admin-
istratrix of the Estate of LAURA 
JANE MOSS, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
deceased to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
January 25, 2021, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recivery. 
This the 22nd day of October, 
2020. 
Carol Elaine Moss Johnson, 
Administratrix of
Laura Jane Moss, Estate
955 Green Level Rd
Apex, N.C. 27523
919-413-6013

O22,O29,N5,N12,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS  
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
HAVING QUALIFIED, as Admin-
istrator C.T.A. of the Estate of 
MICHAEL LEE LINDLEY, late of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, this is to notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate 
of said deceased to present 
them to the undersigned on or 
before January 25, 2021, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recivery. 
This the 22nd day of October, 
2020. 
RONALD P. COLLINS, 

Administrator, C.T.A.
Estate of Michael Lee Lindley
117 West Raleigh Street
Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-2533 

O22,O29,N5,N12,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned, having qual-
ified as Executor of the Estate 
of SHIO SAEKI
NORTHUP AKA SHIOKO SAEKI 
NORTHUP, Deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against the 
estate
to exhibit them to the under-
signed at the offices of Tillman, 
Whichard & Cagle, PLLC, 501
Eastowne Drive, Suite 130, 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514, on or 
before the 22nd day of January, 
2021,
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons indebted to the estate will
please make immediate pay-
ment.
This 22nd day of October, 2020.
CHRISTOPHER KEN NORTHUP, 
EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF SHIO SAEKI NORTH-
UP AKA SHIOKO
SAEKI NORTHUP
Tillman, Whichard & Cagle, 
PLLC 
501 Eastowne Drive, Suite 130 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

O22,O29,N5,N12,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
HAVING QUALIFIED, as Admin-
istrator of the Estate of ATLAS 
LEE BOONE, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, this is 
to notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 

deceased to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
January 27, 2021, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.
This the 22nd day of October, 
2020.
RONALD P. COLLINS, Adminis-
trator
Estate of Atlas Lee Boone
117 West Raleigh Street  
             
Siler City, N. C. 27344
919-663-2533
O22,O29,N5,N12,4tc   
    
                        
   

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Executor of the 
Estate of PEGGY ANN PERLMAN, 
Deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against the estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at the 
offices of Tillman, Whichard 
& Cagle, PLLC, 501 Eastowne 
Drive, Suite 130, Chapel Hill, NC 
27514, on or before the 22nd 
day of January, 2021, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery.  All persons in-
debted to the estate will please 
make immediate payment.
This 22nd day of October, 2020.
 MICHAEL KENNEDY SCHMITT, 
EXECUTOR
 ESTATE OF PEGGY ANN PER-
LMAN
Tillman, Whichard & Cagle, 
PLLC
501 Eastowne Drive, Suite 130
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

O22,O29,N5,N12,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20-E-512
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
Having qualified as Personal 
Representative of the Estate 
of EMMALINE ROSE DOHERTY, 
deceased of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, on the 24th day 
of March, 2020, the under-
signed does hereby notify all 
persons, firms, and corpora-
tions having claims against 
said estate to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the office 
of the attorney for the estate 
on or before the 31st day of 
January, 2021, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned. 
This 29th day of October, 2020.
Pearl Doherty, Personal Repre-
sentative
c/o Larry H. Rocaora
Attorney for the Estate
McPherson, Rocamora, Nich-
olson, 
Wilson & Hinkle, PLLC
3211 Shannon Road, Suite 400
Durham, NC 27707

O29,N5,N12,N19,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
20 E 46
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Adminis-
trator of the Estate of RICKY 
THOMAS BECK, deceased, of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, the undersigned does here-
by notify all persons, firms, 
and corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before  
January 29, 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
The 26th day of October, 2020.
Kathy Tavoada, Administrator
1105 George St
Siler City, NC 27344 

O29,N5,N12,N19,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
20 E 471
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Execu-
trix of the Estate of GEORGE 
PAIRE, deceased, of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before  
January 29, 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
The 26th day of October, 2020.

Kathryn Cox, Executrix
711 Massey Rd
Reidsville, NC 27320

O29,N5,N12,N19,4tp 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
20 C 530
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of RICHARD B. 
TABER AKA RICHARD BURT 
TABER, deceased, of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before  
January 29, 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
The 26th day of October, 2020.
Jeffrey Scott Taber, Executor
495 Beaumont Lane
Pittsboro, NC 27312

O29,N5,N12,N19,4tp 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
20 E 533
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Adminis-
trator of the Estate of JOSHUA 
GRANT GAINES, deceased, of 
Chatham County, North Caroli-
na, the undersigned does here-
by notify all persons, firms, 
and corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before  
January 29, 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
The 26th day of October, 2020.
Connie Sue Gaines, Adminis-
trator
144 Windsor St
PO Box 284
Goldston, NC 27252 

O29,N5,N12,N19,4tp

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE 
Town of Pittsboro Wastewater 
Treatment System Improvements 
Engineering Report – Environ-
mental Information Document 
All interested parties are here-
by advised that the Town of 
Pittsboro is seeking comments 
on the Engineering Report – En-
vironmental Information Doc-
ument (ER-EID) for the Town 
of Pittsboro Wastewater Treat-
ment System Improvements. A 
virtual public meeting will be 
held on Monday, November 9, 
2020 at 7:00pm during the Town 
of Pittsboro Board of Commis-
sioners Regular Meeting. The 
public may join virtually by: 
When: Nov 9, 2020 07:00 PM 
Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Topic: November 9, 2020 BOC 
Meeting 
Please click the link be-
low to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/87674154289?pwd=RSti-
MEVQQjNTb3VRaWpMR2hibj-
F0UT09 -  Passcode: 237890 
Or iPhone one-tap: US: +1646
5588656,,87674154289#,,,,,,0#
,,237890# or +13017158592,,8
7674154289#,,,,,,0#,,237890# 
Or Telephone: Dial(for higher 
quality, dial a number based 
on your current location): US: 
+1 646 558 8656 or +1 301 715 
8592 or +1 312 626 6799 or +1 
669 900 9128 or +1 253 215 8782 
or +1 346 248 7799  Webinar 
ID: 876 7415 4289  Passcode: 
237890   International numbers 
available: https://us02web.
zoom.us/u/kc2tB5DGNP 
This public meeting is desig-
nated to solicit comments on 
the ER-EID for this project from 
the public and any interested 
parties. Persons wishing to 
speak at the public meeting 
must register in advance with 
the Town Clerk and will be al-
lowed three minutes to speak. 
The public and interested 
parties may register to speak 
by giving their name, address 
and phone number by calling 
(919) 542-4621, Monday – Fri-
day 8:00am – 5:00pm or email 
cbullock@pittsboronc.gov. 
A copy of the Town of Pittsboro 
Wastewater Treatment System 
Improvements ER-EID can be 
reviewed on the Town’s web-
site at https://pittsboronc.gov. 
This project will consist of a 
series of projects designed 
to convey up to 2.0 MGD of 
untreated wastewater away 
from the Town of Pittsboro’s 
Wastewater Treatment Plant to 
the City of Sanford’s Big Buffa-
lo Creek Wastewater Treatment 
Plant via the construction of a 
wastewater 
force main and conversion 
of the existing Pittsboro 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 
infrastructure to provide wet 
weather flow equalization for 
the force main. 
This project received Clean 
Water State Revolving Fund 
loans (CS370413-06) on Feb-
ruary 1, 2016 in the amount of 
$21,585,500. This loan includes 
costs for engineering, bidding, 
construction and administra-
tion of this project. Questions 
can be directed to the Town of 
Pittsboro Public Works Depart-
ment (919) 542-2530. 

O29,1tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
19 E 564
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Limited 
Personal Representative of the 
Estate of WILLIAM NEWELL, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, the under-
signed does hereby notify all 
persons, firms, and corpora-
tions having claims against 
the estate of said decedent to 
exhibit them to the Members 
Trust Company, P.O. Box 27832, 
Raleigh, NC 27611 on or before  
January 29, 2021 or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
The 26th day of October, 2020.
Hemphill Gelder, PC.
PO Box 31205
Raleigh, NC 27622 

O29,N5,N12,N19,4tp    

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

ABSOLUTE AUCTION. 65 
+/- Acres Farm Land. Long 
Bottom Road, Piney Creek, 
NC. SATURDAY NOVEMBER 
14th, 2020 10:30am. Crop 
Land, Bold Stream, Road 
Frontage, Views. Boyer 
Realty & Auction. Col. James 
R. “Jimmy” Boyer NCAL 
1792. 336-572-2323. Email: 
jrboyer@skybest.com. www.
boyerrealtyandauction.com.

Guaranteed Life Insurance! 
(Ages 50 to 80). No medical 
exam. Affordable premiums 
never increase. Benefits never 
decrease. Policy will only be 
cancelled for non-payment. 
833-380-1218

ATTENTION DIABETICS!  
Save money on your diabetic 
supplies!  Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, test 
strips, insulin pumps, catheters 
and more!  To learn more, call 
now!  855-667-9944

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award - 
even with smoking history. NO 
obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help!! Call 
24/7, 844-641-0129

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 
[350+ ] procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. [Don’t wait!] Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! Call 1-844-496-8601 
for details. www.dental50plus.
com/ncpress 6118-0219

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts.  Call 1-877-
649-1190

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 
pricing, availability to find the 
best service for your needs. 
Starting at $39.99/month! 
Quickly compare offers from 
top providers. Call 1-866-925-
1505

FTCC. Fayetteville Technical 
Community College is now 
accepting applications for the 
following positions: Assistant 
Director of Procurement. 
Assistant Director of Bookstore 
- Course Materials. Senior 
Secretary - Bookstore. Job 
Analyst. Grounds Technician. 
For detailed information and 
to apply, please visit our 
employment portal at: https://
faytechcc.peopleadmin.com. 
Human Resources Office 
Phone: (910) 678-7342. 
Internet: http://www.faytechcc.
edu. An Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM!  Train ONLINE 
to get the skills to become 
a Computer & Help Desk 
Professional now!  Grants 
and Scholarships available for 
certain programs for qualified 
applicants.  Call CTI for 
details!  Call 833-990-0354.  
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/
get one FREE! High-quality 
rechargeable Nano hearing 
aids priced 90% less than 
competitors. Nearly invisible! 
45-day money back guarantee! 
919-348-4840

COMPUTER ISSUES? 
GEEKS ON SITE provides 
FREE diagnosis REMOTELY 
24/7 SERVICE DURING 
COVID19. No home visit 
necessary. $40 OFF with 
coupon 86407! Restrictions 
apply. 844-401-1673

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installation! Call us at 
1-855-393-3307 or visit 
www.walkintubquote.com/nc

DISH Network $59.99 For 
190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY 
$19.95/month. Call Today for 
$100 Gift Card! Best Value & 
Technology. FREE Installation. 
Call 1-877-920-7405 (some 
restrictions apply)

OXYGEN - Anytime. 
Anywhere. No tanks to refill. 
No deliveries. The All-New 
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! FREE 
info kit: 888-912-3728

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim?  Call Bill 
Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 
1-888-989-4947! FREE 
Consultations. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St 
NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find jobs 
or start a business. Call 
Patriotic Hearts Foundation. 
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max 
tax-deduction. Operators are 
standing by! Call 1-866-955-
1516

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  
We specialize in safe bathing.  
Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers.  Call for 
a free in-home consultation:  
877-898-3840

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even 
if you can’t reach a phone! 
FREE Brochure. CALL 844-
902-2362

BOY SCOUT 
C O M P E N S A T I O N 
FUND - Anyone that was 
inappropriately touched by a 
Scout leader deserves justice 
and financial compensation!  
Victims may be eligible for a 
significant cash settlement.  
Time to file is limited.  Call 
Now!  919-802-7784

INVENTORS - FREE 
INFORMATION PACKAGE. 
Have your product idea 
developed affordably by the 
Research & Development 
pros and presented to 
manufacturers.  Call 1-844-
348-2206 for a Free Idea 
Starter Guide. Submit your 
idea for a free consultation.

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-888-575-3018 or visit 
http://dorranceinfo.com/press

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
UNITED BREAST CANCER 
FOUNDATION! Your donation 
helps education, prevention & 
support programs. FAST FREE 
PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE 
- TAX DEDUCTION 888-641-
9690

AT&T TV - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand. Anytime, 
anywhere. Some restrictions 
apply. Call IVS 1-855-548-
9839

DIRECTV - Every live football 
game, every Sunday - 
anywhere - on your favorite 
device. Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS- 1-855-730-4044

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC. Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 844-213-6711

Statewide Classified

HIRING 

CNA’s
3RD SHIFT

CALL: 919-542-3151

Monday-Friday 8:30am to 4:00pm 

for appointment to complete 

application and interview

Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS

WELFORD HARRIS FORD

Since 1964

We have an opening 
for a part-time 
Parts Advisor.  

Contact Valerie Harris
at 919-742-4178 or

valeriecharris919@gmail.com

DON’T JUST KINDA TV. DIRECTV.

2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET OFFER: Subject to change. Package consists of all live out-of-market NFL games (based on customer’s service address) broadcast on FOX and CBS. However, games broadcast by your local FOX or CBS affi liate. 
will not be available in NFL SUNDAY TICKET. Games available via remote viewing based on device location. Other conditions apply. 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET regular full-season retail price is $293.94. 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX 
regular full-season retail price is $395.94. Customers activating CHOICE Package or above or MÁS ULTRA Package or above will be eligible to receive the 2020 season of NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX at no additional cost. NFL SUNDAY TICKET 
subscription will not automatically renew. Only one game may be accessed remotely at any given time. Compatible device/operating system required for online/mobile access. Additional data charges may apply. Visit directv.com/nfl for 
a list of compatible devices/system requirements For full Mix Channel and interactive functionality, HD equipment model H/HR 21 or later is required. NFL, the NFL Shield design and the NFL SUNDAY TICKET name and logo are registered 
trademarks of the NFL and its affi liates. NFL team names and uniform designs are registered trademarks of the teams indicated. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV 
marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affi liated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

Get the 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET 
season included at no extra cost.

Req’s you to select offer.

*$19.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. Price incl. CHOICE All Included Pkg., monthly service
 and equip. fees for 1 HD DVR & is aft er $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill and $10/mo. bundle discounts for up to 12 mos each. Pay $74.99/mo. + taxes until discount starts w/in 3 bills. New approved 

residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Restr’s apply.

Don’t settle for cable. Call now!
Iv Support Holdings LLC

855-653-2438
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Take steps to prevent prescription drug abuse
BY GEORGE 

GREGER-HOLT
Special to the News + 

Record

We all have them, but 
most of  us don’t know 
what to do with them — 
old medications from den-
tal work, an injury, illness 
or hospital visit. Most of  
the time, they just sit in 
our medicine cabinets 
or under our bathroom 
sinks, collecting dust.

Occasionally, we’ll 
think to dispose of  them, 
throw them in the trash 
or flush them down the 
toilet. But, we don’t want 
those medicines, many 
of  which can be toxic in 
large doses, to get in to 
the water supply or con-
taminate our landfill.

Chatham Drug Free, 
along with the Chatham 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Pittsboro Police 
Department, Siler City 
Police Department and 
Siler City Pharmacy, have 
partnered to provide Cha-
tham County residents 
with a safe, convenient 
and responsible way to 
dispose of  those unwant-
ed and unneeded medica-
tions — Prescription Drug 
Disposal Drop Boxes.

According to the 
Community Anti-Drug 
Coalition of  America 
(CADCA), deaths from 
prescription drug abuse 
have skyrocketed over the 

past few years, making it 
higher than the number 
of  deaths involving hero-
in and cocaine combined. 
In addition, misuse of  
prescription drugs often 
leads to abuse of  heroin, 
which is also on the rise.

Every day in the United 
States, 2,500 youths abuse 
a prescription pain reliev-
er for the first time. Teens 
often mistakenly believe 
that taking prescription 
medication is safer than 
illegal or street drugs, 
regardless of  for whom 
they are prescribed.

Chatham Drug Free 
is working to educate 
parents and other care-
givers about the dangers 
of  prescription drug 
abuse and ways to keep 
those medications out 
of  the wrong hands. Our 
partnership with local 
law enforcement and area 
pharmacies gives resi-
dents of  Chatham County 
a safe place to dispose of  
their medications so that 
our youth will be less 
likely to abuse them.

Parents and other care-
givers have a crucial role 
in reducing youth access 
to medications that could 
potentially be deadly. In 
addition to disposing of  
unwanted medications, 
parents and caregiv-
ers can inventory and 
secure all medications 
in their home, monitor 
their child’s activity and 

become knowledgeable 
about the warning signs 
of  prescription drug 
abuse in order to help 
protect them.

CADCA, the Communi-
ty Anit-Drug Coalitions 
of  America advises the 
following:

• TALK to your teen 
about prescription and 
over-the-counter cough 
medicine abuse. Teens 
listen, even if  they act like 
they don’t. In fact, teens 
that learn about the risks 
of  drugs from their par-
ents are 50% less likely to 
use drugs.

• SAFEGUARD your 
medicine cabinets. Take 
steps to protect your 
teens by safeguarding all 
the medicines you have 
in your home. Know what 
you have and how much, 
so you will know if  any-
thing is missing. Properly 
discard any medicines 
you no longer need.

• SHARE what you 
have learned with other 
parents. Get to know your 
children’s friends. Don’t 
be afraid to call parents 
to verify that there will be 
supervision at parties and 
outings.

• SPEAK UP at school 
meetings, sports events, 
community events and 
other gatherings of  par-
ents to make sure others 
active in your teen’s 
day-to-day activities know 
about the dangers of  

medicine abuse. Circulate 
articles via your school 
Listserv or write a letter 
to the editor to your news-
paper. Blog, Facebook or 
Tweet about it to alert 
your friends and peers.

Learn more at www.
PreventRxAbuse.org and 
www.StopMedicineAbuse.
org.

Prescription Medica-
tion Drop Boxes, which 
look like UPS or FedEx 
mail boxes, are available 
at the Pittsboro Police 
Department, Siler City 
Police Department, Cha-

tham County Detention 
Center and Siler City 
Pharmacy. In addition, 
the Chatham County 
Sheriff’s Office has a 
portable drop box that is 
available for community 
events. Call the Commu-
nity Service Officer at 
919.542.2811 for more in-
formation or to schedule a 
time to have the drop box 
come to your community. 
Scheduled mobile drop 
box events can be found 
at the Chatham County 
Sheriff’s Office Facebook 
page.

The Drop Boxes are a 
wonderful resource for 
our community. We hope 
community members will 
take advantage of  them 
and help us keep prescrip-
tion medications out of  
the wrong hands.

George Greger-Holt is the 
coordinator of  Chatham 
Drug Free. For additional 
information, visit the Cha-
tham Drug Free at www.
chathamdrugfree.org, or 
contact Greger-Holt at 
ggregerholt@gmail.com or 
by phone at (919) 545-5333.

OCTOBER: NATIONAL MEDICINE ABUSE AWARENESS MONTH

Approaching holiday season 
will be different — but busy 

— for Wrenn, Army
Chatham County’s Sal-

vation Army service unit 
is gearing up for a busy 
fall and winter season. 
This week, we speak with 
Jane Wrenn, the Army’s 
local director, who’s been 
in Chatham County for 
more than 40 years and 11 
years with The Salvation 
Army of Chatham. Most 
of Wrenn’s career has been 
working in nonprofits in 
Chatham. A graduate of  
Elon, she and her husband 
Robert, a Siler City native, 
live in Siler City.

Fall has arrived, and it’s 
typically an especially busy 
time for the Salvation Army. 
But we also know you’ve 
been dealing with needs for 
people in Chatham County 
impacted by the pandemic. 
What can you share with us 
about that?

We have seen an increase 
in services about 65% from 
this time last year. It is true 
that many people in our 
county continue to suffer 
and especially now with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Safety 
is our utmost priority, so 
we have changed many 
familiar efforts to slow the 
spread of the virus for our 
employees, volunteers, and 
the clients we see, and our 
homeless population. We 
are not seeing folks face to 
face and only accept appli-
cations through the mail or 
by email.  

Where are you seeing the 
biggest need right now, and 
how are you responding?

The biggest need we are 
seeing is help with rent, 
utilities and food. Right 
now, we are partnering 
with Central Piedmont 
Community Action and the 
Department of Social Ser-
vices as well as the county 
to provide for help with 
rental assistance and utility 
needs. Food is also a major 
concern. We have also 
partnered with Freedom 
Family Church to form a 
food train to help our home-
less population in need of a 
hot meal and Community 
1 Solutions, who help to fill 
any gaps we might find in 
those needs.

What can you tell us 
about the Harris Teeter 
“round-up” program that’s 
in place now?

Our community part-
ners have stepped up to 
help The Salvation Army 
of Chatham. Since many 
of our typical locations for 
our Red Kettle Campaign 
have limited kettle ringing 
outside of their stores, to 
protect customers, staff 
and the community, other 
avenues have come to light.

Harris Teeter at Cha-
tham Downs is running 
a “round-up” campaign 
through Nov. 17 to support 
our service unit and Unit-
ed Way as well. More excit-
ing happenings at Walmart 
is the North Chatham and 
Siler City stores for anoth-
er round-up campaign that 
will take place from Nov. 
2 through Dec. 31. Please 
make every effort to do all 
your holiday shopping at 
one or all of these stores in 
Chatham County.

Hard to believe, but 
Thanksgiving is just a month 
away. What will the Army 
be doing to help families for 
Thanksgiving?

This holiday season is 
definitely seeing some 
challenges we hope to 
overcome. For Thanksgiv-
ing we are hoping to re-
ceive a complete meal box 
again this year through 
local churches provided 
by Mountaire Farms in 
Siler City. All the fixings 
are included in this box, 
even dessert. Last year, 
our Pathway of  Hope fam-
ilies received these boxes 
and we are hoping they 
will be blessed again.

Christmas brings the 
Army’s Angel Tree program, 
as well as the Red Kettle 
program, which is a major 
fund-raiser for you. What 
do you have outlined for 
those during the upcoming 
holiday season, and will 
COVID-19 compel you to 
make any changes to “busi-
ness as usual”?

Our Angel Tree program 
is going “contactless” this 
year due to COVID-19 re-
strictions. Our application 
for this program is online 
at salvationarmycarolinas.
org/greensboro/chatham. 
Many changes will be seen 
to protect our applicants, 
volunteers and staff and 
donors. Please feel free to 
make a donation to our 
Angel Tree program by 
mailing in a check and 
designate on the memo 
line Angel Tree to The 
Salvation Army, P.O. Box 
752, Pittsboro, NC 27312.

Our Red Kettle Cam-
paign is still on go for 
Walmart in Siler City and 

Chatham Downs and the 
Governors Club Food Lion. 
In addition to their round-
up program, Walmart has 
agreed to set up our kettles 
at their stores. They have 
even agreed to let us start 
ringing early this year on 
Nov. 21 to help support our 
kettle program in this chal-
lenging time. If you would 
like to make a donation to 
our Red Kettle Campaign, 
you may visit one of those 
locations listed or mail in a 
check and designate on the 
memo line “Red Kettle.” 
Our mailing address is The 
Salvation Army, P.O. Box 
752, Pittsboro, NC 27312.
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BEAT THE
PRICE HIKES

UNFORTUNATELY A LOT OF OUR MANUFACTURERS WILL BEGIN TO RAISE THEIR PRICES
BECAUSE OF PLYWOOD PRICES, INCREASING, ALONG WITH FOAM TAKING A BIG HIT AND

OVERALL LOGISTICS EXPENSES. WE KNOW IT’S COMING SOON, SO TAKE ADVANTAGE NOW.

Save, Shop, & 
Support Local


